llegiatered  at  tlio  General    I'oxt   Ollice  as  a    N'«-\\.s|)a[MM 


SOUTH    AFRICAN    MINING   JOLRNAL   AND   KNL-IN  hhlJlNG    RECUkb. 


^The  Only  Weekly  Mining  Paper  in  the  Union  and  Rhodesia. 


I 


X3    xiiM'Ci-xKrDEsxixcxza-o-    JEt.£:c;oxc,x> 

With  which  is  incorporated  "  THE  SOUTH  AFRICAN  MINES,  COMMERCE   AND  INDUSTRIES. 

Established  i89i  °U3USHE0  every  Saiurla; 

ToL.  XXVU.,  Part  I.    No.  1385.]     JOHANNESBURG,  TRANSVAAL,  SATURDAY,    Al'KIL  13,  1918.       [Wmkly,  Pbicb  6d. 


CHAMBERLAIN  &  HOOKHAM,  T 


ELECTRICITY 


UNIVERSITY  OF  TOROITTG 

JUN   4    1918 

AitJIere  Hout  Meters^-  i 

MIKiMG  ENGIM££RINO 

TIT "T -  r   - 
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Switchboard  Meters. 


Two  Rate  Meters. 
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HUBERT  DAVIES  &  CO. 
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Also  at  Durban,  Capetown,  Salisbury  (Rhodesia),   and  London. 
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ROBERT  HUDSON  &  SONS,  LTD, 

Representing    ROBERT    HUDSON,    LTD.,    Gildersome    Foundry,    near    Leeds. 

MANUFACTURERS  OF 

Tramway  Material   for    Mines,   Plantations,  etc. 


U-SHAPE    TIP    TRUCKS    for  Underground  Use 
for    Carrying   Quartz. 

V. SHAPE  TIP  TRUCKS  and 
SIDE  DISCHARGE  TRUCKS 
for  Surface  Work. 

STEEL  WAGONS  for  Gold  and  Diamoixd  Mines. 

HOPPER  WAGONS  from  I    to  40  tons    capacity. 

STEEL  TUBS  for  Collieries. 


A.  387. — Patent  V-Shape  Double  Side  Tip  Truck  (for  mining  use). 


SELF-OILING   WHEELS  AND  AXLES. 

LIGHT    LOCOMOTIVES. 


BEARINGS. 


STEEL  RAILS.  ACCESSORIES.  STEEL  SLEEPERS. 

POINTS  AND  CROSSINGS. 


PRICES  AND  SPECIFICATIONS  ON  APPLICATION. 


BRANCHES  AT  DURBAN  AND  DELAGOA  BAY. 


STOCKS  HELD  AT 
JOHANNESBURG.  DURBAN,  DELAGOA  BAY,  BEIRA.  SALISBURY.  ETC. 


Rhodesian  Agents :— P.  PEECH  &  CO.,  Salisbury,  Rhodesia. 


•PHONE  1731.      P.O.  BOX  5744.      Tel.  Add. :  "  RALETRUX." 


HEAD 


OFFICES:  81 ,  82,  83,  84,  CuUinan Building,  Johannesburg. 
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THEY'VE    ARRIVED! 


The 

E2Y-OUT 

SCREVT  EXTRACTOR  FAMUY 

CStrictty  Old  rashioned  \ 
There  are  Twelve  of  Em  ) 


AND    THEY     ARE 
STOPPING     WITH 

HOOD 


Wish>^u*d  Turn  Over  a  New 
Leaf  €n  Quit  Fussiit'  tr  Cussiit' 
Vhen  a  ScrewBreaks 


''The  Best  Way  Out'' 
And  dont  >vdit  until 
a  sci'ewbreaks  todo 
it  ^  'Cause  then  itTl 
be  too  late. 


jCll*^ 


■^  ^^ 


We  also  remove  Broken  Studs^ap-- 
scrcwstPipe  FittinBs  and  SuchlikeThinps 


EZY-OUT  Screw  Extractors 


In   Sets.  Numbers  15.    16   and  17. 


WRITE   FOR    DETAILS    FROM 


C.  WHARTON  HOOD   &  CO.  (S.A.),  LTD 


P.O.    Box   6096. 


Phone   973. 


Offices:  SOUTHERN  LIFE  BUILDINGS. 
HARRISON   STREET.  JOHANNESBURG. 
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Durban    Roodepoort    Deep,    Limited. 


(Incorporated  in  the  Transvaal.) 


Directorate:  F.  Raleigh- (Chairman),  alternate  A.  F.  Mullins  : 
J.  G.  Currey,  alternate  J.  Jeppe  ;  J.  Andrew  Cohen,  alternate  H. 
Williams ;  E.  J.  Renaud,  alternate  J.  L.  Jourdan ;  H.  C.  Boyd, 
alternate  S.  M.  Nelson.  London  Committee  :  W.  G.  Izard,  alter- 
nate J.  S.  Sheldrick ;  L.  Wagner,  alternate  F.  Davies ;  Caesar  F. 
Cohen ;  P.  Troquet.  Consulting  Engineer  :  H.  Stuart  JMartin. 
Manager  at   Mine  :   A.    P.    Rouillard.        Secretaries  :   Rand   Mines, 


Limited.  London  Secretaries  :  A.  Moir  &  Co.  Bankers  :  The 
Standard  Bank  of  South  Africa,  Limited.  Solicitors  :  Van  Hul- 
steyn,  Feltham  &  Ford.  Auditors  :  E.  Danckwerts,  J.  D.  H. 
Lang.  Head  Oflfice  :  The  Corner  House,  Johannesburg.  London 
Office  :  No.  1.  London  Wall  Buildir\gs,  London,  E.C.  Paris  Cor- 
respondents :  Credit  ^lobilier  Frangais,  30  and  32,  Rue  Taitbout, 
Paris.     At   31st   December,    1917. 


REPORT  OF  THE  DIRECTORS. 

For  the  Year  ended  31st  December,  1917. 

To  be  submitted  at  the  Tweiity-eighl  Ordinary  General   Meeting  of  Shareholders,  convened  for  Thursday,  the 
20th  June,  1918,  at  2.30  p.m.,  in  the  Board  Room,  The  Corner  House,  Jehannesburg. 


To    the    Shareholders, 

DURBAN  ROODEPOORT  DEEP, LTD. 

Gentlemen, — Your  Directors  beg  to  submit  their  Twenty-first 
Annual  Report  and  Audited  Accounts  for  the  year  ended  31st 
December,   1917.  , 

PROPERTY.     " 

-   The  area  of  your  Company'^  property  remains  as  last  reported, 
viz.,  273.73487  mining  claims. 

OPERATIONS. 

Particulars  of  the  results  of  last  year's  operations,  the  develop- 
ment accomplished,  the  ore  reserves  and  values,  are  dealt  with 
in  the   annexed   reports  of   the  Consulting   Engineer   and   Manager. 

The  Working  Profit  for  the  year  amounted  to  £48,857  7s.  9d., 
which  is  an  increase  of  £8,024  6s.  Id.  over  that  of  the  previous 
year,   due  to  the   increased  yield. 

ACCOUNTS. 

From  the  Working  Profit  of  £48,857  7s  9d.  has  been  deducted 
£2.513  7s.  3d.,  the  difference  between  sundry  items  of  expenditure 
and  revenue,  details  of  which  will  be  found  in  the  Working  Ex- 
penditure and  Revenue  Account,  making  a  net  profit  of  £46,344 
Os.  6d.  This  amount,  together  with  the  balance  of  £59,774  14s. 
5d.  unappropriated  at  the  commencement  of  the  year,  making  a 
total  of  £106,118  14s.   lid.,  has  been  dealt  with  as  follows:— 

Expended  on  Capital  Account — 

Equipment,    vide   Manager's   Report    £2,761     8     8 

Government  Taxes    1,292  17    8 

Forfeited   Dividends   refunded   ...    176     7  11 

Dividends  Nos.   14  and  15  22,000     0    0 

£26,230  14     3 

Balance  unappropriated  at  31st  December,  1917, 
I'epresented  by  Cash  and  Cash  Assets,  less 
liabilities   79,888     0     8 

£106,118  14  11 

This   balance   is   made   up   as   follows  : — 

Shares  and  Literests  in   Co-operative   Concerns   .••     £3,825     9     6 

Stores   and  Materials,   etc 38,898  18     8 

Sundry  Debtors  and  Payments  in  Advance  ...        4,977     5    5 

£47,701  13    7 
Net  Cash   after   allowing  for  Liabilities   •'. 32,186     7     1 

£79,888    0    8 


From  the  above  it  will  be  noticed  that  there  is  still  a  con- 
siderable amount  of  the  Company's  funds  invested  in  Stores  an3 
Materials,   a   necessary   precaution   under   prevailing  conditions. 

The  Licome  Tax  (Consolidation)  Act,  1917,  which  consolidated 
the  various  Acts  dealing  with  T->xation,  came  into  force  during  the 
year. 


DIVIDENDS. 

Two  Dividends,  Nos.  14  and  15,  each  of  2^  per  cent.,  were  de- 
clared by  the  Board  of  Directors  during  the  year,  and  absorbed 
£22,000. 

In  accordance  with  the  "  Trading  with  the  Enemy  Act,  1916  " 
(LTnion  of  South  Africa),  the  amount  due  to  enemy  Shareholders 
in  respect  of  DiviTlend  No.  14  has  been  handed  over  to  the  Cus- 
todian of  Enemy  Property. 

DIRECTORATE. 

Your  Directors  have  to  record  with  the  deepest  regret  the 
death  of  their  colleague,  Mr.  J.  H.  Ryan,  who  had  been  associated 
with  the  Company  since  1902. 

Messrs.  F.  Raleigh  and  J.  Andrew  Cohen  retire  from  the  Board 
in  accordance  with  the  Articles  of  Association,  but  are  eligible,  and 
offer  themselves  for  re-election. 

AUDITORS. 

You  will  be  asked  to  fix  the  remuneration  of  the  Auditors, 
Mr.  E.  Danckwerts  and  Mr.  .J.  D.  H.  Lang,  for  the  past  audit, 
and   to  appoint   Auditors   for  the  ensuing  year. 

GENERAL. 

Your  Directors  have  nothing  further  to  report  regarding  the 
two  electric  underground  winders,  on  order  since  1915.  The 
position  remains  as  previously  advised,  namely,  their  construction 
is  suspended  until  the  end  of  the  war.  The  amount  of  £6,021  8s. 
5d.  shown  as  Capital  Expenditure  in  the  Manager's  report,  is  for 
the  electrical  portions  of  the  winders. 

There  are  67  of  the  Company's  employees  stilt  on  active  service 
with  the  forces  in  Europe  and  East  Africa,  on  whose  behalf  liberal 
allowances  are  made  to  their  families  and  dependents.  It  is  with 
deep  regret  that  your  Directors  have  to  record  the  deaths  on 
active  service  of  Captain  W.  D.  Madore,  Lieut.  F.  C.  Lee,  Lieut. 
M.    0.  Baumann   and  Private  J.    Kukard. 

In  view  of  the  scarcity  of  paper  and  the  irregularity  in  the 
ocean  mail  service,  and  the  consequent  delay  in  the  issue  of 
quarterly  reports  to  Eur'^pean  shareholders,  your  Dii-ectors  decided 
to  discontinue  the  issue  of  these  reports  to  Epro])ea.n  shareholders, 
and  in  place  thereof  to  publish  in  the  press  a  cabled  abridged  sum- 
mary, containing  the  most  important  features  of  the  quarter's  opera- 
tions. By  this  decision,  which  was  applied  to  the  report  for  the 
to  discontinue  the  issue  of  these  reports  to  European  shareholders, 
aware  of  the  results  for  the  quarter  much  earlier  than  has  been 
the  case  for  some  time  past.  A  quarterly  report  will  continue  to 
be  issued  to  South  African  Shareholders,  a  copy  of  which  can  be 
obtained  on  application  by  European  Shareholder^^  at  the  London 
Ofiice  of  the  Company. 

F.   RALEIGH,  Chairman  1 

•T.    .JEPl'E,  I 

J.    ANDREW   COHEN     f  Diiectors. 

H.    C.    BOYD, 

E.    RENAUD,  ^ 


RAND  MINES,  LTD.,   Secretaries. 
S.   C.   STEIL,  Secretarj 


Johannesburg,    27th    March,    1918. 


J'bii^g.  April  13,  1018. 
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Durban  Roodepoort  Deep,  Ltd. — continued. 


Dr 


BALANCE  SHEET  at  Slst  DECEMBER,   1917. 


Cr. 


To  Capital  Account — 

As   per   Balance    Sheet,   31st    De- 
cember,  1916 — 
Authorised  450,000  shares  of  £1 

each  £4rj0,000    0    0 

Less    10,000    shares   of   £1    each 

in   reserve   10,000    0    0 

Issued  440,000  shares  of  £1  each 
,,  Share   Premium   Account — 

As  per   Balance    Sheet,   31st    De- 
cember,  1016   197,991  12     0 

„  Funds     Transferred     from     Appro- 
priation  Account — 
For   expenditure   on 
Development     and 
Equipment    in   ex- 
cess   of     Working 
Capital  provided — 
J(s       per       Balance 
Sheet,      31st     De- 
cember,   1916    ...    £371,072    7     2 
For  tlie   year  ended 
/      31st  December,  1917    2,761     8     8 

373.833  15  10 


£440,000     0    0 


7  10 


7  10 


9  10 
0     8 


571,825 

1,011,825 
,,  Sundry  Shareholders — 

Unpaid    and    unclaimed    dividends      11,975  16     7 
,,  Sundry  Creditors — 

Wages,    stores^   etc.     21,367     3    4 
Union  of  S.A. — 
Taxation   under   In- 
come    Tax     (Con-       • 
solidation)         Act, 
1917   (estimated)   .        1,228    9  11 

22,595  13    3 

34,571 

,,  Balance  of  Appropriation  Account- 
Unappropriated  79.888 

Notes. — There  are  further  liabilities  as 
under ; — 
I. — On  account  of  shares  and  inter- 
ests  subscribed   for  in   Co-opera- 
tive concerns,  viz.  : — 
Co-operative  Exchange   Yard,  Ltd. — 
£64    per    share    uncalled    on    25 

shares   £1,600    0    0 

Rand  Mutual  Assurance  Co.,  Ltd. — 
£4   per     share     uncalled    on  136 

shares   544     0    0 

Witwatersrand    Native    Labour    As- 
sociation,   Titd. — 
8s.     per    share    uncalled    on    731 

shares   292     8    0 

Witwatersrand  Co-perative  Smelting 
Worlcs.   Ltd.— 
9s.   6d.   per    share     uncalled     on 

755  shares  358  12    6 

Native  Recruiting  Corporation,  Ltd. 
—Deposit    Account — 
15?.  per  native  uncalled  on  com- 
plement           2,489    5    0 

£5,284    5     6 

— ' 

II. — For    contracts    open      for      the 
supply  of  Stores,  etc. 

£1,126.284  18    4 

I       I 


By  Claim    Property — 

273.73467  Claims,  aa  per  Balance 
Sheet,  :U.st  D.-ccmlu-r,  lOlfi  ... 
,,  -Mine  Development  and  Equipment 
at  cost — 

Development — 

As  per  Balance  Sheet,  3l8t  Decem- 
ber,  1916   i;252,9l2    5    8 

Equipment — 

As  per  Balance  Sheet,   3lBt  Decem- 

ber,    1916   516,762  12     8 

Jsxpended     during      year,     as     per 

Manager's    Report* 2  761     8    8 


^2^n  3f^fj     f,   JO 


„  Shares    and    Interests    in    Co-opera- 
tive Concerns  at  cost — 
Co-operative    Exchange 

Yard,      Ltd.— 25     £80 

siiares,    i'16   per   share 

paid    £400     0     0 

Rand  Mutual  Assur- 
ance     Co.,      Ltd.— 136 

£10     shares,    £6     per 

share    paid      816    0    0 

Witwatersrand     Native 

Labour        A.si5ociation, 

Ltd.— 731    .£1    shares, 

12s.    per    share     paid, 

and     deposit     of     25s. 

per  share   i,. 3.-^2     7     0 

\A  itwatersrand  Co-op- 
erative      Smelting 

Works,    Ltd.— 755    £1 

shares,     lOs.    6d.     per 

share    paid    396     7     6 

Native        Recruiting 

Corporation,        Ltd. — 

31     £1     shares,     fully 

paid,    and    a    deposit 

of  5s.   each  on  the  al- 
lotted   complement    ...       860  1.3     0 

,,  Stores  and  Materials— 

^"   Stock    .37^513  19    o 

Cyanide  shipment  de- 
tained in  foreign 
port    164     0     8 

Advances   on   stores    in 


-   772,436     7     0 
1.011,825     7  10 


3.825     9     6 


transit 


,.  Live    Stock,     Vehicles, 

etc 

,,  Furniture,    etc 

,,  Sundry     Debtors    and 
Payments  in  Advance 


1,100  18  10 

3S,77S  IS     8 

50  0     0 

70  0     0 


„  Deposits,    Fi.xed    mnd 

on    Call,    bearing    in- 
terest       32.568  14    9 

,,  Cash    at    Bankers  and 

'"   Jiand    9.462  17     8 

,,  Gold  Consignment 

Account    24,726    4    6 


38,898  18     8 

4.977     5     5 

47.701  13     7 


66.757  16  11 


114.459  10    6 


£1,126.2*}  18    4 


AUDITORS-     REPORT. 


F.   R.\LEIGH.  Chairman. 

E     REN.\UD.  .  Director. 


RAND  MINES.  LTD..  Secretaries. 
S.  C.  STEIL.  Secretary. 

To  the  Shareholders, 

Durban  Roodepoort  Deep,  Limited. 

We  have  audited  tlio  Balance  Slioot  of  Ih.'  Durbin  Ro.)depoort  Doep.  Ltd..  dated  the  31st  day  of  December.  1917.  above  .set  forth, 
and  have  obtained  all  the  information  and  explanations  we  have  required.  In  our  opinion  such  Balance  Sheet  is  properly  drawn 
up  so  as  to  exhibit  a  true  and  correct  view  of  tlie  jstato  of  the  Company's  affairs  according  to  the  be.«t  of  our  information  and 
explanations  given  us,  and  as  shown  bv  the  books  of  the  Conipanv 

ERNST.  D.\NCKWERTS. 

(Incorporated  Accountants        Auditors. 
Johannesburg,  27th  March,  1918.  J_  D.  H.  L.\NG, 


THE    SOUTH    AFIUCAK    MINING    JOUliNAL. 
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Durban  Roodepoovr.  Deep.  Ltd. — continued. 


Dr. 


Working  Expenditure  and  Revenue  Account  for  the  Year  ending  31st  December  ^  1917. 


Cr. 


To  Working  Expenditure  at  Mine- 
Vide  Manager's   Report    


£376.239  19    4 


General   Expenses — 

Head  Office- 
Salaries,    agency    fees 

aaid   rents £5,668    5    9 

Stationery,     printing, 
advertising,        post- 
ages  and   telegrams        630     1     2 
Directors    and    Audi- 
tors'   fees   1,815    0     0 

Licenses 2,403     0    0 

Sundrv    610    9    4 


By  Gold    Account   

Vide   Manager's   Report. 


£436.224    3    4 


11,126  16    3 


„  Credit  Balance  on  Working  for  the 
Year  carried  down   


To  Donations      and     Contributions      to 

War   Relief  Funds,   etc 

„  Miners'  Phthisis  Compensation  Fund- 
Assessments   


£387,366  15 

48,857     7 


£436,224     3    4 


£591    9  10 
2,438  17    7 


,,  Credit    Balance    carried    to    Appro- 
priation  Account   


£3,030    7    5 

46,344    0    6 

£49,374     7  11 


By  Balance   brought   down 
„  Interest  and   Exchange 


£436,224     3    4 

.  £48,857    7    9 
517     0    2 


£49,374     7  11 


Dr. 


APPROPRIATION  ACCOUNT. 


Cr. 


To  Expended    on    Capital   Account    for 
the   Year — 

Equipment   

,,  Government  Taxes — 
Union  of    S.A. — 
Taxation    under     In- 
come   Tax    (Consoli- 
dation)     Act,    1917 

(estimated) £1,228    9  11 

Adjustments  under 
previous  Taxation 
Acts    2  10  11 


By  Balance    Unappropriated — 

As  per  Balance   Sheet,   31st  December,    1916   ...  £59,774  14     5 
,,  Balance   of  Working     Expenditure    and     Revenue 
Account — 
For  the  year   ended  31st  December,   1917   ... 


£2,761     8    8 


English   Income  Tax    ... 


£1,231     0  10 
61  16  10 


,,  Forfeited  Dividends  refunded   

„  Dividend    Account — 

Divideind   No.    14   of   2^   per  cent.. 

declared   18th   June,   1917   11,000    0    0 

Dividend   No.    15   of  2i   per  cent., 

Declared    18th    December,    1917     11,000    0    0 


1,292  17     a 
176    7  11 


..  Balance    Unappropriated- 
Carried  to  Balance  Sheet 


22.000    0    0 
79,888    0    8 

£106,118  14  11 


46,344    0    6 


RAND  MINES,  LTD.,  Secretaries. 
S.   C.   STEIL,  Secretary. 

Johannesburg,  27th  March,  1918 


£106,118  14- 11 


F.   RALEIGH,  Chairman. 
E.    RENAUD,   Director. 

ERNST.    DANCKWERTS, 

(Incorporated  Accountant),       Auditors 

J    D.  H.  LANG. 


-IbiXlg,   April   i;J.   1018. 
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"INDUSTRY    AS    USUAL." 

LIST     OF 

Manufacturers  &  Agents  belonging  to  the  British  Empire  and  her  Allies. 


HERBERT  AINSWORTH. 

KiiKinpcr  ami  Merchant,  304  307  The  Corner  Ilonsp,  Johanm* 
burg;  South  African  Agent  for  Green's  Patent  Fuel  Economiser-, 
t^anadian  Carbide  "  S  "  Brand,  Allis-Chalmers  Mfg.  Co.,  Crane 
Co.,  Richard  Johnson,  Claphain  &  Morris,  Ltd.,  Kennicott  Water 
Softener  Co.,  Hartlepool  Ropery  Co.,  Ltd.,  Wood's  Colliery 
Plants  and  Wirichf.s,  Manhattan  Rublx^r  Mfg.  Co.,  Conveying 
Weigher   Co.  

BARTLE  &  CO.,  LTD. 

Loveday  Hou.se,  Johannesburg.  'Phones  3553-4.  Sole  Agents 
for  Sanderson  Bros.  &  Newbould,  Limited,  Sheffield ;  F. 
Reddaway  &  Co.,  Ltd.,  Manchester;  John  Shaw,  Ltd.,  Shef- 
field; J.  W.  Roberts,  Ltd.,  Leeds;  Gimson  &  Co.,  Ltd.,  Lei- 
cp.ster;  T.  Li.ster  &  Co.,  Ltd.,  Brighouse;  John  Davis  &  Son, 
Ltd. ,  Derby ;  Unity  Safety  Fuse  Co. ,  Scorrier ;  F.  Bartle 
&  Sons,  Carn  Brea;  and  many  other  well-known  British 
Manufacturers. 


BRITISH  GENERAL  ELECTRIC  CO.,  LTD. 

Comer  Loveday  and  Anderson  Streets,  Johannesburg.  Elec- 
trical Plant  and  Supplies  of  all  descriptions.  'Phones  4242- 
4243;  Telegrams,  "Current";  Box  2406.  Branches  at  Cape- 
town, Durban,  Bulawayo,  etc. 


CHRISTOPHER  &  SHILLITO,  LTD. 

Engineers  and  Iron  Founders,  corner  of  Miller  and  Eighth 
Streets,  New  Doornfontein,  Johannesburg ;  P.O.  Box  1082. 
Works  'Phone  2484.  Specialities  :  Steelwork,  Castings, 
Trucks,  Coal  Tubs,  Forgings,  Tanks,  Pump  Spares,  Mill 
Spares,  Shoes  and  Dies  (Old  Park  Forge,  Sheffield,  England). 


HUBERT  DAVIES  &  CO. 

Electrical  and  Mechanical  Engineers,  for  all  kinds  of  Elec- 
trical Machinery  and  Supplies.  Johannesburg,  Durban,  Cape- 
town and  Salisbury  (Rhodesia). 


FATTFS  S.A.  MACARONI  FACTORY. 

Fatti't  Macaroni  Factories  are  the  suppliers  of  the  much- 
appreciated  Soup-Macaroni  for  the  Mine  Bo^s.  They  inform 
the  Mine  and  Compound  Managers  that  in  spite  of  the  present 
high  cost  of  the  flour  their  price  for  this  healthy  and  very 
nourishing  food  has  been  kept  at  the  pre-war  level,  thus 
making  MACARONI  the  MOST  ECONOMICAL  food  of  the 
present  time.  For  orders  and  quotation  please  apply  to  Box 
1139,  or  'Phone  962,  Johannesburg.— L.  Fatti  and  Co.,  Ltd. 


FRASER  &  CHALMERS,  LTD. 

Farrar   Buildings,    Simmonds   Street,   Johannesburg ;    alto   re- 

E resenting   Holman  Bros.  ;   T.    &   W.    Smith,   Ltd.  ;   Tangyes, 
td.  ;  G.  &  J.  Weir,  Ltd.  ;  and  many  other  British  Agencies. 


HADFIELDS  LTD. 

(Incorporated  in  England.) 

46-47,  CuUinan  Buildings.  'Phone  5900,  Johannesburg.  Cast 
Steel  Gyrating  and  Jaw  Crushers  and  Crusher  Spares, 
Wheels  and  Axles,  Pedestals,  Rollers,  Pulleys  and  General 
Sleel  Castings. 


ROBERT  HUDSON  &  SONS,  LIMFTED. 

Works :  Gildersome  Foundry,  near  Leeds.  83-4,  Cullinan 
Buildings,  'Phone  No.  1731.  Telegraphic  Address:  "  Rale- 
trux."  Manufacturers  of  all  classes  of  Light  Railway  Material 
for  Mining  and  Constractor  use.  Rails  in  all  weights  per 
yard.  Switches  and  Crossings,  Standard  Trucks  of  varicas 
capacitiM  kept  in  stock. 


INGERSOLL-RAND  CO. 


Exploration  Building,  Johannesburg.  Air  Compressors,  Rock 
Drills,  Hose,  Steel,  Pneumatic  Tools,  Cameron  Pumps.  Leyner 
Drill  Sharpeners,  Davis  Calyx  Core  Drill* ,  Centrifugal 
Pumps. 


PEARSON'S  HYCOL,  UMTTED. 

Manufacturers  of  Hycol  Disinfectant  Fluid  (guaranteed  co- 
eflScient  18  20)  and  "  Pacolol  "  Brand  of  Lysol.  Contractors 
to  Union  Government.  Works  :  Hull,  Yorkshire.  S.A.  Head 
Office,  33,  Hout  Street,  Capetown.  Branches  :  Johannesburg, 
'Phone  2472,  Box  3144;  Durban,*  Box  245. 


PHOENIX  FOUNDRY. 

Iron  and  Brass  Founders,  General  Engineers  and  Blacksmiths. 
Office  and  Works:  Hay  Street,  Ophirton.  P.O.  Box  3031, 
Johannesburg.  'Phone  1641.  Sole  Agents  for  Camtyne  Steel 
Castings  Co.,  Glasgow.  Stocks  of  Tappets,  Skip  Wbeelj!, 
Heads,  etc.  Casting  Specialties :  Pipe  Fittings,  White  Iron 
Pump  Spares  and  Tube  Mill  Liners. 

REUNERT  &  LENZ,  LTD. 

Consolidated  Building  (3rd  Floor),  Johannesburg;  P.O.  Box 
92;  Telephone  No.  3061.  Sole  Agents  for  North  British 
Locomotive  Co.,  Ltd.  ;  Leeds  Forge  Co.,  Ltd.  ;  Babcock  and 
Wilcock,  Ltd.;  Bellisa  &  Morcom,  Ltd.;  Davidson  &  Co., 
Ltd.  ;  Frank  Pearn  and  Co.,  Ltd.  ;  "  Atlas  Rock  Drills,"  John 
Stephens  and  Son,  Ltd. ;  E.  and  W.  Lucas,  Ltd.  ;  Sir  Joseph 
Jonas,  Colver  &  Co.,  Ltd.  ;  John  Spencer  i,  Sons,  Ltd.  ; 
and  many  other  high-class  British  Manufacturers. 


J.  V.  STANTON  &  CO. 

Southern  Life  Buildings,  Representing :  Phoenix  Dynamo 
Manufacturing  Co.,  Ltd.  (Bradford,  England),  Electrical 
Plant;  Park  Royal  Engineering  Works,  Ltd.  (London), 
Switchgear,  Instruments,  "Rex"  Fire  Extinguishers;  Flem- 
ing, Birkby  and  Goodall,  Ltd.  (Liversedge,  Eng.),  Tramway 
Equipments;  Henry  Wiggin  and  Co.,  Ltd.  (Birmingham, 
Eng.),  Resistance  mat€rial6;  Walsall  Hardware  Manufacturing 
Co.  (Walsall,  Eng.),  Conduits,  etc.  ;  Canadian  Porcelain  Co. 
(Hamilton,  Canada),  Insulators,  etc.  Mining  Material  other 
than   Electrical,   also  stocked. 


S.  SYKES  &  CO.,  LTD. 

Southern  Life  Buildings,  Johannesburg.  Telephone  No.  8190. 
P.O.  Box  2303.  Telegrams:  "  P.yche."  Sole  Agents  for 
Robey  &  Co.,  Ltd.,  Crossley  Bros.,  Ltd.,  E.  R.  k  F.  Tomer, 
Ltd.,  Worthington  Pump  Co.,  Ltd.,  C.  A.  Parsons  &  Co.,  Ltd., 
Crompton  &  Co.,  Ltd.,  Reyrolle  &  Co.,  Ltd.,  and  Sandycroft, 
Limited. 


E.  W.  TARRY  &  Co.,  Ltd.,  Austral  Iron  Works. 

Corner  of  Anderson  and  End  Streets,  Box  1098.  'Phones 
149  and  626,  Johannesburg.  Iron  and  Brass  Founders  Mid 
General  Engineers.  Machine  Cut  Gears  in  Raw  Hide  and  t^y 
Metal  a  speciality,  and  in  Cast  Iron  up  to  18  feet  diameter. 
Sole  Manufacturers  and  Agents  for  Tregaakis  Patent  Drill 
Heating    Furnace. 


TRANSVAAL  GRAPHITE  M.  &  M.  CO.,  Ltd. 

(W.   M.    HUDSON,   Managing  Director.) 
Foundry  Plumbago.  Flakt  Graphite.  Pipe  Jointing.  "  Munella  " 
Boiler  Composition.   Graphite  Pigment.   Electrical   Graphite,  etc. 
Offices  and  Works:   234  Anderson  Street,  Johannesburg.       'Phona 
2560. 


WADE  &  DORMAN,  LTD. 

Box    2997;   Telephone    1460,    Johannesburg.      Structural    St«el 
Work  of  all  kinds.     Large  Stocks  of  JoisU,   Channels,   Angles, 
Tees,   Plates,   Chequered   Plates,  etc.     Agents   for   British  Steel 
Piling  Co.     Stockyard  and  Works  :  217,   Main  Street. 


WHARTON  HOOD  &  CO.,  LTD. 


Box  6096,  Telephone  973,  Tel.  Address:  "Castings."  Sole 
Agents  {fir  Jenkins  Bros.,  Ltd.,  Montreal;  Geo.  Christie,  Ltd., 
Glasgow;  James  Walker  &  Co.,  Ltd.,  London;  Garlock  Pack- 
ing Co.,  New  York.  OflBces  :  Southern  Life  Buildings,  Johan- 
nesburg. 


C.  F.  WIENAND. 

Commercial  Exchange  Buildings,  Johannesburg ;  'Phona  3. 
Sole  Agent  for  Toledo  Steels  of  all  classes,  Batterley  Iron, 
Barwell's  BolU,  Scott's  Ropes.  Mine  LubricanU,  Ltd.  All 
highest  quality. 
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Minei,  put  on  permanent  record  for  ready  reference." — "  The  Star." 

"  The  only  authoritative  work  o'  reference  on  South  African  mining  companies  pro- 
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Notes   and   Newa 


The  Industry 

in  the  Union 

Parliament. 


The  report  of  the  Select  Committee  on  the  low-grade  mines 

lias  been  laid  before  Parliament,  and 
Monday  next  has  been  fixed  for  a  full 
dress  debate  on  the  issues  raised.  Tlie 
Select  Committee  has  certainly  done  its 
work  with  commendable  promptitude 
and  shown  by  its  action  that  it  is  fully  alive  to  the  gravity 
of  the  position.  The  Select  Committee  on  the  Mining  Leases 
Bill  appears  to  be  still  hearing  evidence,  but  there  are  signs 
that  it,  too,  is  endeavouring  to  speed  up  matters. 

*  *  *  # 

Last  Monday  saw  the  beginning  of    another    big    recruiting 

effort  to  maintain  tlie  strength  of  the 
The  Mines  and  South  .African  Brigade  that  has  done 
War  Recruiting,  such  magnificent  v.ork  in  the  present 
fighting  in  France.  The  attitude  of  the 
mining  industry  in  regard  to  recruiting  was  defined  the  other 
day  by  Mr.  E.  A.  Wallers  at  the  annual  meeting  of  the 
Chamber  of  Klines.  On  that  occasion  he  showed  that  nearly 
5,000  mine  employees  are  registered  with  the  Chamber  as 
having  proceeded  on  active  service  since  the  commencement 
of  the  war.  Of  these  nearly  400  have  given  their  lives  in 
the  service  of  their  country,  and  over  600  have  been 
wounded.  The  partial  conclusion  of  operations  in  East 
Africa  resulted  in  the  return  of  a  considerable  number  of 
mine  employees  from  active  service,  and  the  number  now 
on  service  is  less  in  proportion  to  the  total  number  employed 
than  it  was  a  year  ago.  Mr.  Waller.s  proceeded: — "  It  has 
been  suggested  that  the  industry  should  undertake  to  main- 
tain the  percentage  at  the  latter  figure.  The  most  serious 
difficulty  in  doing  so — apart  from  the  unfortunate  fact  that 
we  have  a  number  of  individuals  employed  on  the  mines,  as 
elsewhere  in  South  Africa,  who  are  opposed  to  the  war  and 
are  not  prepared  to  go  on  active  service — lies  in  the  increas- 
ing financial  inabihty  of  some  of  the  mines  to  give  the  usual 
facilities  to  employees  going  on  active  service.  Thus,  while 
a  considerable  proportion  of  the  mines  are  financially  able 
to  continue  those  facihties  to  the  same  extent  as  in  1915  and 
1916,  other  mines  are  finding  it  increasingly  difficult,  not 
only  to  maintain  the  allowances  which  they  have  promised 
to  those  inen  who  are  still  on  active  service,  but  to  give 
similar  allowances  to  other  employees  who  volunteer.  The 
mining  industry  recognises,  on  the  one  hand,  its  position  as 
a  munitions  industry  and  the  necessity  of  its  continuing 
operations  to  the  fullest  extent  in  order  to  meet  the  needs  of 
the  Imperial  and  Union  Governments,  and,  on  the  other, 
that  the  speciiJ  assistance  given  to  it  to  enable  it  to  so 
continue,  far  from  furnishing  a  reason  for  refusing  facilities 
to  its  employees  to  proceed  on  active  service,  renders  it  all 
tlie  more  incumbent  uyKyn  it  to  give  such  facihties  subject 
always  to  the  carrying  on  of  operations.  I  do  not  suggest 
that  the  leave  and  allowances  given  by  the  Industry  to  its 
employees  proceeding  on  active  service  e.xceed  the  privileges 
given  by  other  employers,  but  when  all  the  factors  are  taken 
mto  account,  I  do  not  thmk  the  industry  has  any  reason 
to  be  ashamed  of  its  policy  and  actions  in  the'  matter. 
The  adverse  factor  of  the  impossibility  of  providing  for  the 
cost  of  such  arrangements  by  increasing  the  price  received 
for  our  product  comes  into  play  in  this  matter,  as  in  most 
otiier  comparisons  between  the  industry  and  other  classes 
of  employers." 

*  #  *  * 

.\t  the  annual  general  meeting  of  the  Randfontein  Central. 

held    this   week,    and    fully    reported    in 

The    Randfontein     tliis   issue,   Mr.   .John   Munro  explained 

Position.  the  position  and  prospects  of  the  mine, 

at  the  close  of  a  more  than  usually 
difficult  year.  The  annual  reports  of  the  company,  also 
printed  in  this  issue,  cover  the  whole  position  and  justify 
Mr.  Munro's  conclusion: — "  From  the  information  which  I 
lun-e  given  it  must  be  ajiparent  to  you  that  we  had  many 
difficulties  to  contend  against,  which  will  bo  remedied  in 
due  course.  It  will  be  necessary  for  shareholders  to  exercise 
a  certain  amount  of  patience,  but  this  will  be  rewarded 
when  the  new  shafts  are  brought  into  commission,  and  in 
view  of  the  highly  satisfactory  values  disclosed  by  develop- 
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ment  on  the  lowest  le.vels,  to  which  I  previously  referred,  I 
feel  confident  this  property  will  in  time  give  a  good  account 
of  itself." 

M,  .i/^  ^  ^ 

■TV-  -Tr  TV"  "Tr 

The   directors   of  the   Southern   Van   Ryn   Reef   G.]M.    Co., 

Ltd.,  have  issued  the  following  state- 

Southsrn  Van  Ryn  Reef  ment :    The  Consohdated  Gold  J'-ields 

and  the  Cold  Fields,  of   South   Africa,    Ltd.,   have   decided 

to    participate    in    the    Southern    Van 
Kyn     Gold     JNIining     Company,     Ltd.,     on     the     following 
terms :     The     present     authorised     capital     is     to     be     in- 
creased   from    £415,000    to    £615,000.       This    increase,    of 
authorised  capital  will  be  available  to  be   taken  up   by  the 
Consohdated  Gold  Fields  of  South  Africa  as  follows  :  50,000 
shares'  at   15s.    (to  be  taken  up  at  once),   £37,500;   37,500 
shares  at  20s.   per  share   (under  option  until  December  31, 
1918),   £37,500;   37,500  shares  at  20s.    (under  option  until 
December  31,  1919),  £37,500;  75,000  shares  at  25s.   (under 
option  until  December  31,   1920),   £93,750.     The   terms   of 
the   option   certificates   already  issued  to   shareholders  who 
have:  supplied  the  working  capital  in  the  past  will  be  ex- 
tended  in  the  same   manner  as  the  foregoing.     On  taking 
up  the  first  50,000  shares,  the  Consolidated  Gold  Fields  have 
the  right  of  appointing  the  chaimian  of  the  board  of  directors, 
as  well  as  two  other  director's  out  of  a  board  of  seven.     The 
Consohdated  Gold  Fields  assume  the  technical  control  and 
management  of  the  property.     Regarding  the  property,  the 
following  is  taken  from  the  manager's  report:   "  At  83  feet 
the  reef  was  encountered  in  the  shaft  and  has  been  exposed 
from  this  point  down.     The  i-eef  at  the  point  of  intersection 
was  36  inches  in  width  and  very  much  disturbed.     It  has 
narrowed  down  very  considerably,    to  an  average  of  about 
14   inches,    and   now  seems   to   be   much   more   settled   and 
uniform.     The  following  are  assay  values  of  the  reef :  At  88 
feet,  12  inches  in  width,  13*7  dwts. ;  at  90  feet,  16  inches  in 
width,  11'25  dwts.  (8  inches  assayed  17"5  dwts.);  at  96  feet, 
12  inches   in   width,   8*75  dwts.     There  is  every  reason  to 
expect  an  increase  of  values  as  we  get  deeper  in  the  shaft, 
but  the  values  now  obtained  are  payable.     Since  the  fore- 
going No.  1  shaft  has  been  sunk  126-5  feet  on  an  incline  of 
60  degrees,  and  at  that  depth  the  reef  has  an  average  width 
of  24  inches.   A  borehole  has  been  put  down  on  the  southern 
boundary  of  the  property,  and  a  reef  was  discovered  at  a 
vertical  depth  of  151  feet.     The  strike  of  the  reefs  on  this 
property   is   north   and  south,   and   the   dip   west ;   the  reef 
encountered  in  this  borehole  lies  to  the  west  of  the  Nigel 
Reef,  and  overlies  same.     This  reef  is  of  considerable  thick- 
ness; the  characteristics  of  this  reef  are  the  same  as  that 
carrying  such  high   values  in  the  Government  Gold  Mining 
Areas  (Modderfontein)  Consolidated,  and  your  directors  have 
no  doubt  that  it  is  the  same  reef,  i.e.  the  Van  Ryn.     The 
property  consists  of  1,652  claims,  and  there  is  a  sum  of  over 
£400,000  available  if  all  the  options  are  taken  up  out  of  a 
total  capital  of  £615,000.     The  directors  feel  sure  that  share- 
holders will  realise  the  great  possibilities  of  the  property. 
The    mine    is    practically    an   outcrop    proposition,    and   the 
development  of  both  reefs  will  be  pushed  on  as  rapidly,  as 
possible."     Notice  of  a  special  meeting  of  shareholders,  to 
be  called  to  confirm  or  otherwise  the  foregoing  arrangements 
with   the   Consolidated  Gold  Fields  of   South   Africa,   Ltd., 
will  be  issued  in  a  few  days. 


* 


* 


* 


* 


In  the  course  of  their  annual  report  for  1917,  the  directors 
The  Outlook  for  of  the  East  Rand  Proprietary  Mines,  Ltd., 
the  EjR.P.M.  state  that  the  ore  reserve  has  been  recal- 
culated, and  is  estimated  at  2,732,000  tons 
of  a  value  of  6*2  dwts.,  which  is  a  reduction  of  1,468,000 
tons.,:  with  an  increase  in  the  value  of  '1  dwt.  The- success 
achieved,  by  the  Francois  process  of  cementation  has  per- 
mitted the  26th  level  crosscut  to  be  extended  for  a  distance 
of  530  feet,  but  work  was  stopped  early  in  February  on 
account  of  water.  TL's  process,  where  apphed  to  water- 
conveying  fissures,  has  been  successful,  but-  as  progress  is 
made  it  becomes  necessary  to  apply  it  as  other  fissures  are 
encountered.  -  In  the  chairman's  address  in  June  last  an 
outline  ;was  given  o*  the  policy  adopted  by  the  board  in  con- 
nection with  the. exploitation  of  the  southern  areas  and  the 
continuation  of  ordinai'y  development  in  the  mine.     To  carry 


out  this  policy  it  was  necessary  to  produce  the  profit  re- 
quired for  the   payment  of  fixed  charges,   namely,   the   re- 
demption of  debentures,  debenture  interest,  mniers'  phthisis 
compensation  fund,  undermining  rights  annuities,  taxation, 
etc.,   wliich  clearly  depended  on  three  factors,   namely,  an 
adequate    supply    of   native   labour,   no  further   increase   ifl 
working  costs,  and'the  d'scdosure  in  development  of  a  reason- 
able percentage  of  payability.     Unfortunately,  none  of  these 
have   eventuated.      The    supply   of   native   labour  decreased 
instead    of   improving,    working   costs   have   increased,    and 
only  424,675   tons   of  payable   ore   were   developed   agamst 
1,018,022  tons  mined  from  the- ore  reserve.      Shareholdei-s 
were  advised  in  the  quarterly  report  for  September  of  the  ., 
board's  decision  to  modify  the  foregoing  policy  m  sucli  a 
way  that  whilst  continuing  the  scheme  for  the  development 
oi  the  southern  areas  the  ordinary  development  operations 
were  to  be  •confined-  to  the  Driefontein  section  area  and  east 
of  Cinderella  Consolidated  boundary,  where  the  most  pro- 
mising indications  existed,  it  being  clearly  stated  that  even 
the  continuation  of  this  pohcy 'was  dependent  on  the  profits 
earned,    because    if   heavy    differences   between    expenditure 
and  revenue  had  to  be  met  tlie  exploitation  of  the  southern 
area  could  not  be  continued,    Whilst  the  necessary  revenue 
was  earned  in  the  last  quarter  of  the  year,  due  to  revenue 
of  an  extraordinary  nature,  the  profits  earned   in  the  two 
months  of  the  cuirent  year  are  materially  below  the  sum 
required  to  meet  the  fixed  charges  mentioned  above.     Not- 
withstanding this  the  board  is  still  carrying  on  the  work  in 
connection  with  the  exploitation  of  the  southern  areas,  but 
the  continuation  of  this  work,  which  consists  of  the  sinking 
of  the  circular  shaft   and  the   extension  of  the  26th  level 
crosscut,   will  require   careful    consideration    in    the     near 
future.     It  is  regretted  that  the  development  operations  in 
the  Blue   Sky  section  have  been  unsatisfactory ;  it  will  be 
seen  from  the  manager's  report  that  development  in  this 
portion   of  the   mine   was   discontinued  towards  the  end  of 
the   year   owing  to   no   payable   values   being   obtained.     A 
considerable  amount  of  work  has  been  done  in  the  area  east 
of  the  Cinderella  with  moderately  encouraging  results.     In 
the   Driefontein   section   development  has   disclosed   ore   of 
good   value.     Work   in   connection   with   the   opening   up    of 
old  workings  is  being  continued,  but  results  so  far  have  not 
met  with  a  great  measure  of  success. 

.U.  •4£>  •AL>  4/. 

•VV*  TV*  "Vv"  -TT 

In  the  course  of  their  annual  report  for  1917,  the  directors 
of  the  Bantjes  state  that  they  have  to  report 
The   Bantjes       with    regret   that    the    operations    for    the 
Position.  year  have  again  been  disappointing.       At 

the  last  annual  meeting  of  the  company, 
shareholders  were  advised  of  the  arrangements  which  had 
been  made  by  the  Board  for  financing  the  company  to  enable 
a  more  vigorous  development  policy  to  be  adopted,  subject 
to  the  development  results  proving  satisfactory  in  the  near 
future.  They  were  also  told  that  whilst  the  leader  develop- 
ment values  obtained  for  the  first  four  months  of  1917  were 
in  keeping  with  those  of  1916,  during  the  month  of  May 
several  of  the  drives,  raises  and  winzes  had  become  un- 
payable. These  poor  leader  values  unfortunately  continued 
during  June  and  July,  so  that  the  leader  drives  in  the  new 
areas  then  being  opened  up  were  previously  developing  payable 
ore,  nearly  all  became  unpayable.  Notwithstanding  these  dis- 
couraging results,  it  was  decided  to  continue  the  testing  of 
the  leader  for  a  few  months  on  a  restricted  scale,  and,  further 
to  continue  the  sinking  of  the  Incline  Shaft.  Some  improve- 
ment was  obtained  by  the  restricted  operations  in  the  leader, 
and  on  the  new  17th  level — \\-hich  is  the  lowest  level  in  the 
mine — payable  values  have  been  found  in  the  leader.  The 
footage  in  the  South  Reef  was  meantime  increased,  and  a 
small  quantity  of  payable  ore  hxis  been  opened  up  in  this 
reef.  The  disclosure  of  payable  values  on  the  17th  level 
has  encouraged  the  directors  to  endeavour  to  continue  shaft 
sinking  in  order  to  prospect  at  lower  depths,  as  the  large 
unexplored  area  below  the  present  workings  is  the  only, 
direction  in  which  the  company  can  have  any  hope  for  the' 
future.  It  is  hoped  that  this  can  be  done  without  incurring' 
much  further  loss,  although  the  present  upward  trend  of 
working  cost  due  to  the  war  renders  this  increasingly  diffi- 
cult. From  this  if  will  be  seen  that  the- Board  is -not  JHsti^ 
fied  in  attempting  to  carry  out  the  pohcy  of- developihg^-the 
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leader  as  extensively  as  recommended  in  tli<;  last  annual 
report,  and  consequently  has  not  availed  itself  of  the  of?er 
of  a  loan  for  this  purpose.  Should  the  underground  posi- 
tion improve,  there  is  every  rejison  to  suppose  that  tlu; 
financial  assistance  previously  offered  will  bo  forthcoming. 
The  ore  reserves  available  for  stoping  have  been  recalculated 
and  show  an  increase  of  133,250  Ions  with  an  improvement 
in  value  of  "55  of  a  dwt.  when  c(jtr)pared  with  the  reserves 
for  stoping  at  the  end  of  191G. 

*  *  *  * 

Speaking  at  the  last  meeting  of  the  South  African  Institution 

of  Engineers  on  Mr.  Vaughan's  paper  ou 
the  factor  of  safety  in  wire  ropes,  Mr.  E. 
.1.  Laschinger  (Past  President  of  the 
Institution)  said,  ititcr  alia  : — "  The 
thanks  of  tlu;  Institution  are  due  to  the 
author  for  his  paper,  and  he  especially  deserves  the  thanks 
of  the  mining  world  lor  putting  into  the  form  of  a  definite 
proposition  a  matter  which  has  been  exercising  the  minds  of 
mining  engineers  for  a  good  few  years  past.  It  has  been 
long  recognised  by  those  who  have  made  a  study  of  and  in- 
vestigated deep-level  winding  problems  that  the  safety  factor 
of  six  at  the  upper  end  of  a  loaded  rope  could  and  should  be 
reduced  in  deep  winding  with  advantage  to  the  mining 
industry  without  sacrificing  safety  in  operation.  Indeed,  for 
very  deep  winding,  the  present  Mines  and  Woi'ks  Act  of  the 
Union  of  South  Africa  imposes  prohibitive  restrictions  in 
certain  cases.  Mr.  Vaughan's  proposition  is  to  fix  two 
limits  for  the  factor  of  safety  and  to  embody  these  condi- 
tions in  the  mining  regulations,  and  it  is  therefore  very  im- 
portant for  engineers  here  thoroughly  to  discuss  his  proposi- 
tion and  to  criticise  the  effect  of  such  conditions  on  the 
practical  operations  of  the  mines,  existing  or  contemplated. 

^  ?ff  ?^  ^F 

At  the  Modder  East,  as  at  most  of  the  mines  on  the  Rand, 

progress   was    hampered    during  recent 

The  Prospects         months   by   the   rains.      Nevertheless   it 

Of  Modder  East.        is  expected  that   the   reef  will  soon   be 

struck  in  the  No.  2  shaft  on  Government 
Lease  area,  and  development  will  then  be  expedited  from 
that  point.  In  the  No.  1  or  Cloverfield  Shaft  Section  good 
progress  has  been  made  with  the  l)road  development  scheme 
originally  planned,  and  values  are  being  well  maintained. 
Considerable  progress  has  also  been  made  with  construction 
woik  on  the  surface. 

^  ^  jj,  ^ 

Tt"  TT  •TT  TV* 

A  correspondent  writes: — "  It  might  be  of  interest  to  some 

of  your  readers  to  learn  the  high  prices 
The  Price  of  which  ai-e  being  j)aid  in  England  for 
Mine  Preps.  mine  props,  and  I  enclose  herewith  an 
extract  from  the  latest  Government 
Schedule  of  maximum  prices  for  various  sizes  of  poles.  I 
might  add  that  since  the  schedule  was  brought  into  force 
mine  owners  have  invariable  to  pay  the  maximum  prices. 
The  Transvaal  mines  are  at  present  fortunately  able  to 
purchase  their  requirements  at  much  lower  prices  than  obtain 
in  Great  Britain."  Pit  Props — Government  Schedule  of 
Prices,  19th  December,  1017: — A.  Counties  of  Brecon,  Car- 
marthen, GlaiBorgan,  Monmouth,  Pembroke,  Radnor, 
Gloucester  and  Somerset:  1.  Home-grown  timber,  delivered 
on  rail  at  mine  sidings,  or  mine  premises.  2.  French,  Por- 
tuguese, or  Spanish  timber  ex  snip.  Price  not  to  exceed 
r)Os.  per  ton  for  hardwoods  and  Cmh.  per  ton  for  softwood. 
B.  Mines  elsewhere  in  England  and  Wales:  1.  Pitprops  in 
the  round  (home-grown  tiniber)  cut  to  leJigths  delivered  on 
rail  at  mine  sidings,  or  on  mine  premises,  mixed  woods,  not 
exceeding  following  prices  (subject  2i   per  cent,   discount). 

Diameters  at  Price  per 

Smallest  ends.  lOOft.  run. 

12s.     M. 

16.S. 

24p. 

32s. 

37s 

50s. 

5.')s. 

63s. 

72s. 

80s. 
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2iiii. 
3in. 
3iin. 
4in. 

5in. 

r).',in. 
Gin. 
Giin. 
7in 


Pence  per  foot. 
=  1..") 
=  1.92 
=  2.88 
=  3.84 
=  4.44 
=  6.00 
=  6.60 
=  7.56 
=  8.04 
=  0.60 
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THE  LEASING  SYSTEM  vs.  STATE  MINING 

In  the  debate  on  the  Estimates  in  the  House  of  Assembly 
last  week,  the  Minister  of  Finance  stated  that  from  th« 
six  mining  leases  entered  into  the  Government  expected  a 
round  suiu  of  no  less  than  £*45,(J(j(),(J(XJ  during  the  working 
of  the  mines.  This  affords  striking  confirmHtion  of  the 
finding  in  the  majority  report  of  the  State  Mining  Commis- 
sion that,  "  in  view  of  the  favourable-  terms  under  which 
the  Government  has  been  able  to  negotiate  the  Far  East 
Rand  Leases,  the  Commissioners  cannot  recoinniend  the 
Union  Parliament  to  depart  from  the  present  wholesome 
policy  of  leasing  in  favour  of  the  establislnnent  of  State 
mining  in  that  area."  In  elaborating  their  arguments  in 
the  final  majority  report,  the  Commissioners  go  on  to  point 
out  that  leasing  is  a  happy  medium  between  an  attempt,  on 
the  one  hand,  to  obtain  all  the  direct  profit  from  minerals 
for  the  individual;  and  State  operation,  on  the  other,  where 
all  the  profits  will  go  to  the  State.  It  seems,  moreover,  to 
be  almost  a  universal  tendency  to-day,  and  one  against 
which  there  are  not  manj'  nor  very  serious  objections.  Even 
the  German  Government  in  a  Bill  comparatively-  recently 
introduced  for  the  establishment  of  "a  Monopoly  for  the 
Sale  of  Petroleum,"  provided  that  a  private  trading  com- 
p my  be  entrusted  with  the  working  of  this  monopoly  on 
behalf  of  the  Government.  The  favourable  tenders  received 
by  the  State  for  the  Far  East  Rand  Leases  hitherto  con- 
cluded, and  particularly  the  latest,  appear  to  the  Commis- 
sioners effectively  to  dispel  one  of  the  strongest  arguments 
m  favour  of  the  State  working  these  areas,  namely,  the  fear 
that  the  Mining  Houses  will  combine  against  the  State  in 
order  to  obtain  the  leases  at  their  own  price  and  on  their 
own  conditions.  The  fact  that  the  State  received  22  tenders 
for  the  four  leases  advertised  on  the  1st  June  last,  and  the 
nature  of  those  tenderji,  indicate  a  healthy  spirit  of  com- 
petition. The  Commissioners  afe  of  the  opinion  that  the 
leasing  pohcy  of  the  Union  Government  is  a  highly  successful 
one,  and,  if  present  conditions  can  be  taken  as  a  guide,  it  is 
not  unlikely  that  the  State's  direct  annual  revenue  from  the 
first  five  leases  will  soon  surpass  in  magnitude  the  present 
direct  revenue  from  the  whole  of  the  Union's  Mining 
Industry.  In  the  majority  report,  already  submitted,  refer- 
ence was  made  to  the  many  bitter  complamts  from  wit- 
nesses regarding  the  treatment  of  the  investing  and  specu- 
lating public  at  the  hands  of  the  financial  houses  controlling 
the  gold  mining  industry.  Particular  emphasis  was  placed 
upon  the  malpractices  and  abuses  of  watering  capital,  and 
many  witnesst\s  submitted  financial  schemes  designed  to 
prevent  simil-n-  evils  in  the  future.  The  Commissioners 
pointed  out  tiiat  the  watering  of  capital  could  not  be  in- 
dulged in  under  the  existing  leasing  system,  under  which 
the  only  remuneration  obtainable  by  the  financing  house 
ior  securing  the  necessary  capital,  apart  from  profits  they 
niay  ultimately  make  from  the  venture,  was  a  commission 
of  five  per  cent.  The  Commissionei-s  add:  "  The  extensive 
development  of  the  leasing  system,  the  consequent  increase 
of  the  State's  direct  inter-^st  in  gold  mining  and  the  use  of 
the  name  '  State  '  and  *  Government  '  by  the  companies 
working  leased  areas,  leads  to  the  conviction  that  the  State 
cannot  entirely  avoid  the  acceptance  of  responsibihties  to 
the  public  hi  these  mattei-s.  There  should  be  no  difficulty 
in  the  State  exercising  the  necessary  measure  of  control 
not  only  at  the  inception  of  a  leased  mine  but  throughout 
its  whole  exploitation  period.  This  control  will  have  a 
salutary  effect  in  checking  any  irregular  and  unfair  methods 
of  finance.  It  will  tend  to  secure  the  confidence  both  of 
the  investing  and  general  public,  and  to  remove  suspicion 
and  irritation  whieh  can  only  react  detrimentally  against 
l)oth  the  State  and  the  Mining  Industry,  and  will  safeguard 
the  leasing  system  against  abuses  which  have  detracted  from 
the  popidarity  of  mining  investments  in  the  past."  Read 
in  the  light  of  the  estimates  made  by  the  Mini.ster  of 
Finance,  this,  it  seems  to  us.  is  the  last  word  on  the  whole 
question  of  State  mining  in  this  country. 
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THE  YEAR  WITH  THE  VILLAGE  DEEP. 


Detailed  Review  of  the  Position  by  the  Consulting  Engineer  and  the  Manager. 


The  annual  report  of  Mr.  Hy.     Stuart    Martin,    Consulting 
Engineer  to  the  Village  Deep,  is  as  follows  :— The  operations 
for  the  jear  ended  December  31st,   1917,  are  reviewed  in 
detail  in  the  Manager's  Report.     Compared  with  the  pre- 
ceding year,  the  working  profit  was  £49,667  less,  due  to  a 
reduction  of  14,100  tons  in  the  quantity  crushed  and  to  an 
increase  of  Is.  9d.  per  ton  milled  in  working  costs.     On  the 
other  hand,  the  yield  was  4d.  per  ton  higher,    due    to    a 
slightly    higher    percentage    of  extraction  in  the  reduction 
plant.     Development  operations  were  fully  maintained,  and 
included  611  feet  of  Inchne  Shaft  sinking,  of  which  444  feet 
were  in  the  Main  Incline,  which  is  now  well  below  the  28th 
Level,  having  reached  a  vertical  depth  of  5,558  feet  below 
the  surface.     Good  progress  was  made  in  driving  all  levels 
from  the  21st  to  26th   inclusive.     The  tonnage  of  payable 
ore   developed  amounted   to  377,140  tons  of  an  estimated 
value  of  6-9  dwts.     Apart  from  this,  prehmmary  driving  and 
winzing  has  been  done,  representing  a  further  756,000  tons. 
A  considerable  proportion  of  this,  viz.,  296,000  tons,  is  m 
areas  the  mining  rights  under  which  have  yet  to  be  secured 
from   the   Government.      The   remaining   460,000   tons   still 
require  additional  valuation  by  means  of  boxhole  raises,  and 
it  is  estimated  that  75  per  cent,  of  this  latter  tonnage  will 
in  all  piobability  prove  profitable.     Re-estimation  of  the  ore 
reserve  at  31st  December,  1917,  resulted  as  follows :— Main 
Reef  Leader,  1,837,800  tons  value,  6-6  dwts.;  stoping  width, 
63  inches.      South  Reef,   36,200    tons;    value,    8-0    dwts.; 
stoping  width,  55  inches.     This  is  classified  as  follows: — 1, 
Available  or  reserve,   l,bl7,000  tons;   value,   6-8  dwts.;  2, 
shaft  pillars,  557,000  tons;  value,  O'O  dwts.     The  available 
ore  reserve  shows  a  decrease  of  522,400  tons  compared  with 
tne  previous  year.     This  is  due  partly  to  the  large  tomiage 
of  partially  valued  ore  carried  forward,  and  partly  to  a  total 
of  229,000  tons  previously  included  in  the  ore  reserve,  which 
has  now  to  be  set  aside  pending  cheaper  working  conditions. 
The  poor  zone  extending  on  each  side  of  the  Main  Incline 
shaft  has  continued  in  depth,  and  on  this  account  the  pro- 
portion of  unpayable  ore  developed  has  been  greater  than 
heretofore.     The  native  labour  position  was  not  at  any  time 
sufficient  to  allow  any  serious  amount  of  stoping  to  be  done 
by  hammer  boys,  and  the  use  of  rock  drills  on  a  large  scale 
in  ground   under  heavy   pressure     has     resulted     in    higher 
stoping   widths   than   desirable,   and  at   the   same  time  in- 
creased expenditure  in  connection  with  support  of  the  under- 
ground    workings.       A    large    portion    of    this     Company's 
boundary  pillar  adjoining  the  City  and  Suburban  Mine  has 
been  disposed  of  to  that  concern  at  a  satisfactory  price.     A 
small  area  on  the  extreme  northern  boundary  has  similarly 
been  sold  to  the  Village  Main  Reef  Company.     Neither  of 
these  areas  could  be  worked  to  advantage  by  your  Company. 
The  expenditure  on  capital  account  was  mainly  in  connec- 
tion with  additional  pumping  plant.     Further  extensions  in 
this  direction  will  be  undertaken  as  soon  as  the  necessary 
plant  is  procurable.     The  management,  staff  and  employees 
have  done  good  work  under  difficult  conditions. 

Inter  aha,  the  ^lanager,  Mr.  J.  Whitehouse,  write  as 
follows: — The  result  of  the  year's  operation  shows  a 
decrease  in  profit  of  £49,667  compared  with  1916,  or  one 
shilling  and  fivepence  per  ton  milled.  Working  costs  show 
an  increase  of  Is.  9d.  per  ton  milled.  A  small  proportion  of 
this  amount  is  due  to  the  increased  cosi  of  development. 
The  balance  to  the  turther  increased  cost  of  ■  stores  and 
material,  which  for  the  year  showed  an  increase  as  com- 
pared with  1916,  of  £24,985,  which  is  equivalent  to  Is.  per 
ton  milled,  and  therefore  accounts  for  the  major  portion  of 
the  increase  of  Is.  9d.  in  working  costs;  to  the  increased 
wages  paid  to  employee^  in  the  shape  of  war  bonuses,  and 
also  to  leave  allowances,  and  the  payment  of  separation 
allowances  to  dependents  of  men  on  active  service.  During 
the  year  holiday  and  sick  leave  amounted  to  £8,516,  and 


allowances  to  employees  on  active  service  to  £10,711.     In 
addition    to    this    war    bonuses  to  white  employees  working 
during  the  latter  part  of  the  year  averaged  from  £800  to 
£900  per  month.     Under  the  heading  of  work  which  can  be 
regarded  as  abnormal,  an  amount  of  £8,907  was  spent,  the 
principal  items  being: — Excavations  and  cost  of  ventilating 
fan  equipment  at  the  16th  level.     Equipment  of  the  south 
compartments  of  No.  3  shaft  with  wooden  guides,  to  replace 
the  steel  ones.     The  new  hau.lage  for  the  21st  level.     During 
the  year  a  considerable  falling    off    in    the    native    labour 
strength    took    place,    which    resulted  in  a  reduced  tonnage 
being  milled.     Owing  to  the  increasing  depth  of  the  mine, 
the  cost  of  pumping  showed  a  considerable  increase  as  com- 
pared with  the  previous  year,  and  as  the  surrounding  mines 
become  worked  out,  there  is  no  doubt  that  a  heavy  burden 
will  fall  upon  this  mine,  due  to  the  large  volume  of  water 
it  will  be  necessary  to  pump.     For  the  same  reason  the  cost 
of  winding  is  increasing  year  by  year,  and  the  mine  having 
now   reached   a    vertical   depth   of   over  a   mile,    it   will   be 
realised   that   the   expenditure     in    this    direction     will    be 
heavier.     The  support  of  hanging  in  the  stopes  of  the  mine 
still  entails  very  considerable  expense,  and  has  been  a  serious 
item  in  the  working  costs  for  the  year.     The  Main  Incline 
Shaft  is  now  68ft.  below  the  28th  level,  having  reached  a  ver- 
tical depth  of  5,558ft.  The     East  Development  Incline  has' 
reached  the  horizon  of  the  24th  level,  from  which  develop- 
ment is  being  done  to  meet  the  haulage  drive  from  the  Main 
Incline.     The  hoisting  of  ore  is  now  almost  entirely  confined 
to  No.  3  shaft,  where  543,130  tons  were  hoisted  during  the 
year.     The  21st  level  has  been  equipped  with  a  mechanical 
haulage  and  is  working  satisfactorily,  and  during  the  next 
few  months  a  similar  concentration  will  be  made  on  the  24th 
level.     Owing  to  the  difficulty  of  obtaining  machinery,  the 
pumps  ordered  for  No.  3  shaft  have  not  been  delivered.    The 
same  difficulty  has  been  experienced  with  the  new  stator 
ordered  for  the   South  Whiting-Hoist  at  No.   3  shaft.     In 
stoping  operations,  92  per  cent,  of  the  ore  mined  was  broken 
,by  machines,   but  owing  to    the    excessive    pressure    now 
experienced  it   is  absolutely   necessary  that  the  maximum 
number  of  hammer  boys  should  be  employed  on  this  work, 
if  satisfactory  results  are  to  be  obtained.     The  quantity  of 
ore  obtained  from  reclamation  during  the  year  is  consider- 
ably  less   than   formerly,   owing  to  this  work   being  almost 
completed,  and  the  ore  remaining  in  old  workings  exhausted. 
During  the  month  of  May  a  tonnage  of  56,300  was  crushed, 
constituting  a  record  for  the  mine.     377,140  tons  of  payable 
ore,  assaying  6-9  dwts.,  over  a  stoping  width  of  63  inches, 
were  developed  during  the  year,    and    in    addition    to    this 
tonnage  there  is  standing  developed,  but  unvalued,  in  shaft 
pillars  198,000  tons,  in  areas  in  which  mining  rights  have 
yet  to  be  secured  from  the  Government  some  296,000  tons, 
and  in  blocks  460,000  tons.     Of  the  block  tonnage  340,000 
tons  will  probably  be  payable.     The  new  sumps  on  the  18th 
level,  which  are  being  prepared  in  anticipation  of  the  arrival 
of  the  pumps  ordered  for  this  shaft,  are  now  nearing  com- 
pletion.    Now  that  the  28th  level  station  has  been  cut,  a 
pump  is  being  installed  at  this  level,  and  it  will  be  necessary, 
in  the  near  future,  to  establish  a  permanent  pumping  station 
at  this  position  in  the  shaft.     The  average  labour  employed 
on  the  mine  was  514  whites  and  3,690  natives,  as  against 
498   whites   and   4,215   natives   for  the   previous  year.      At 
present  there  are  91  employees  on  active  service.     I  regret 
to  state  that  the  following  have  been  killed  in  action  or  have 
died  whilst  serving  their  King  and  country: — Captain  Mqc- 
Kenzie,  Lieutenant  V.  L.  D.     Uzielli,    Lance-Corporal    F. 
Schwartz,  Lance-Corporal  R.  B.  Eadie,  Private  W.  McLeod, 
and  Private  J.  Keegan.     Thosp  remaining  on  the  mine  have 
contributed,  since  the  outbreak  of  war,  £12,205  4s.  lid.  to 
the  war  funds.    It  gives  me  great  pleasure  to  place  on  record 
the  efficient  assistance  rendered  by  the  staff  and  employees 
during  the  year. 


./'burg,  April  13,   1(»18. 
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THE     POSITION     OF    THE    RANDFONTEIN     CENTRAL. 


Consulting  Engineer's  Annual  Report. 


In   his   report   for     1917,     Mr.     W.     L.     Wliitu,     C'oiisultinj^ 
Engineer  to  the  Kandfonteiii  Central  writes  :  — 

The    surface    and    underground    shafts    serving    the    South,    North 
and    Robinson   sections   are   quite   inadequate   for  the  deeper  levels   of 
these    .sections,    besides    being    extremely    expensive    to   sink    and    main- 
tain.    They  are,  moreover,  of  sucli  an  awkward   dip  that  the  progress 
made  in  the  mine  sinking  has  only  been  such  as  would  just  keep  pace 
with   the  stoping.      Further,   the  engine  chambers  for  the  sub-inclines 
are  crushing  badly,  and   in  the  ca.se  of  the   North  Section  it  has  be- 
come  necessary    to   abandon   the   chamber   and    cut   another  one   lower 
down  at  an  expense  of  .some  i;6,000.     To  replace  the  .shafts  (three  ver- 
tical and  three  sub-inclines)   in  these  three  sections,  two  new  vertical 
shafts  have  been  started  from  the  surface.     They  are  so  placed  as  to 
intersect   the    Leader  at   a  depth   of   about   .3,100   feet,    and   it   is  pro- 
posed to  sink  them  to  a  depth  of  approximately  5,000  feet  each  ;  they 
are   of   a  shape   that   will   facilitate   sinking,   and   of   such   capacity   as 
will  easily   serve  the  three  sections  referred  to.     In  former  years  the 
heavy    charges    on    Capital    Account    have    consisted    very    largely    of 
the  annual  expenses  of  shaft  sinking,  with  the  accompanying  pumping 
installations.      It    is    proposed    to   complete   the    sinking   of    these    new 
shafts  and   instal  permanent  pumping  plants  at  the  2, .500ft.  level  and 
5,000ft.   level  before  bringing  them  into  general  operation.     So  far  as 
these  three  sections  are  concerned,  there  will  then  be  no  f  irther  ex- 
penditure on  shaft  sinking  or  pump  installations  for  many  years.     It 
is  anticipated  that  each  of  the  new  Vertical  Shafts  will  cost  consider- 
ably less  per  foot  than  any  of  the  three  sub-inclines  now  in  use,  and 
when  completed  they   will  certainly  facilitate  greatly  the  development 
and    ventilation,    as    well    as   the    general    working    of    tlie   mine.      On 
the   Mynpacht   Section,  the  shaft  lay-out,   which  is  both   inconvenient 
and   expensive,    is    being   reai'ranged.        The   Block   A    Incline   is   now- 
down  to  a  depth  of  3,277  feet  on  the  incline.        This  shaft  has  been 
badly  knocked  about  in  the  past,  and  it  is  not  considered  advisable  to 
extend   it  .at   all   beyond   an  incline   depth  of   4,000   feet.        Some  new 
arrangement  will  have  to  be  made,  therefore,  to  handle  the  ground  be- 
low this  level.     Considerable  progress  has  been  made  in  shaft  sinking 
during  the  year,  and  we  are  now  able  to  increase  the  distance  between 
levels  from  150  feet  to  200  feet.     This  policy  will  in  time  decrease  the 
cost  of  development,  and   at  the  same  time  it  will  have  a  favourable 
tendency   on  the   grade   of   the  ore  treated.      ^lention  was  made  at  tlie 
last  annual  meeting  of  the  fact   that  three  large  ventilating  fans  had 
been  installed.       1  hese    fans    were    placed    on    the    surface,  and    the 
expense  of   keeping  the  airwa-.  s  open   and   preventing  short  circuiting 
from  the  surface  has  been  so  heavy  that  it  has  now  been  decided  to 
replace  two   of   them   by   installing  smaller  fans   underground   in  each 
section   between   the   surface  and   the  sub-incline  shafts.      It  is  unfor- 
tunate  that    this    work   should    be   necessary,   but,    in   addition   to   the 
expense    entailed    at    present,    interruption    to   the    su])ply    of    fresh   air 
is  so  injurious  to  the  health  of  the  employees  that  no  other  course  is 
felt  to  be  possible. 

Early  in  the  year  it  was  decided  to  close  the  Porges  reduction 
works  and  concentrate  the  whole  of  the  treatment  at  the  big  Central 
plant.  The  Butters'  filter  at  the  Porges  was  transferred  to  the 
Central  plant,  and  in  all  other  respects  it  was  felt  that  with  some 
little  rearrangement  the  Central  plant  would  be  quite  capable  of 
all  the  ore  the  various  sections  of  the  Mine  could  supply.  Considerable 
saving  has  resulted  from  this  change  already,  but  it  will  be  more 
apparent  when  additional  tonnage  can  be  mined.  During  the  year  sub- 
stantial economies  have  been  effcted  in  native  labour,  both  on  sur- 
face and  underground.  At  the  beginning  of  the  year  there  were  em- 
ployed on  the  property  19,83.3  natives.  It  was  felt  that  a  gradual 
reduction  to  about  17,000  natives  could  be  effected,  and  that  this 
number  would  be  sufficient  to  produce  fully  180,000  tons  per  month 
Unfortunately,  on  account  of  the  acute  shortage  of  labour  experienced 
generally,  the  number  at  Randfontein  fell  below  the  figure  desired, 
and  for  several  mouths  has  been  about   1.5,700  onlv.     As  a   result    the 
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tonnage  treated  and  the  monthly  profits  have  been  less  than  ■ 
(ipated  early  in  the  year.     In  hpite  of  economies  in  certain  d. 
costs  are  increased   for  the  year,  chiefiy  on  account  of  the  lower  ion 
nage   treated.         In    addition,    the    increase    in   the   cost    of    stores,    the 
war  bonuses  and  increased  wages,  the  induj-ion  in  costH  of  gold  reali- 
sation charges,  and  the  active  service  allowances,  have  all  added  to  the 
coat  of   working,   and   as  tf^mpared   with  a  year  ago  amount  in  all  to 
28     7d.    per  ton.      Under  the  item   "  Active' Service  Allowances,"  em- 
ployees,  who  had   left  Randfontein  since  the  outbreak  of  war  to  join 
the   forces,    became   eligible    from    February    1st,    1917,   for   ailowan.»-N 
varying  from  quarter  pay  in  the  case  of  single  men  Uj  half  pay  in  the 
case  of  married  employees.     Applications  have  been  received  through- 
out the  year  from  men  at  the  front,  and  the  expenditure  under  this 
head  amounted  to  £2,0G8  per  month  at  the  end  of  the  j'ear.     A  te-e«ti- 
mate  of  the  ore  reserves  has  been  made  on  more  complete  data  than  has 
hitherto  been  available,  and  I  regret  to  say  the  figures  show  little  re- 
.scmblance  to  those  given  at  the  end  of  1916.     The  principal  different v 
lies  in  the  increase  of  the  stoping  width  frcm  44  inches  to  5-3  inches. 
Th-3   actual   stoping    width    being   obtained    in   practice   at   the   present 
time  is  appro.ximately  53  inches,  and  to  base  an  estimate  on  a  stoping 
width   which   in  practice  is  unobtainable  tends  only  to  a  result  which 
is  fictitious,  not  to  say  misleading.  The  result  of  increasing  the  stoping 
width  should  naturally  be  a  reduced  value,  and  an  increa.sed  tonnage. 
uKjre    particularly    as    throughout    the    year    we    lave    been    developing 
more   than   we  have   depleted.      Large  tonnages,   however,   which   were 
included    in  the   191G  estimates,   have  now   had  to  l)e  excluded  as  be 
ing   inaccessible;   more   particularly  an  amount  of  531,000  tons  in  the 
No.   1,  No.   10,  and  the  South  Randfontein  Deep  .sections.     The  .South 
Randfontein  Deep  and  No.   10  sections  are  under  water,  and  no  check 
is  possible,   but   in  my  opinion  it  is  extremely  doubtful  if  one  would 
be    justified    in    assuming    that    more    than    a    fraction   of   the    531,000 
tons   taken   as   payable  at    ".hat   time   really  exists  ;   more  especially   as 
each  of  those  three  sections  had  been  closed  down  as  not  being  worth 
working  by  the  end  of  1916.     The  revision  of  the  ore  reserves  gives  the 
following  results:   (1)  4.853,000  tons  payable  and  available  of  a  value 
of  6.8  dwts.  over  53  inches;   (2)   332,000  tons,  being  shaft  and  build- 
ing   pillars,    of   a    value   of   6-3   dwts.    over   52    inches;    5.185.000   tons 
of  a  value  of  G.8  dwts.  over  53  inche.?.     Included  under  item  No.  1  is 
an  amount  of  010, OCO  tons,  which  is  only  ju.st  payable — averaging  4.6 
dwts.    over  stoping   width.     The   values  of  the  lowest   exposures   from 
No.    3    section    to    the    mynpacht    section,    over    a    distance    of    nearlv 
15,000  feet,  rre  as  follows  : — Randfontein  Leader — 95  per  cent,  of  the 
footage  sampled  is  payable,  with  an  average  value  of  8.25  dwts.  over 
48  inches.     West  Reef — 70  per  cent,  of  the  footage  sampled  is  payible. 
with  an  average  value  of  9.4  dwts.  over  48  inches.       The.<e  values  are 
distinctly  encouraging  for  the  future,  but  it  will  be  realised  that  the 
outlook  at  the  moment,  owing  to  the  many  handicaps  and  difficulties 
of  the  present  time,  leaves  much  to  be  desired.     No  real  progress  can 
be  made   until   the  new   shaft   .scheme   is   in  operation,   but   when  this 
stage  has  been  reached,   and  provided  the  present  good  values  persist 
in  depth,  the  property  will  be  in  a  position  to  make  a  good  showing. 
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THE  PROSPECTS  OF  THE  LANGLAAGTE  ESTATE. 


Consulting  Engineer*s  Annual  Report. 


In  his  annual  report  for  1917,  Mr.  W.  L.  White,  Consulting 
Engineer  to  the  Langlaagte  Estates,  writes: — At  the 
beginning  of  the  year,  the  present  shaft  scheme  being  in- 
adequate for  the  lower  levels  of  the  property,  a  new  shaft 
scheme  had  been  put  in  hand,  consisting  of  an  extension  of 
the  Hebbard  Incline  to  surface,  and  a  new  suib-incline  below 
the  20th  level.  After  investigation,  it  was  decided  to  cut 
out  the  new  sub-shaft,  to  extend  the  present  Hebbard  Incline 
to  the  south  boundary,  and  serve  the  property  with  the  two 
new  electric  winders  on  the  surface.  Work  on  these  hoists 
in  England  has,  however,  been  suspended,  and  it  wjII 
probably  be  some  time  before  they  are  available.  Costs  for 
the  year  show  a  considerable  reduction  under  certain  heads 
— chiefly  mining  and  treatment.  General  stores  also  show  a 
reduction,  in  spite  of  their  increased  cost,  from  5' 78s.  per  ton 
mined  in  January  to  5-22s.  per  ton  for  December. 
The  chief  feature  of  the  year's  work,  however,  is  the  steady 
fall  in  the  number  of  underground  boys  at  work  from  3,362 
to  2,129  in  November.  Concurrently  with  this  decrease 
there  is  an  increase  of  27  per  cent,  in  efficiency  or  in  the 
rock  mined  per  underground  boy.  With  a  comparatively 
small  increase  in  the  underground  labour  force,  results  on 


this  property  will  show  substantial  improvement.  Consider- 
able alterations  have  been  undertaken  during  the  year  in 
the  reduction  plant,  and  by  way  of  shutting  down  the  steam 
power  plant  and  substituting  electric  power  purchased  from 
the  Victoria  Falls  Power  Company.  These  alterations  when 
complete  will  effect  a  further  saving  in  costs.  Development 
has  been  kept  well  up  during  the  year,  and  with  the  gradual 
fall  in  the  ore  from  stopes  has  added  sixpence  to  the  costs 
during  the  latter  months  of  the  year,  whilst  at  the  same 
time  the  increase  in  the  proportion  of  low-grade  ore  froiga  the 
various  development  points  has  tended  to  lower  the  grade 
rather  much.  The  results  of  the  year's  development  work 
have  been  quite  satisfactory.  The  ore  reserves  at  the  end  of 
the  year  have  been  estimated  at  1,060,594  stoping  ton^  of 
a  value  of  6.9  dwts.  over  a  stoping  width  of  54  inches. 
There  have  been  excluded  from  this  estimate,  as  inaccessible 
and  unpayable,  305,214  tons  which  were  included  at  the  end 
of  1916.  The  future  of  this  property  is  quite  hopeful  at  the 
moment,  and  if  the  glycerine  and  labour  position  do  not  make 
tlie  position  too  difficult,  the  mine  should  show  improving 
results  during  the  present  year. 


THE  OUTLOOK  FOR  THE  CONSOLIDATED  LANGLAAGTE  MINES. 


Points  from  the  Consulting  Engineer's  Annual  Report. 


In  his  annual  report  for  1917,  Mr.  W.  L.  White,  the  Con- 
sulting. Engineer  of  the  Consolidated  Langlaagte,  writes:  — 
At  no  time  during  the  past  year  has  it  been  possible  to  run 
the  reduction  works  at  their  full  capacity,  and  the  difficulty 
of  supplying  rock  to  the  mill  became  considerably  greater 
in  the  last  six  montlrs  of  the  year.  As  compared  with  1916, 
the  tonnage  crushed  shows  a  decrease  of  41,400  tons,  which 
shortage  was  entirely  due  to  the  scarcity  of  native  labour. 
There  was  a  shght  decrease  in  the  grade  of  about  twopence 
per  ton,  but  working  costs  were  a  shilling  per  ton  higher, 
and  the  gross  profit,  at  £229,392,  shows  a  drop  of  £55,004. 
The  increase  in  working  costs  is  accounted  for  by  the  reduced 
scale  of  operations,  and  also  by  the  increased  charge  on 
account  of  development..  The  development  footage 
amounted  to  18,880  feet,  being  an  increase  of  1,276  feet  as 
compared  with  the  previous  year.  Both  the  South  Reef  and 
Main  Reef  Leader  have  shown  marked  indications  of  lower 
percentage  payability  and  lower  grade  as  the  depth  of  the 
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mine  increased,  and  the  extra  development  was  undertaken 
in  order  to  maintain  as  far  as  possible  the  sound  position  in 
which  the  ore  reserves  have  stood  for  several  years  past. 
The  East  Incline  Shaft  was  sunk  229  feet,  and  the  West 
Incline  Shaft  was  sunk  203  feet  during  the  year.  The 
payable  ore  reserves  at  the  end  of  the  year  were  estimated 
at  2,132,778  stoping  tons,  having  an  assay  value  of  6'0  dwts. 
over  a  stoping  width  of  53  inches.  The  outlook  for  1918  is 
not  particularly  bright.  It  will  be  seen  that  the  ore  reserves 
position  is  quite  satisfactory,  but  it  is  likely  that  working 
costs  may  continue  to  increase  with  the  prolongation  of  the 
war.  The  additional  difficulty  has  to  be  faced  of  a  restricted 
supply  of  explosives,  owing  to  the  Imperial  Government 
curtailing  the  amount  of  glycerine  allotted  to  South  Africa. 
This,  together  with  a  further  reduction  in  the  amount  of 
shipping  available  from  England  and  America,  will  tend  to 
restrict  the  scale  of  operations  and  increase  the  cost  of 
working  during  the  present  year. 


A.NSWERS     TO     CORRESPONDENTS. 


Ill  enquiries  addressed  to  the  Editor  must  bear  the  writer's  name 
and  full  address.  We  cannot  reply  to  enquiries  by  letter,  but 
telegraTm  with  replies  prepaid  will  be  answered.  Correspondents 
ore   requested  to   write   their   names   and  pseudonyms  distinctly. 


J.   S.   p." — Enquiries  being  made. 

Anxious."— The  life  is  estimated  at  about  five  years. 

Rhodesian." — Your  request  has  been  complied  with. 

Investor." — Purely  a  Capetown  venture,  the  shares  not 
being  dealt  in   elsewhere. 

J.  W."  (Bloemhof). — (1)  Afraid  your  request  is  not  in 
our  line.  Better  write  direct  to  a  commercial  broker. 
(2)  All  the  industrials  you  mention  are  good  invest- 
ments. It  seems  a  favourable  time  to  buy  the  mining 
shares  in  question. 

W."— (1)  Yes.       (2)  25  per  cent. 
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THE    MARCH    GOLD     OUTPUT    IN     DETAIL. 

Increase  of  36,522  ozs.  on  February  Returns-  Floods  Still  Hamper  Operations. 


The  gold  output  for  March  was  declured  on  Wednesday  l)y 
tlie  Chamber  of  Mines  at  696,281  ozs.,  of  the  value  of 
£2,957,614,  an  increase  on  the  Fi-hruary  return  of  36,522 
ozs.,  representing  in  (;ash  £155,137,  which  must  be  regarded 
iis  satisfactory  considering  the  serious  interference  witli 
operations  on  a  number  of  j)roj)ertie^;by  floods  and  the  fact 
that  there  was  only  one  e.xtra  working  day  in  March,  which 
included  five  Sundays  and  the  Good  Friday  holiday.  The 
Witwatersrand  output  was  677,008  ozs.,  the  value  being 
JL'2,875,749,  being  an  increase  of  39,437  ozs.,  and  in  value 
Jtl67,520.  The  outside  districts  returned  19,273  ozs.,  repre- 
senting £81,865.  The  dropping  out  of  the  Nigel  in  March 
puts  £12,989  on  the  wrong  side,  and  the  output  is  down  to 
the  extent  of  2,915  ozs.,  valued  at  £12,383.  The  total 
output  is  still  far  from  normal.  In  March  of  last  year  it 
was  787,094  ozs.,  and  in  March  of  the  previous  yea'-  796,689 
ozs.  Twelve  mines  on  the  Rand  showed  losses  which  in  the 
aggregate  amount  to  £30,462.  The  mines  are  :  Randfontein 
Central  loss  £9,841,  due  to  low  tonnage  crushed  and  high 
working  costs;  New  Heriot  loss  £6,086,  due  to  water  in  the 
mine ;  Simmer  Deep  £4,677,  West  Rand  Consol'dated 
£2,672,  due  to  heavily  increased  pumping  and  baling  costs 
consequent  on  water  troubles,  Princess  Estate  £1,440, 
Roodepoort  United  £1,060,  Jupiter  £1,040,  Knight  Central 
£955,  which  was  due  to  difiRculty  in  obtaining  sufficient  rock 
for  the  mill  owing,  to  the  limited  number  of  stope  faces 
available;  Witwatersrand  Deep  £912,  Geldenlurs  Deep 
£714,  due  to  effects  of  flooding;  Ginsberg  £526,  and  Bantjes 
£521.  There  were  8,930  stamps  operating  at  the  end  of 
March,  being  a  decrease  of  115  compared  with  February, 
which  is  due  to  the  cessation  of  operations  at  the  Nigel  and 
Sheba.  The  labour  figures  again  show  satisfactory'  increase, 
the  number  w(jrking  on  the  gold  mines  being  183,055,  an 
increase  of  1,989.     The  totals  of  the  output  are:  — 

Total  output 696,281  ozs. 

Value        £2,957,614 

Increase    36,522  ozs. 

Value         £155,137 

Witwatersrand        677,008  ozs. 


Value  

Increase  

Value  

Outside   Districts 

Value  

Decrease 

Value  ... 

Stamps  

Decrease 


Individual   Returns. 


Value. 


£2,875,749 

39,437  ozs. 
£167,520 

19,273  ozs. 
£81,805 

2,915  ozs. 
£12,383 
8,930 
115 


Increase .  Decrea  se . 


Aurora   West 

Bantjes        

Brakpan       

City  and  Suburban 

City  Deep 

Con.  Langlaagte 
Con.  !Main  Reef 
Durban  Roodepoort 

E.R.P.M 

Ferreira   Deep    . . . 
Geduld  Prop. 
Geldenhuis    Deep 

Ginsberg       

Glencairn     

Government  Areas 

Jupiter  

Knight  Central  ... 
Knights  Deep     ... 
Langlaagte    Estate 
Luipaardbvlei 
Meyer  and  Charlton 


£15,534 

£1,232 

22,768 

1,988 

96,377 

9,179 

38,297 

3,793 

119,799 

5,013 

53,602 

2,553 

73,244 

6,312 

10,704 

142,145 

564 

75,495 

6,040 

60,789 

2.374 

61,214 

5,101 

11,787 

237 

12,875 

574 

162,387 

7,910 

22,0.30 

565 

28,103 

1,546 

70,126 

650 

45,017 

63 

18,414 

26 

37.146 

8,529 

£17 


Value. 

Modder  B 92,266 

Modder   Deep      85,.3.>1 

New  Goch 16,367 

New    Heriot        9,417 

New    Kleinfontein      73,443 

New  Modder       129,619 

New  Primrose     14,043 

New  Unified       10,801 

Princess       26,323 

Randfontein  Central         ...  1.j0,956 

Robinson      ...     .' 41,564 

Robinson  Deep 64,650 

Roodepoort    United    28,511 

Rose  Deep 62,548 

Simmer  and  .Jack     58,016 

Simmer  Deep     ...     .T.     ...  38,510 

Springs          7(J,19R 

Van  Ryu     37,027 

Van  Ryn  Deep 97,545 

Village"^  Deep       70,079 

Village  Main       38,591 

West  Rand  Consolidated...  33,056 

Witwatersrand    44.924 

Wit.  Deep '..     ...  40,880 

Wolhuter     36,4.30 

Durban   Deep     39,814 

Crown  Mines      224,255 

Nourse  Mines     52,243 

Miscellaneous      8,412 


Increase.  Decrease. 

7,744  — 

1,788  — 

1,610  — 

—  3,594 
5.144  — 
5,080  — 

178  — 

1,605  — 

2,298  — 

—  25..')37 
620  — 

3,797  — 

1.385  — 

4,214  — 

2,953  - 

438  — 

6,771  — 

1,966  — 
4,699 

10,076  — 

4,435  — 

2,821  — 

6,9()6  — 

10,411  — 

4.163  — 

3,751  — 

29,161  — 

3.989  — 
4,356 


Sub    Nigel    

Barrett         

Sheba    ..:     

Glvnn's  Lvdenburij 

T.G.M.E 

Nigel     

Miscellaneous 


Outside  Districts. 

...       24,467 

446 

4,112 

7,157 

23,579 


1,147 


1,469 
76 


1 .081 
1 .631 


12.989 
26<i 


...       22,104  — 
Group  Profits. 
The  following  are   the   totals  of  the  different  groups  f«jr 
February  and  March:  — 

Februarv.  March.. 

Central   J  fining £238,308  €276.812 

Barnato         159.225  136,496 

Gold  Fields 33,840  28,711 

General  Mining 20,894  27.854 

Mines    Selection           63,322  70.634 

Goerz     66.871  66,970 


£582.460      £607.4 


1 1 
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THE  MARCH  GOLD  OUTPUT:  GROUP  RETURNS. 


Central  Mining /Rand  Mines  Group. 

The  following  are  the  results  of  crushing  operations  of 
the  Central  Mining/ Rand  Mines  companies  for  tho  month 
of  March  :  — 


* 

i 

1 

s 

s 

Company 

CO 

1 

9 

*  . 

°s 

J 

03 

a 

3 

im 

.§-£H 

^^ 

.2 

^ 

^ 

^S£ 

kII 

Bantjes  Cons.   ... 

90 

3 

19,600 

5,360 

=^=521 

23/  3-4 

City   Deep    

Al'A 

9 

60,000 

27,944 

44,346 

24/  0-5 

Con.    yi-din    Reef 

220 

6 

53,570 

17,243 

12,615 

22/  0-9 

Crown  Mines     ... 

(360 

26. 

171,000 

52,794 

37,448 

21/  3-5 

Dur.   Rood  Dp.    . 

100 

3 

25,200 

9,373 

4,065 

27/  9 

East  Rand   Prop. 

600 

23 

121,000 

33,466 

6,084 

22;    5-3 

Ferreira  Deep   ... 

280 

7 

48,400 

17,773 

22,190 

21/   4-4 

(xeldenhuis  Dp.   . 

300 

7 

51,700 

14,411 

*714 

23/   4-5 

Knight   Central    . 

120 

3 

24,400 

6,616 

*955 

23/  3 

Modder  B 

1596 

6 

40,700 

22,192 

48,224 

21/  7-9 

New  Modder     ... 

180 

7 

52,000 

30,515 

64,297 

24/  0-'.» 

Nourse   Mines    . . . 

180 

5 

39,100 

12,299 

2,050 

25/  2-5 

Robinson      

2(J0 

6 

41,900 

9,785 

2,593 

18/  4 

Rose  Deep  

300 

7 

51,700 

14,725 

13,966 

18/  4-7 

Village    Main    R. 

130 

4 

25,100 

9,085 

10,579 

21/  9 

Wolhuter      

120 

4 

30,000 

8,581 

5,184 

20/  9-3 

Village  Deep 

180 

7 

50,800 

16,498 

6,273 

24/  7-2 

Wit.   Deep  

.205 

5 

35,200 

9,624 

*912 

23/  3-2 

Tls.  k  averages  4,115  138  941,370  318,284  276,812  22/  4 
A  Includes  4  Nissen  stamps,     b  Includes  16  Nissen  stamps. 

*  Loss. 

Ciixj  Deep. — Decreased  profit  due  to  abnormal  expendi- 
ture.    April  costs  should  be  normal. 

GcldenJiuis  Deep. — Loss  due  to  effects  of  flooding  of 
mine,  more  normal  results  expected  this  month. 

Village  Deep. — Operations  still  affected  by  recent  flood- 
ing- 

Bantjes  ConHolidnicd  Mines. — IjOss  due  to  unusually  low 
yield. 

Knight  Central. — Tjoss  due  to  difficulty  of  obtaining 
sufficient  rock  for  Mill  owing  to  limited  number  of  stope 
faces  available. 


Goerz  Group. 

Results   of   operations   on    the    producing   mines   of   this 
group  for  the  month  of  March  :  — 


Company 

Geduld    Proprietary    . 
Modder  Deep  Levels 
Princess  Estate  ... 

Totals         ...     . 


Company. 

Geduld  Proprietary 
Modder  Deep  Levels 
Princess  Estate     ... 


Tons 
Stamps.    Crushed. 

100  42,000 
70  41,000 
60   18.500 


Total 
Revenue. 

£61,127 
85,185 
26,292 


Revenue 
per  ton 

29/  1 

41/  7 
28/  5 


.  .     230     101,500 

Costa. 

,. ■ ^ 

Total.        I'er  Ton. 

€41,893  19/11 
36,009  17/  7 
27,732     30/  0 


172,604        — 

Profit. 


Total.  Per  Ton 

£19,234  9/  2 

49,176  24/  0 

*1,440  — 


Tot; 


us 


£105,634 
*  Loss. 


£66,970 


Transvaal  G.M.  Estates. 

The  following  are  the  particulars  of  this  company's 
output  for  the  month  of  March,  1918: — Central  Minos: 
Tons  crushed,  10,600;  yielding  3.923  fine  ozs.  Elandsdrift 
Mine:  Tons  crushe<l,  1,500;  yielding  1,015  fine  ozs.  Vaal- 
hoek  Mine:  Tons  crushed,  1,960;  yielding  613  fine  ozs. 
Estimated  value  of  month's  output,  .£23,114;  estimated 
profit  for  month,  £5,322.  Results  still  affected  by  recent 
rains. 


Barnato  Group. 

The    results    of    operations    of    the    Barnato    group    for 
March  are  as  follows  :  — 


Mine.                         '  Sumps. 

Consolidated  Langlaagte      ...  KX) 

Ginsberg          70 

Glencairn         160 

Government  Areas       180 

Langlaagte  Estate        200 

New  Primrose        140 

New   Unified          60 

Randfontein    Central    6(J0 

Van  Ryn  Deep     80 

Witwatersrand       215 


Tona 
Crushed. 

44.150 

12,4(J() 
1H,(J(J() 

108,500 
37.420 
17.7(J(J 
12,(XX) 

129,(J00 
44,140 
38,lfX) 


Rcvenne 

from  Gold 

£53,603 
11,785 
12,874 

162,388 
45.016 
14,042 
10.806 

150,956 
97,.'»47 
44,924 


Totals  and  averages 

...   1805 

462,010 

£6(J3,941 

February  totals     ... 

...  1800 

450.760 

£6(>i.695 

Working 

Groes 

Totoi 

Coeuj 

Profit  includ- 

Mine. 

Working 

per  Ton 

ing  Sundry 

Costs. 

Milled. 
Shillings. 

Rerenue. 

Consolidated  Langlaagte   . 

.     £39,672 

17-971 

£14,094 

Ginsberg      

12.398 

19-996 

*52C 

Glencairn     

12,617 

14019 

406 

Government   Areas 

.     102,565 

18-906 

60.410 

Langlaagte    Estate    

.       39,838 

21-292 

5.309 

New  Primrose     

14,054 

15-880 

68 

New    Unified       

9,594 

15-990 

1.247 

Randfontein  Central 

.     161,537 

25-045 

*9.841 

Van  Ryn  Deep 

44,151 

19-737 

54,071 

Witwatersrand    

.       35,144 

18-448 

ll,i;58 

£146.863 

.  £471,570 

20-414 

*10..367 

Totals  and  averages.. 

£136.496 

February    totals £450.205  19584      £159,225 

*  Loss. 

Monihhj  Gross  Profit  for  1918.— Januarv,  £190,628; 
February,  £159.225;  March,  £136,496. 

Profits  of  all  companies  excepting  Government  Areas 
and  Van  Ryn  l>oep  continue  to  be  adversely  affected  by 
recent  flooding.  Randfontein  Central  loss  "due  to  low 
tonnage  crushed  and  high  working  costs  incidental  to  severe 
water  trouble.     Conditions  improving. 

Consolidated  Mines  Selection  Group. 

The  following  are  the  results  of  operations  for  the  month 
of  March  :  — 

Stamps  Tons  Working  Cost 

Working.  Milled.  p«r  Ton  Milled 

110  53,500  21/  9-086" 

6'y  33.020  22/  0600 


Brakpan  

Springs    

Totals  'ind  averages 


175 


86.520 


21   10.427 


Value  of          Yiald  Working      Working 

Gold               per  Profit.           Piofit 

declarfd.          Ton.  per  Ton. 

Brakpan      £95.221     35     7- 161  £37,021     13  10075 

Springs       70,018     42     4913  33.613     20/  4313 

Tls.  and  averages  £165,239     38/  2361  €70.634     16/  3931 


Glynn's  Lydenburg. 
The  following  are  the  particulars  of  this  company's 
output  for  the  month  of  March,  1918  : — Tons  crushed.  4.053; 
yielding  1,684  fine  ozs.;  estimated  value  of  month's  output. 
£7,002;  estimated  profit  for  the  month,  £1.477.  Results 
still  affected  hv  recent  floodinc 
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AFRICAN   INDENT   MERCHANTS,  LTD. 

P.O.Box  5073.  JOHANNESBURG.  Telephone  1136. 
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COOLER  TUNNEL  SLAB 

As  supplied  to 
The  BRITISH  ADMIRALTY  and  WAR  OFFICE. 


ITS  high  melting  point  makes  it  invaluable  for  hot  climates 
or  heated  engine  rooms.  It  is  clean  to  handle,  simple  to  apply, 
and  free  from  offensive  smell.  Its  lasting  properties  are  much 
greater  than  Tallow  and  other  Lubricants,  which  make  it  work 
out  very  economically. 

To  ensure  satisfaction,  your  instructions  to  forward  practical 
sample  gratis  will  be  much  appreciated. 


Albu  Group. 

The   March   operations   of   the   producing  mines 
group  were  as  follows  :  — 


of   thih 


Tons 

Total 

Company. 

Stamp  J. 

Crushed. 

Cost. 

Aurora   West        

80 

13,200 

£14,831 

Meyer  and  Charlton 

75 

11,220 

14,075 

New   Goch 

80 

17,150 

15,817 

Roodepoort    United    

80 

25,904 

29,662 

Van  Ryn  Estate         

140 

34,800 

28,859 

West  Rand  ConsoHdated  .. 

100 

35,420 

35,796 

555 

137,694 

£139,040 

t  ost  per 

Total 

Company. 

Ton. 

RcTenue. 

Profit. 

Aurora  West         

.       22-47 

£15,367 

£536 

Meyer  and  Charlton 

.       25-09 

36,586 

22,511 

New  Goch     

.       18-45 

16,333 

516 

Roodepoort   United     

.       22-91 

28,602 

*1,060 

Van  Ryn  Estate 

.       16-59 

36,886 

8,027 

West  Rand  Consolidated  .. 

.       20-21 

33,120 

*2,676 

£166,894 

£31,590 

Less   loss 

3,736 

Net   total       £27,854 
*  Loss. 

As  foreshadowed  in  the  remarks  appended  to  the  outputs 
for  February,  mining  operations  during  March  were  seriously 
affected  in  the  case  of  the  Aurora  West,  New  Goch,  Roode- 
poort United  and  West  R md  Consolidated  by  reason  of  the 
disorganisation  and  heavily  increased  pumping  and  bailing 
costs  consequent  on  the  water  troubles 


Consolidated  Gold  Fields  Group. 

The  following  are  particulars  in  regard  to  the  outputs  and 
profits  for  the  month  of  March  of  the  undermentioned 
companies  of  the  Consolidated  Gold  Fields  group : — 


No.  of 

Tube 

Tons 

Gold 

Total. 

Company. 

Stamps. 

Mills. 

Crushed. 

declared. 
Fine  Ozs. 

Profit. 

Simmer  and  Jack 

..      320 

7 

53,700 

15,658 

£17,412 

Robinson  Deep 

..     100 

8 

44,600 

15,220 

8,141 

Knights  Deep  ... 

..     400 

11 

95,300 

16,509 

73 

Simmer  Deep  ...     . 

..     220 

10 

42,900 

9,066 

*4,677 

Jupiter 

..       80 

5 

22,000 

5,416 

* 1,054 

Sub-Nigel 

..       30 

2 

10,100 

5,640 

8,816 

Totals     ...     . 

..  1,150 

* 

43 
Loss. 

268,600 

67,509 

£28,711 

The  sundry  revenue  included  in  the  above  total  declared 
profit  is  as  under:  Simmer  and  Jack,  £1,500;  Robinson 
Deep,  nil;  Knights  Deep,  £481;  Simmer  Deep,  £248; 
Jupiter,  £558;  Sub-Nigel,  nil;  total,  £2,787. 


Manicaland    Gold    Output. 

The  mineral  output  of  the  territory  of  the  Compannia  de 
Mocambique  (Manicaland),  for  the  month  of  January,  1918. 
is  as  follows:  Alluvial:  Gold  won  (fine),  510  ozs.  11  dwts. 
5  grs.  ;  cubic  metres  dredged,  01.990;  value,  £2,116  9s.  Id. 
Copper:  Copper  declared,  1125  tons  (approximate);  value, 
£1,125. 


J 'burg,  April  13,  1918. 
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REVIVAL    OF    ACTIVITY    IN     THE    BALFOUR     AREA. 


Prospecting  on  New  Outcrop — Work  on  Wilgepoort,  Daspoort  and  Tweefontein. 


[FUO.M    A    COKKESPOXDKNT.  ' 


With  the  passing  of  the  Mining  Leases  Bill  all  mining 
ground  in  the  Far  East  Rand  basin  in  the  hands  of  the 
mining  hous(;s  and  the  Government  which  can  be  worked 
at  reasonable  depths  will  now  be  exploited  in  the  proved 
or  favouied  areas.  The  northern  and  eastern  edges  of  the 
Far  East  Rand  basin  have  been  determined  by  boreholes, 
but  the  southern  edge  has  not  been  explored  by  Johannes- 
burg mining  firms  beyond  the  Nigel  Mine. 

History  of  the  Area. 

In  the  1805  boom  the  New  Florida  Company  worked  on 
a   reef  on   the  farni   Maraisdrift   No.   4,   and  later  sold   the 
farm  to  the  Bailey  group  and  paid  out  the  remaining  wo)k- 
ing   capital   and   proceeds   of   farm   to  shareholders.      After 
the  Boer  War,   London  people  had  diamond  drills  working 
on    Heidelberg    town    lands,    and     Johannesburg     liad     the 
Coronation  boom.     The  Coronation   Syndicate  shaft,  which 
started  this  boom,  was  situated  on  Edenkop,  a  portion  of 
the  farm   Rietfontein  No.   72,  situated   lo  miles  south-east 
of  the  Nigel  Mine,  or  north-east  of  the  railway  line  running 
to   Natal,    between    Fortuna   and    Balfour   stations.     About 
40   feet  down   the   shaft   the   S3'ndicate   had   a   well-defined 
banket   reef   18   inches   wide  carrying  60  dwts.   of  gold  per 
ton,    with   sandstone   hanging   and   footwall,    and    about   80 
feet  away  from  a  shale  bed.     The  geological  horizon  of  this 
reef  created  the  greatest  diversity  of  opinion.     Mining  men 
of  the  highest  standing  called  it  Main  Reef  Group;  other 
eminent  engineers  dialled  it  Lower  Beds,  and  others  Elsburg 
Reefs.     Before   this  strike   of  reef   became  publicly  known 
the   Coronation    Syndicate   had    secured   about   20   miles   of 
ground,  both  north  and  south  of  the  strike.     On  the  Corona- 
tion Syndicate  shares  leaping  upwards,  as  they  did  to  over 
£2,500  for  a   £100  share,  all  the  farms  in  the  Heidelberg 
district  were  taken  on  option  to  exploit,  and  several  farms 
were    bought    right   out,    and     numerous     syndicates     were 
formed,  and  their  shares  also  boomed.     A  very  large  amount 
of  money  was  spent  in  the  district  by  the  Coronation  Syndi- 
cate and  other  companies,  but  the  reef  found  on  Edenkop 
was  never  found  elsewhere.     On  development  this  reef  was 
cut  off   in   depth,    and   also   pinched   and   got  poor   on   the 
strike.     The  extent  of  reef  was  very  limited,  situated  as  was 
proved   later   amongst    several   faults.      After  the   diamond 
drill   failed   to   locate   further  reef  in   depth,   the   shares   of 
the  syndicate  fell  rapidlj'.     Recent  geological  work  disclosed 
that  Edenkop  is  on  the  south  side  of  a  great  fault,  which 
has  thrust  certain  rocks  5,000  feet  from  west  to  east;  also 
south   of  reef  workings  there  are  further  faults.     Edenkop 
workings  are  therefore  on  a  "  fragment  "  of  formation,  and 
the  failures  to  find  the  extension  of  ore-body  can  now  be 
understood.     Through   the  Coronation  boom  a  considerable 
amount   of  prospecting   was   done   all   over   the   Heidelberg 
district,  and  numerous  other  reefs  were  tested  by  cuttings, 
shafts  and  diamond  drilling.     It  is  the  result  of  work  done 
at  that  time,  and  with  the  fuller  knowledge  gained  in  recent 
years  of  the  reef  conditions  prevailing  in  the  Far  East  Rand, 
that  has  brought   about  the  present  revival  of  prospecting 
in   the  Heidelberg  district,   but  no  work   is  being  done   on 
the   Coronation   line,   as   it   is   in   other  directions   that   the 
extensions  of  the  Far  East  Rand  reefs  are  being  looked  for. 
On  Heidelberg  town  lands  tlie  diamond  drilling  operations 
there   by  a   London   company   proved  the   Kimberley   reefs, 
Kimberley  shales,  and  also  proved  the  Van  Ryn  or  Mod- 
derfontein  Reef  lying  on  a  shale  bed  at  1,040  feet,  worth 
10  dwts.  of  gold  per  ton  over  0  inches.     This  was  not  con- 
sidered good  enough  to  spend  money  on  14  years  ago,  as 
the  conditions  of  the  reefs  and  gold  depositions  in  the  Far 
East  Rand  were  not  then  understood  as  they  arc  to-daA . 

Recent  Developments. 

Five  thousand  claims  have  been  pegged  out  in  the 
Heidelberg  distr:ict  during  the  last  nine  months,  and  prac- 
tically every  farm  on  the  line  of  strike  have  been  acquired 
by  mining  people,  principally  for  London  account,  from 
north  of  Heidelberg  to  30  miles  south  of  that  town.     Work 


is  being  don«  on  Tulipvale  No.   13,   Heidelberg  town  land?, 
and  diainoiid    drilling     on     Eendrucht   No.   267.      South   of 
Heidelberg  and  west  of  Balfour  j^rties  are  working  on  Twee- 
fontein No.   08,   Rietfontein  No.  244,   Wilgepoort  No.  244. 
and   Daspoort    No.    120.      In   the   Balfour  area   a   complete 
section  can  be  seen  of  the  Witwatersrand  upper  and  lower 
beds  from  west  to  east  from  the  granite    to    the    Elsburg 
reefs,    of   all   the    beds   in   their  proper  sequence,   although 
the  beds  are  not  of  the  same  thickness  as  on  the  East  Rand, 
which   fact  accounts  for  many   mistakes   in  prospecting  in 
the  past.     The   most  prominent  reefs  outcropping  are  the 
Kimberley   reef  group,    which   reefs   attain   in   places  great 
widths  from  20  to  30  feet  and  generally  pan  gold.     There 
are  eight  banket  beds  in  this  series  witliin  200  feet,  and  two 
more  some  500  feet  on  the  dip.     The  Kiiriberley  shales  out- 
crop where  their  banded  structure  attracts  the  eye.     It  was 
on   the   Kimberley  group   that   most     work     was     done     in 
this  area  in  the  past,   it  being  taken  for  Main  Reef  Series 
from  the  early  days  of  the  gold  fields  by  prospectors  and 
mining  engineers.     Numerous  shafts  have* been  sunk  on  the 
different    reef^,    and   a    number  of   boreholes   have   cut   the 
reefs    in    depth,    showing    most     encouraging     values.       On 
Wilgepoort  a   borehole  under  the  direction  of  the  late   Dr. 
Carrick  and  the  late  J.  G.  Hoffmann  cut  two  reefs,  one  at 
008  feet,   15   inches  wide,   assaying  lU  dwts.,  and  one  at 
953  feet,  30.V  inches  wide,  assaying  6j'dwts.     On  Daspoort 
a  borehole  put  down  under  the  direction  of  Mr.  J.  H.  Davies 
also   cut    two   reefs,    one   at   2,024    feet,    17i    inches   wide, 
assaying  15-4  dwts.  and  one  at  2,464  feet,  .30  inches  wide. 
assaying  783  dwts.     This  latter  borehole  was  carried  down 
to  2,715  feet,  where  it  cut  a  shale  bed.     On  the  lower  beds 
a  lot  of  shafts  and  boreholes  have  tested  the  shale-sandstone 
contacts   looking   for   the   Nigel   Reef,   and   a   small   pebble 
banket  reef  from  12  to  30  inches  wide  is  very  persistant  in 
this  area.     It  was  under  the  direction  of  the  late  Dr.  Carrick 
and  J.  G.  Hoffmann,  and  later  the  late  Mr.  Laurie  Hamilton, 
that  prospecting  work   was  directed   on  to  the   line   of  the 
proper  East  Rand  reefs,  and  they  opened  two  banket  reefs. 
one   40  feet   and   the   other  120 'feet  away   from  the  shale 
quart zite    contact.      One    of    these    reefs    is   a    well-defined 
banket,  persistent  in  the  fonnation  over  long  distances,  of 
good   width,    and   has    been   proved    to   carry   payable   gold 
values.     Recently   the   proper   Van    Ryn   or'  Modderfbntein 
Reef  has  been  located  lying  on  a  chloritic  shale  bed  with  a 
coarse  grained  quartzite  hanging  wall,  with  the  Kimberley 
shales  and  Kimberley  reefs  on  the  hanging  wall  si<le  on  the 
fann   Wilgepoort,   on   the   property  of  the   Far  East   Rand 
(South)  G.M.  Co.,  litd.     Although  hampered  by  heavy  rains 
for  six  months,  a  lot  of  good  woi-k  has  beer  going  on  in  this 
district.      Exact    particulai"s   cannot    now   be   given,   as   the 
results  are  the  property  of  the  people  finding  the  money, 
but  this  much  may  be  stated,  that  the  Far  East  Rand  reefs 
have  been  located,  and  are  now  being  worked  on,  at  several 
places   mile.<   apart,    of   gcod    widths   and   carrying   payable 
values  at  the   outcrop.     Mining    engineers    from    the'    big 
houses  and  groups  have  recently  examined  the  district  and 
have  been  greatly  impressed  with  its  possibilities.     That  the 
reefs  will  continue  in  depth,  as  on  the  Rand  and  Far  East 
Rand,    is   also   certain,   as   previous   boreholes   have   proved 
reef  in  depth  on  Heidelberg  town  lands  to  over  1,000  feet 
vertical,  while  in  the  Balfour  area  a  borehole  has  proved  an 
overlying  formation  to  2,715  feet  vertical.     On  the  propertv 
of  the  Far  East  Rand  (South)  GM.  Co..  Ltd.,  nvIio  own  500 
claims  on  the  farm  Wilgepoort  No.  244,  the  claims  run  for 
nearly  two  miles  on  the  outcrop  and  from  six  to  ten  claims 
deep,  development  work  is  proceeding  on  two  reefs  over  the 
contact  reef,  Van  Ryu  or  ^Iodderfontein  Reef,  a  few  feet  in 
the  hanging  wall.     A   vertical  shaft  has  been  sunk  on  the 
hanging  wall,  and  will  shortly  cut  the  reef  at  a  point  equal 
to  200  feet  on  the  incline.     This  shaft  has  already  cut  the 
banging  wall  reef  and  also  a  12  inch  leader,  both  showing 
good  gold  values.     Further  shafts  are  being  sunk  on  hanging 
wall   reef,   which    is   30  inches   wide   and   at   places  shows 
payable  gold  values  from  the  surface. 
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No  Mine  Manager  can  affcrd 
to  neglect  the  economic 
merits  of  the     -     -     -     - 


•HYDROMAX' 


The  Fastest  Rock  Drill 
jn  the  World. 


We  have  exclusively  manufactured  drills  for  thirty-seven  years  and  the  "  HYDROMAX  "  is  our  crowning  effort. 

THE  CLIMAX  ROCK  DRILL  &  ENGINEERING  WORKS,  Ltd., 

CARN    BREA,  CORNWALL   (Wm.  C.  Stephens,  Managing  Director). 


Agents- 
Phones  4113/9. 


Box    667.    JOHANNESBURG.     Telegrams  :••  hosken. 
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A    REVIEW     OF    THE     RHODESIAN     MINING    INDUSTRY.     II. 

Points  from  the  Annual  Report  of  the  Rhodesia  Chamber  of  Mines. 


Decrease  in  Gold  ruoDucnoN. 
lu  Junuury  last  the  "  Times  "  called  attention  to  the 
reduced  output  of  gold  through  the  Empire  in  1017,  as 
compared  with  the  previous  year.  The  actual  decrease  in 
Khodesia  amounted  to  £399,920.  The  "Times"  emphasised 
the  danger  of  a  further  reduction  in  the  output  of  gold, 
which  is  most  urgently  recjuired  for  war  purposes.  There 
are  various  reasons  for  the  reduced  output,  but  one  of  the 
most  important  is  the  increased  cost  of  mining  materials. 
In  other  industries,  if  the  cost  of  production  is  enhanced, 
the  price  of  the  article  produced  can  be  correspondingly 
increased,  but  the  price  of  gold  is  fixed  and  stationary,  the 
gold  industry  being  unique  in  this  respect.  The  importance 
of  maintaining  the  gold  production  at  the  maximum  level 
calls  for  special  and  urgent  consideration  on  the  part  of 
the  Government,  and  the  question  of  assisting  the  industry 
by  subsidy  or  otherwise,  should  be  taken  in  hand  without 
delay.  Towards  the  end  of  the  year  the  Imperial  Authori- 
ties notified  the  Union  of  South  Africa  that  the  supphes 
of  glycerine  for  the  manufacture  of  explosives  woidd  have 
to  be  reduced  by  30  per  cent.  Owing  to  previous  economy 
on  the  part  of  consumers  in  using  substitutes  whex'ever 
possible  for  high  grade  explosives  the  net  reduction  would 
be  only  21  per  cent.  This  decrease  was,  however,  a  very 
serious  one,  calling  for  renewed  efforts  in  economy.  As  it 
appeared  that  difficulties  might  arise  in  the  equitable 
distribution  of  exi)losives  to  the  mines,  your  Executive  met 
the  local  representatives  of  the  three  South  African 
explosives  manufacturers  on  the  3ixl  December  last,  at 
the  suggestion  of  the  Acting  Priority  Certificates  Com- 
missioner who  was  also  present  at  the  meeting.  A  pro- 
posal was  made  to  tiie  manufacturers  that  they  should  pool 
their  Rhodesian  supples,  as,  in  the  opinion  of  your 
Executive,  this  arrangement  would  in  all  probability  enable 
the  difticulty  of  equitable  distribution  to  be  overcome.  The 
manufacturers,  however,  were  unable  to  arrive  at  an 
agreement  in  the  matter,  so  that  the  distribution  of 
explosives  is  now  under  the  control  of  the  Government. 

Imports  of  Mining  Supplies  into  S.  Rhodesi.v. 

With  regard  to  the  importation  of  restricted  goods  from 
the  United  Kingdom,  j\ir.  E.  W.  S.  Montagu,  Secretary 
for  Mines  and  Roads,  was  appointed  in  April  last  as  Priority 
Certificates  Commissioner,  to  whom  all  applications  for 
permits  had  to  be  made.  This  appointment  superseded  the 
arrangement  previously  in  force  under  which  H.H.  the 
Administrator  signed  merchants'  indents  which  had  been 
vised  by  either  the  Rhodesia  Chamber  of  Mines  or  the 
Chamber  of  Mines,  Salisbury.  The  new  procedure  was 
carried  out  until  towards  the  end  of  October,  when  the 
INIinistry  of  Munitions  expressed  doubt  whether  the 
restrictions  in  respect  of  mining  stores  were  sufficiently 
enforced  by  the  local  Priority  authority,  particularly  as 
regards  mercliants'  stocks.  He  suggested  the  adoption  of 
a  scheme  similar  to  that  which  obtained  in  the  Transvaal, 
whereby  stocks  were  pooled  and  orders  for  additional 
material  w^ere  placed  by  the  T3uying  Counnittee  of  the 
Chamber  of  Mines  and  endorsed  by  local  priority  authority. 
As  a  better  control  of  certain  mining  stores  was  evidently 
called  for,  a  conference  was  held  in  I^ulawayo  '"^n  the  7tli 
November,  1917,  attiMided  by  the  Acting  Priority  Certificates 
Commissioner  and  representatives  of  the  principal  mining 
and  commercial  bo<lies  in  the  territory.  As  regards  the 
proposal  to  pool  all  stores  it  was  unanimously  agreed  that 
this  was  quite  impracticable  in  the  conditions  of  the 
country.  It  was  agreed  that  a  census  of  stocks  shoidd  be 
taken  and  that  importers  of  mining  stores  should  render 
monthly  returns  to  the  Government.  A  schedule  of 
restricted  goods  was  published,  no  articles  in  which  could 
be  sold  without  the  consent  of  the  local  priority  authority. 
To  facilitate  business  transactions  advisory  committees  were 
appointed  in  Salisbury  and  Bulawayo,  '  and  an  ass.istynt 
conmiisgipneT  w.is  appmhf-€<I  for  Biilawayor.  "  As  regards  the" 


importation  of  mining  material  from  the  Rand,  an  arrange- 
ment had  been  made  between  the  Transvaal  and  Kho^lesia 
Chambers  of  Mines  whereby  indents  would  be  franked  by 
the  latter  Chamber,  provided  they  conformed  to  certain 
regulations  laid  down  by  the  Transvaal  Chamber.  In  the 
event  of  any  article  being  unobtainable  from  a  Johannes- 
burg merchant,  it  would,  if  ix)ssible,  be  supplied  from  one 
of  the  mines  on  the  Rand.  Your  Executive  considered  that 
the  Transvaal  Chamber  had,  by  this  arrangement,  acted  in 
a  very  friendly  manner  towards  the  mining  industry  of 
Rhodesia.  Sixteen  applications  for  Letters  Patent  have 
come  before  your  Patents  Committee  for  examination  during 
the  ^ear,  and  a  request  has  been  made  to  the  Registrar  of 
Patents  to  induce  one  of  the  applicants  to  amend  the 
specification  accompanying  his  application,  as  the  Chamber 
takes  exception  to  a  certain  claim  made  therein.  The 
Registrar  of  Patents  is  now  in  communication  with  the 
Inventor  on  this  point.  Many  of  the  applications  dealt  with 
by  your  Committee  have  also  been  filed  in  the  Transvaal, 
and  have  been  examined  by  the  Patents  Committee  of  the 
Transvaal  Chamber  of  Mines,  and  correspondence  in  regard 
to  these  has  been  exchanged  between  the  two  Chamber:; 
with  beneficial  results.  The  attention  of  the  Executive  was 
drawn  during  the  year  to  certain  experimental  tests  which 
were  being  carried  oui  by  Dr.  Lister,  of  the  S.A.  Institute 
for  Medical  Research,  on  the  Crown  Mines  and  Premier 
Diamond  Mine,  in  the  Transvaal  and  De  Beers  Mine, 
Kimberley,  with  the  object  of  immunising  natives  from 
attacks  of  Pneumonia  by  inoculation.  Afttr  several  months 
of  experiment,  Dr.  L'ster  has  been  able  to  announce  a  most 
encouraging  reduction  in  the  reath  rate  from  pneumonia. 
These  investigations  appeared  to  vour  Executive  of  so  great 
importance  to  the  mining  industry,  that  representatiors 
were  made  to  the  Administration  proposing  that  Dr. 
Iwster  should  be  invited  by  the  Government  to  visit 
Rhodesia  for  the  purpos.^  of  carrying  out  simil.ir  experime'iij 
on  some  of  the  mines  in  this  territory.  It  is  very  sat'sfac- 
tory  to  be  able  to  record  that  the  Administratio^i  has 
acceded  to  the  represej.tations  made,  and  has  informed  the 
('hamber  that  ))rovisioii  will  be  made  in  the  Estimates  for 
1918,  for  the  cost  of  a  visit  to  Rhodesia  by  Dr.  Lister  for 
the  purpose  of  conducting  similar  investigations  to  those 
which  are  being  carried  out  in  the  Transvaal  and  elsewhere 
in   the    T'^nion. 

Output  of  Gold,   Etc. 

'1  he  yield  of  gold  from  Southern  Rhodesia  for  the  year 
1917  amounted  to  834.231  fine  oz..  valued  at  £3.49.1.301. 
This  is  a  decrease  of  9{),12.")  oz.  in  weight,  and  £"399.920  in 
value,  as  compared  with  the  year  1916.  The  following 
amounts  and  values  of  other  metals  and  minerals,  coal  and 
diamonds,  were  also  declared,  viz.  :  — 


Silver       ...      . 

.     ozs. 

211.r89.48 

£26.619 

Copper     ... 

tons 

3.911.ti0 

414.448 

Chrome  iron  . 

72.9'o2.78 

327.347 

Coal          ...     . 

r)48.9.")4.0() 

179.088 

Asbestos 

9.r)02.:)2 

189.890 

Wolframite 

.. 

11.74 

2.070 

Ironstone 

r).2ro.43 

6(1 1 

-Antimonv 

.. 

1."».00 

330 

Diamonds 

.  carats 

IU9.25 

2,991 

£1,143  944 

The  grand  total  value  ot  the  mineral  production  for  the 
year  1917  was  £4,639.33.').  as  compared  with  £4.829,704 
for  the  year  1916.  a  decrease  of  £190,369. 


The  New  Jagtrsfonteiu  Mining  and  Exploration  Com- 
pnny,  Ltd..  has  declared  a  dividend  of  4s.  (four  shill'ngs^  per 
.shafe,  payable  to  all  shareholders  registered  in  the  books  of 
the  company  on  tlie  31st  ^larch.  1918. 
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MOSENTHAL  BROTHERS 


il 


LIMITED. 


Corner  of  Market  and  Kruis  Streets, 
JOHANNESBURG. 

Box  1124.  Telephone  4701.  Tele.  Add.:  "LUMEN." 


IMPORTERS 


OF 


MINING   MATERIALS 


Cyanide.  |    Grain  Bags. 

Zinc.  I    Ore  Pockets. 


Quicksilver.  |    Quiiliam's  Triple  Ore  Pockets. 

Durham  Foundry  Coke.       |    White  Lead. 

f 
Drill  Steel,  Oxieys.  |     Bolts  and  Nuts. 

f 
Belting  (Mulcott).  S    Picks. 

t 
Acetate  of  Lead.  |    Shovels. 

f 
Cookson's  Litharge.  |    Seaming  Twine. 

Price's  Mining  Candles.     |    Treacle  Sugar. 
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ORGANISING    SAFETY    WORK     IN     MINES.-V, 


Important  Report  on  the  Means  Best  Adapted  for  the  Promotion  of  Safety 


[By  H.  M.  Wilson  and  J.  K.  Flkming.j* 


The  woik  Ikik  been  made  more  effective  by  the  use  of 
lantern  slitlew  und  motion  pictures  showing  actual  first-aid 
mine  rescue  work,  tests  on  explosibility  of  coal  dust,  and 
underground  mining  operations  in  both  ore  and  coal  in 
detail,  with  practical  lessons  for  the  miner  on  safe  and 
sane  methods. 

Safety   Puecepts, 

Safety  Precepts  are  of  great  value  in  keeping  the  subject 
of  safety  before  the  minds  of  the  men.  Such  precepts  may 
be  used  in  various  forms;  they  may  be  printed  on  state- 
ments, pay  envelopes,  calendars,  letterheads,  or  signs,  or 
in  memorandum  books  and  special  safety  bulletins,  or  thrown 
on  the  screen  during  illustrated  lectures.  They  represent 
in  a  way  the  policy  of  the  company,  forming  practically  a 
set  of  rules  with  sui>plemental  admonitions,  for  example  : 
Safety  first  and  always. 
Carelessness  means  injury  sooner  or  later  to  yourself  or  to 

others. 
Report  all  unsafe  conditions.     By  so  doing  you  will  prevent 

accidents. 
Safeguards  not  only  prevent  accidents  but  lessen  the  extent 

of  injuries  which  cannot  wholly  be  averted. 
It  takes  less  time  to  prevent  an  accident  than  to  report  one. 
If  you  see  a  fellow  workman  going  into  a  place  of  danger, 

warn  him. 
It  is  better  to  cause  a  delay  than  an  accident. 
Better  be  careful  than  crippled. 
Careless  workmen  are  dangerous  in  mines. 
Every  accident  is  a  notice  that  somebody  is  wrong. 
Make  repairs  before,  not  after,  an  accident. 
Do  not  let  loose  material  lie  aroimd  for  men  to  fall  over. 
An  ounce  of  prevention  is  worth  a  pound  of  cure. 
It  is  the  little  accidents  that  kill  most. 
Report  all  disregard  of  safety  rules. 
Nothing  is  a  suiastitute  for  alertness  and  watchfulness. 
A  timber  in  place  is  worth  a  thousand  on  the  timber  pile. 
Be  sure  you're  safe,  then  go  ahead. 
It's  better  to  be  safe  than  sorry. 
Safety  first,  then  work  in  safety. 
Get  the  safety  habit. 
Don't  take  chances  with  your  life. 
Don't  gamble  with  your  life;  you  might  lose. 
Rules  are  made  to  be  followed. 
Report  all  dangerous  conditions.     Be  careful  yourself  and 

see  that  all  fellow  workmen  exercise  care. 
Carefulness  will  avoid  many  accidents. 
Remember  that  50  per  cent,  of  the  number  of  men  killed  in 

coal  mines  are  killed  by  falls  of  roof,  slate,  and  coal. 
Obey  instructions  regarding  tlie  setting  of  timber. 
The   co-operation  of  foremen     and    workmen    will    greatly 

reduce  the  number  of  accidents. 
Careful  men  are  as  a  rule  the  most  efficient. 
Rules  and  laws  are  based  upon  experience.     There  are  good 

reasons  for  obeying  them. 
Be  temperate  in  your  habits.     It  means  greater  safety  and 

more  money  to  you. 
The  prevention   of  accidents   and   injuries,    by   all   possible 

means,  is  a  personal  duty  which  everyone  owes  not  to 

himself  alone  but  also  to  his  fellow  workmen. 
Look-out  for  the  other  man;  you  might  hurt  him. 
Warning  signs   are   a   constant   reminder  that  danger  does 

exist.     Obey  the  warning. 
In  case  of  doubt,  adopt  the  safe  course.    Speed  must  always 

give  way  to  safety. 
Keep  powder  and  caps  separate. 

Employees  are  forbidden  to  go  into  dangerous  places. 
Last  year   .    .    .   men  were  killed  by  haulage  accidents   in 

coal  mines. 

*From   Roport  of  US.   Bureau   of  Mines. 


We  shall  welcome  any  suggestions    from    employees     in.n 

might  assist  in  preventing  accidents. 
Each  workman  should  consider  himself  a  committee  of  one 

to  look  after  his  own  person^il  safety. 
One  man's  effort  to  promote  safety  muy  seem  .small,   but 

the  united  efforts  of  many  will  be  large. 
The  co-operation  of  all  employees  in  our  effort  to  prevent 

accidents  is  earnestly  requested. 
Do   not   carry   open   lights   or   matches    into   places   wlu-r.- 

locked  safety  lamps  are  used. 
Keep  all  working  tools  in  good  condition. 
Do   not    permit    boards   containing    protruding   nails   to   li.- 

around.     Someone  may  step  on  them. 
Nature's  laws  are  no  respecters  of  persons. 
Examine  the  roof  frequently. 
Be  sure  to  have  every  injury,  no  matter  how  slight,  attended 

to   immediately.      Blood    poisoning   may   result    if   you 

fail  to  do  this. 
The  right  way  is  always  the  safe  way. 
Let  us  reduce  accidents  at  least  50  per  cent. 
Use  as  little  powder  as  you  can ;  it  will  save  you  money 

and  give  the  company  a  better  grade  of  coal. 
Better  be  safe  and  sure  than  crippled  and  poor. 
Use  care  and  avoid  injuries. 
Be  sure  your  roof  is  in  safe  condition  before  commencing 

work. 
Be  careful  all  the  time — and  you  won't  be  sorry  afterwards. 
Someone's  carelessness  is  the  cause  of  nearly  every  accident 

— don't  be  the  one. 
Eternal  vigilance  ensures  safety. 

Safety  first  "  put  the  "  dent  "  in  accident. 
Co-operate.'     We  owe  it  to  ourselves  and  fellow  workmen 

to   pull   together   and   endeavour   to   reduce   accidents. 

This  work  is  for  everybody. 

Safety  Measures. 

The  elimination  as  far  as  possible  of  conditions  th-it 
cause  accidents,  or  adequate  protection  therefrom,  is  the 
most  interesting  evidence  of  the  safety  movement.  In 
mining,  accident  prevention  covers  a  broad  field,  and  in- 
cludes the  experience  of  years.  There  is  at  present  an 
increasing  tendency  to  give  greater  consideration  to  the 
economic  loss  that  workmen  suffer  by  impairment  of  their 
earning  capacity  through  accidents,  and  for  this  reason 
liability  for  personal  injuries  is  being  fixed  more  closely 
than  ever  upon  employers  of  labour.  Personal  injuries  will 
always  accompany  industrial  activities,  and,  therefore,  the 
worker  should  be  considered  as  a  part  of  the  machinery  of 
production,  to  be  cared  for  as  are  other  repair.<  or  replace- 
ments. Such  added  cost  wi'l  necessarily  be  borne  by  the 
consumer,  inasmuch  as  the  cost  of  production  will  bo 
correspondingly  increased.  Employers"  liability  laws  have 
failed  to  meet  the  demands  of  modem  industrial  conditions. 
Much  litigation  has  been  caused  from  the  various  interpreta- 
tions placed  upon  them.  Employers  have  been  subjected 
to  hardships,  whereas  only  a  small  proportion  of  the  injured 
workmen  have  derived  any  benefit,  and  this  small  propor- 
tion in  turn  has  received  only  a  fniction  of  the  money 
actually  expended  in  the  settlement  of  claims.  The  .system 
involves  uncertaintv,  breeds  antagonism,  and  alwavs  cau.ses 
delay  at  times  whei\  immediate  relief  is  most  desirable. 
Such  laws  are  now  being  superseded. 

(To  be  coniinucil . ) 
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GEO.  McINNES, 

S  W.     Cor.,    MAJISHALL  SQUARE,  opposm  Chaboi  Omcr 

Has  the  largest  and   finest  stock  on  the  Rand  of  Electrical  Goods 
imported  regularly  by  every  mail  from  England. 
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Two  Sections 
Hydraulically; 
forced  together 

GUAHANTEED 
INSEPARABLE. 


Why  it  Locks 


e     ^^ 


Used    as    a 

SINGLE 
Ordinary  Nut 


As  locked 

on  bolt      '- 


The 


Admiralty 

Tested  Adopted  and  Specified 

—  VISLOK 

for    Important    Special    Locking    Work 

ADMIRALTY  CONTRACTORS 
HAVE  PLACED  BIG  ORDERS 

MetropolitflnWoterBoord 

After  severe  and  prolonged  tests,  ordered 

VIS 


VATENT 


for  LOCKING  WORK  deiRonding  EXCEPTIOIVAL  sofety 

ORDERED    TO    THEIR    SPECIAL    DESIGN    AND    REQUIREMENTS 


London  Gas  LightiiCohe  CO. 

have     proved     by    continuous     tests 

VISLOK 

Is  relioDle,  secure,  ond  hove  given  mcny  rcpeot  orders 


PATENT 


ond 


Victoria  Foils  rrolisvooi  Power  Co. 

orter  excepiionolly  severe  tests  ploced  a  large  order  for 

VISLOK 


PATENT 


UNLOCKED. 


UNLUCHI^D. 


UNLOCKED. 


LOCKED. 


lJNL.l>CKti:U. 


Vislohs  Unique  Record  .i°e  Meclianical  World 

Engineers  disappointed  by  other  previous  Failures  hesitate  to  spend 
money  to  prove  claims  made  by  Inventors— and  rightly  so.  The  Proprietors 
of  Vislok  knowing  by  experience  that  Vislok  claims  are  absolutely  provable, 
have  from  the  first  adopted  the  "Confidence  Policy"  of  •  Free  Sample  for 
Testing"  and  thereby  staking  their  entire  future  on  practical  results  from 
tests  made  by  the  Engineer  under  his  own  conditions  and  requirements. 
Vislok  never  attempted  to  solicit  for  a  "Single  Order"  until  Applicant  had 
been  given  the  opportunity  of  a  "free  test."  All  Vislok  orders  have  been 
given  as  a  result  of  free  tests.  Constantly  repeated  Orders  are  proving 
that  Vislok  is  a  Reliable  Safety  Lock  Nut  that  does  maintain  and  uphold 
under  any  practical  working  conditions  the  wide  and  definite  claims  made 
for  it.  Vislok's  success  in  "big  sizes"  from  2  inches  and  upwards  is 
striking  proof  of  Reliability.  ASK    FOR    A    FREE    SAMPLE 


V I  S  Lf  O  K.       l^td,,       3     ST     BRIDE'S    HOUSE.     SALISBURY    SQUARE.    FLEET    STREET.    LONDON,    E.C 

FREE    SAMPLE    FOR    TESTING    ON    APPLICATION    TO 


JOHANNESBURG    AGENTS: 

HARVEY  &  RUSSELL,  Ltd., 

Bex  2043 


DURBAN   AGENTS: 

J.   MORTIMER  MOIR. 

Smith  Street. 


CAPE    TOWN    AGENTS  . 

JOHN  HADDON  it  CO.  (Africa)  Ltd. 

80,  Bree   Street. 


f>rtptrt</  bit   Hflf  DOS  S  ADVERTISING  AGENCY. 
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OFFICIAL     REVIEW     OF     MINING     CONDITIONS.— XI. 


Extracts  from  Reports  of  Inspectors  of  Mines. 


l-'uoM  the  uniuiul  report  of  the  Xatiil  Inspectorate  (Mr.  J.  E. 
\'aii<,'liaii),  tlic  (lovernment  Mining,'  Knginer-r  Extracts  tlie 
loUowiiig  :  — 

Coloured  Labour. — Coloured  labour  was  pleiitiliil, 
except  in  the  closing  months  of  the  year,  when 
the  natives  were  engaged  in  their  farming  operations. 
No  trouble  of  any  sort  wa.s  experienced  with  the  coloured 
labourers.  For  the  past  eighteen  months  the  manager  of 
the  South  African  Collieries  has  been  giving  the  boss  boys, 
in  the  sections  underground,  a  bonus  of  ten  shillings  per 
month  if  they  do  not  have  a  preventable  accident  in  their 
section.  The  number  of  imderground  accidents  in  the  past 
five  years  at  this  colliery  is: — 1912,  accidents  10,  deaths  2, 
injured  8;  1913,  accidents  7,  deaths  2,  injured  5;  1914, 
accidents  11,  deaths  4,  injured  7;  1915,  accidents  6,  deaths 
1,  injured  5;  191G,  accidents  7,  deaths  0,  injvn-ed  7;  and  as 
the  manager  informs  me  that  the  number  of  slight  accidents 
has  also  largely  decreased,  it  would  seem  that  this  bonus 
system  tends  to  safety,  and  might  be  tried  elsewhei'e;  it 
also  goes  to  prove  that  competent  and  intelligent  natives 
and  Indians  can  tell  when  places  are  dangerous.  Inquests. 
— Several  magistrates  have  adopted  the  practice  of  asking 
for  our  reports  on  fatal  accidents,  and  then  send  these  on 
to  the  Attorney-General,  asking  if  he  wishes  further  investi- 
gation made,  which  as  a  rule  he  does  not.  This  saves  the 
Government  money  and  the  mine  employees  time  and 
trouble,  and  it  is  a  pity  that  this  method  of  procedure  is  not 
made  universal.  Inspections. — Metalliferous  mining  is  at 
such  a  low  ebb  in  Natal  that  there  are  no  metalliferous 
mines  which  it  is,  as  a  rule,  necessary  to  inspect  more  than 
once   a   year.      The   fiery   collieries  have   been   inspected  as 


: 


%\\t  ^flational  iBanh  of  ^outh  ^fnca, 

LIMITED. 

(Wilh  wiiich  areiacorporatiiTHi  B  VNKO?  AFRICA,  Ltd.,  Established  1879 
THE  N.4TID.VAL  BANK  OF  THE  ORANGE  RIVER  COLONY,  Ltd.,  Estab.  1877; 
and  THE  NATAL  BANK, Ltd.,  Estab.  1854.) 


Bankers  to  the  Union  Government  in  the  Transvaal,  the  Orange 
Free  State,  and  Natal,  and  to  the  Imperial  Government. 


Capital  Subscribed  and  Paid  up 
With  power  to  increase  to    - 
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New  York  Office 


10,  WALL  STREET,  NEW  YORK. 


The  Bank  has  over  300  BRANCHES  and  AGENCffiS, 

and   is   represented   in   all    the    principal   Towns   in   the  Cape  Province, 

Transvaal,   Orange   Free   State,    Natal,    Rhodesia,   Portuguese  Territory. 

East  Africa,  and  the  South  West  Protectorate. 

Agents  In  British  West  Africa,  the  Belgian  Congo,  Mauritius. 
Madagascar,  etc. 

Agents  at   Amsterdam,    Paris,   Petiograd   and   Rome,   and   the    principal 

Cities  of  the  world. 


often  as  in  past  years,  and  will  always  necessitate  the  same 
attention.  Inspection  of  fire  areas  has  occupied  a  good 
deal  of  our  time,  as  in  mines  subject  to  fires  the  portions 
which  are  not  working  are  often  the  most  dangerous  in  the 
mine.  The  general  conditions  underground  are  satisfactory, 
but  some  of  the  mines  will  always  be  a  source  of  anxiety 
because  the  mines  were  not  laid  off  with  a  view  to  fires 
occurring,  and  artificial  panels  can  never  be  as  satisfactory 
as  natural  ones.  Then  again,  the  explosions  which  have 
occurred  in  the  past  have  wrecked  the  roof  at  one  or  two 
collieries,  and  where  the  roof  on  the  main  roads  is  perhaps 
fifteen  feet  or  more  above  the  florjr,  it  is  impossible  to 
examine  it  thoroughly  with  a  safety  lamp.  Visits  by  mint- 
inspectors  are  all  very  well,  but  the  mines  can  only  be  kept 
safe  if  the  mine  officials  carry  out  their  duties  strictly.  At 
several  of  the  collieries  over  a  mile  has  to  be  traversed  before 
the  faces  are  reached,  and  several  of  the  collieries  must 
have  over  fifty  miles  of  workings;  therefore  an  inspector  can 
only  visit  those  workings  which  are  most  likely  to  be 
dangerous,  and  he  must  rely  largely  on  the  manager  and 
officials  to  play  the  game  and  tell  him  if  there  is  anything 
peculiar  or  abnormal  in  the  mine.  With  the  extensive 
workings  in  Natal  collieries  it  is  very  easy  for  a  manager 
to  bide  things  from  au  inspector,  and  we  have,  therefore, 
to  trust  largely  to  the  co-operation  and  a.^sistance  of  the 
mine  officials  in  finding  out  really  how  things  are  going  on. 
I  am  glad  to  say  that  this  has  always  been  wilUngly  given 
to  us.  When  the  new  collieries  in  the  Vryheid  area  are 
opened  up,  mine  inspection  in  Natal  will  become  very  hard 
work ;  the  seams  are  high  up  in  the  mountains,  with  the 
screening  plants  at  the  foot;  thus  at  the  Tendega  Colliery 
the  adits  are  600  feet  vertically  above  the  office,  and  no  one 
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is  allowed  to  ride  up  the  sidl-actiiig  incline.  Timhcring. — 
The  timbering  at  the  majority  of  the  collieries  is  excellent. 
St.  George's  Colliery  is  still  the  best  timbered  mine  in 
Natal,  and  had  only  one  accident  (slight)  from  fall  of  roof 
during  the  year.  There  is  still  some  difficulty  in  getting 
sprags  properly  set  when  undercutting  is  going  on,  tlie  white 
men  being  too  much  inclined  to  leave  this  to  the  natives' 
judgment ;  however,  a  very  marked  improvement  in  the 
spragging  of  faces  has  been  noticed  in  the  past  year.  One 
of  the  hardest  things  to  get  done  underground  is  to  get  men 
to  replace  props  which  have  been  knocked  out  by  trucks 
or  machines;  a  man  is  careful  to  see  that  the  prop  is  put 
up  in  the  first  place,  but  once  it  is  knocked  out  he  rarely 
replaces  it ;  if  the  prop  is  necessary  in  the  first  instance,  it 
is  always  necessary :  men  and  some  mine  officials  do  not 
appear  to  think  so.  Govcinmcni:  Btiifcnj. — The  battery  did 
not  go  out  during  the  year,  and  has  remained  stored  in  the 
Public  Works  Department's  yard  at  Vryheid.  It  was  put  up 
for  sale  by  auction,  hut  the  reserve  price  of  £350  was  not 
reached,  the  highest  bid  being  £225.  An  attempt  was  made 
to  sell  it  privately,  but  nothing  came  of  it.  The  battery 
(including  the  gold  on  the  plate)  is  worth,  at  least,  £400, 
hut  no  one  seems  inclined  to  purcliase  it,  and  all  that  can 
l)e  done  is  to  leave  it  in  Vryheid,  in  the  h.o[)8  that  a  ])ur- 
chaser  will  come  along  some  day.  Gnvcrumenf  Drilh. — 
There  was  vei'y  little  demand  for  the  drills.  The  small  men 
who  have  acquired  options  over  coal  properties  have  not 
drilled  to  prove  tlie  coal  contents.  Several  of  the  collieries 
liave  continued  drilling  to  prove  their  ground,  but  have 
either  7iurcliased  their  own  drills  or  used  the  shot  drills 
owned  by  Air.  Alacnamara.  For  ))m-pose!^  of  comparison, 
the  following  table  gives  details  of  the  number  of  holes  and 
depths  bored  by  all  drills  during  1010  and  for  the  tliree 
preceding  years. 


'     Clas.s  of  Drill. 


Ste.am  diamond  drills  :- 
Number  of  holes 
Totrl  depth  bored 

Hand  diamond  drills  :- 
Number  of  holes 
Total  depth  bored 

Chisel  drills  :— 

Number  of  holes 
Total  dc]ith  bored 

All  drills  :— 

Number  of  holes 
Total  depth  bored 


1913. 


14* 
1321  ft.     4  in. 


2* 
154  ft.     0  in. 


1914. 


15 
1475  ft.     4  in. 


226  ft.     0 


20 
2049  ft.   11  in. 


25 
2275  ft.   11  in. 


Class  of  Drill. 

1915. 

1910. 

Steam  diamond  drills  : — 
Number  of  holes 
Total  depth  bored 

3t 
1008  ft.     0  in. 

1 
351  ft.     0  in. 

Hand  diamond  drills  : — 
Number  of  holes 
Total  depth  bored 

21 
1421  ft.      1  in. 

9 

442  ft.      1   in. 

Chisel  drills  : — 

Number  of  holes 
Total  depth  bored 

— 

— 

All  drills  :— 

Number  of  holes 
Total  deiith  bored 

24 
2429  ft.      I   in . 

10 

793  ft.     1  in. 

*  Part  of  one  hole  (51  ft.  9  in.)  was  put  down  by  hand,  and  i)art 
(16  ft.   9  in.)  by  a  steam  drill. 

f  Part  of  one  hole  (325  ft.  9  in.)  was  ))ut  down  by  one  steam  drill 
and  part  (363  ft.   9  in.)  by  another. 

The  total  expenditure  by  the  Cioveiiuiient  during  the 
year  was  £640  10s.  2d.,  and  comparison  with  the  three 
previous  years  is  shown  below.  The  expenditure  includes 
cost  of  pvu'chasos  and  repairs  to  plam  mid  waj^-es  paid  wliilst 


not  actually  boring,   but  no  allowance  is  n:iade  for  services 
rendered  bv  the  office  staff  nor  for  de])reciation  of  plant. 


Total 

Total  Cost 

Expenditure. 

per  foot. 

£     s.    d. 

s.       d. 

559  13     7 

7     8-102 

059  15     3 

7     8-771 

2,019  18     2 

10     7-579 

049  16     2 

16     4-663 

1913         

1914         

1915         

1916         

The  total  expenditure  by  Government  on  drilling  during 

1916  was  £649  16s.  2d.,  and  the  total  amount  paid  by  hirers 
of  drills  £536  8s.  lOd.,  showing  a  loss  to  the  Government  of 
£113  7s.  4d.  Mineral  SpecimciiH. — A  good  many  mineral 
specimens  were  identified  in  this  office  free  of  charge.  None 
was  of  any  particular  interest,  and  the  majority  consisted  of 
pieces  of  ecca  shale,  sandstone,  and  various  rocks  containing 
specks  of  pyrites.  Top  Scam  CoaJ. — More  top  seam  coal  is 
worked  than  formerly,  but  more  should  be  worked  wherever 
possible.  There  is  no  doubt  that  in  tlie  new  pits  to  be  sunk 
in  the  Dundee  area,  this  question  of  mining  top  coal  will  be 
fully  gone  into,  and  the  workings  laid  out  with  this  object 
in  view.  Longwall  Worl-ings. — The  attempt  at  longwall 
workings  at  the  Natal  Navigation  Colliery  was  not  a  success; 
tlie  workings  crushed  in  badly,  and  had  to  be  abandoned. 
.\n  attempt  at  the  same  method  is  being  made  at  the  Cam- 
brian Colliery,  but  so  far  sufficient  work  has  not  been  done 
to  afford  any  indication  as  to  whether  the  operations  will 
be  successful  or  not.  Rescue  Staiions. — Nothing  has  been 
done  as  regards  establishing  a  rescue  station.  In  view  of  the 
niuTierous  fires  which  have  occurred,  one  wonders  that  the 
coal  owners  do  not  establish  one  themselves.  If  a  trained 
rescue  team  was  secured  from  Great  Britain  it  would  be 
most  useful  in  dealing  wnth  existing  fires,  and  could  train 
local  men  in  the  use  of  rescue  apparatus.  As  the  members 
of  a  rescue  team  should  be  experienced  miners,  and  some 
of  them  would  probably  remain  on  in  the  country,  we  should 
soon  be  able  to  get  together  several  teams,  which  would  be 
most  useful  when  a  disaster  happens. 
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Bankers  to  the  Government  of  the  Union  of  South  Africa 
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THE    WEEK     IN    THE    SHAREMARKET. 


An  Unsatisfactory  Market— Gamble  in  Sakalavas— Temporary  Advance  in  Far 

Eastern  Stocks. 


Tin;  iiiarket  wus  ^tiiiTally  weaker  on  Satiinluy  iiioriiiiig, 
with  tlic  exception  of  Pretoria  ("eineiits  and  l>aee  Piops. 
Altei-  the  call  there  was  a  deniarul  for  Sakalavu.s,  odd  par^-els 
ehanj^'iiij,'  liaiuls  at  1  Is.,  after  wliieh  the  price  rose  rapidly 
until  li)s.  was  reached,  when  the  natural  reaction  set  in 
and  they  closed  at  17s.  On  Monday  nif)rninj,'  (iovernnient 
Areas  and  Springs  wcie  the  tvu'U  haider,  the  rest  of  the 
market  being  practically  unchanged.  Sakahuas  were  again 
dealt  in  at  17s.  .\fter  'change,  Daggafonteins  fell  to  22s. 
()d.,  while  Lydenhurg  Farms  advanced  to  10s.  7d.,  Lace 
I'rops  to  14s.  ()d.,  and  (ilynn's  I^ydenburgs  to  IVs.  In  the 
afternoon  l^accs  went  to  15s.  9d.,  while  Sakalavas  drop])ed 
t.)  los.  ()d.,  and  liter  on  Tis.  6d.,  recovering  at  the  close 
to  1  Is.  ()d.  As  nuicli  as  3s.  (kl.  on  18s.  (id.  has  been  paid 
ff)r  a  30-day  call  on  thi.s  stock.  The  opening  on  Tuesday 
was  devoted  mainly  to  Lace  Props,  which  tou:^hed  17s  Od., 
and  then  began  to  fall  away  again  till  17s.  was  reached. 
Lydenburg  Farms  were  also  in  active  demand  up  to  lOs.  lid. 
Sikala.vas  were  done  at  15s.,  but  came  sellers  at  the  pric-e. 
Zuuiplaats  made  l{)s.  8d.  The  call  was  engrossed  witli  the 
new  gambling  counters,  which  included  S.A.  Lands,  to  the 
detriment  of  the  better  class  stocks.  Lydenburg  Farms 
m-.ide  a  fni'ther  advance,  while  Lace  Props  receded,  'i'he 
Moddei-  East  lot  contimie  to  be  out  of  favour.  The  rise  in 
Far  P]astern  Rand  stocks  is  due  to  the  improved  position 
that  these  companies  will  attain  under  the  new  Act,  wliich 
is  at  present  in  C'onunittee  of  the  House  of  Assembly.  Die 
advance  in  Sakalavas  was  entirely  owing  to  extravagant 
hoj)es  raised  by  the  report  that  the  manager  oi  the  mine 
had  come  to  Durban 'with  important  news.  The  opening 
business  on  Wednesday  clearly  proved  that  the  messenger 
from  ^ladagascar  was  not,  after  all,  the  bearer  of  good  tid- 
ings, for  the  oidy  sale  of  Sakalavas  was  an  odd  lot  at  13s. 
At  the  call  the  better  class  stocks  were  firm,  with  the  excej)- 
tion  of  Modder  Easts.  All  the  fancy  Eastern  goods  iiad 
c-onsiderable  set-backs.  The  market  was  dull  all  day  and 
closed  the  same.  On  Thursday  morning  tlie  only  two  stocks 
marked  up  were  Modder  Deeps  and  New  Poland  Diamonds. 
The  big  liouses  show  indisposition  to  enter  the  market  while 
the  position  on  the  Westera  front  remains  undefined.  In 
outside  stocks  S.ilcalavas  have  more  or  less  monopolised  the 
market,  the  fluctuations  extending  fi'om  Pis.  to  10s.  and 
back  again.  Further  sales  were:  S..\..  Alkali,  7.")s.  and  77s. 
6d.,  Monteleos  30s.,  Southern  Van  Rvns  Pis.  and  IGs.  3d., 
New  State  Areas  10s.  3d.,  llomolas  4d.,  Phoenix  lid..,  New 
Faiins  Is.  lid.  and  2s.  Buyers  of  Rietspruits  12s.  Od. 
There  was  no  imi)rovement  on  Friday  morning,  as  the  fol- 
lowing list  of  alterations  in  prices  will  show.  Sakalavas 
were  not  even  mentiom^d.  Sales:  Anglo-Americans  33s., 
("ity"  Deeps  r)3s.,  Consolidated  Langlaagtes  17s.  Od.  and 
17s.  Gd.,  (icduld  Pioprietary  30s.,  ('io\ernment  .\reas  73s. 
3d.,  ^Modder  li.  £7  7s.  Gd.,  TiVdenbing  Farms  lOs.  Od.,  New- 
Eras  10s.,  Piolierts  Victors  7s.,  Spi-iuijs  Mines  ()0s.  Gd.  and 
G{)s.  3d.,  Zaaijjlaats  18s.  4d.  Duyers  and  sellers:  African 
Farms  10s. — 10s.  3d.,  Rand  Mines  oos.  sidler,  S..\.  Tiands 
Gs.  4d.— Gs.   :u\.      New   .\reas   10s.  3d.   buyers. 

Fii.,        Sat.,      Men..  Tiies.,  Wi-d.  Tl.iu'.. 

otli        (Jtli          Stli  «)tli  Kith        mil 

African   l-'arnis  ....  10     3t  10     0»         —  10     3  10     0*  10     4 

Aiiulo  Amer.    Corp.    .  32     0*         —  31     0**  —  32     9*  32     0' 

Api.'x    .Minos    ....       7     dt       7     (if       0     9*  (J     9*  li   10*       6     9* 

Aurora   West.s  ....  12     Ot  12     Of  12     6t  —  12     tit  12     (it 

I5antjes   Con 3     3*       3     3*       3     3*  3     5  3     9         3  lot 

Brakpan    Mines   ...  87     6»  87     6*  87     fi*  —  87     6»  87     (>* 

IJrcvtL-n    Colls.    ...  12     Of  11     0*  11     0*  10     0*  10     0*  10     0« 

Hrii'k  &   Potteries  ..        1     0*       4     0*       4     0*  —  —             — 

IUi.<liveld   Tins  ....       08*       0  11          10  10  0  11         09* 

Cinderella  Cons.   ...       3     0*       3     0*          -  —  — 

City    and    Suburbans  13     0*  14     0  13     9*  13     9  14     Ot  14     Of 

City   Deeps 53     0*  53     0  51     0*  —  52     6'  52     9* 

Cloverficld    Klines    .    .       8     0*       8     6t       8     3*  8     5t  8     fit       8     1* 

riydesdale    Colls.    .    .  15     0'  15     0*  15     0*  —  -  15     0" 

Concrete       Construct.         —           3     9*       3     9*  -  -            3     9* 

Con.    Investments  .    .         —  21     Ot         —  21     Ot  20     Gt  20     Gt 

Con.    Langlaagtes    .    .  17     G  17     9*  17     6*  —  17     6'  17     6* 

Con.    Main  Reels   .    .  13     0»  13     3*  13  104  13     '••  13     0*  13     9 

Con.    Mines   Selection  27     G          —  2G     0*  —  26     0*  26     0* 

Coronation    Colls.    .    .         —  30     0*  30     0*  -  .30     0*  31     G* 

Coi'onadon    Freeliolds       11*       IT        12'  14*  1     3*       1      4- 


Fn., 
5tli 

Crown    Diamonds    .    .  1     G* 

Crown    Mines   ....  31     0* 

Da.  t,'afontein   .Mines  .  24     Ot 

l>o.      Options   ...  8     0' 

Dm  ban    Koodepooit    .  i  1     Ot 

Durban    Rood.    Deeps  — 

East    Rand    Coals    .    .  — 

East  Rand    Deeps   .    .  0  10* 

East   Rai:d    .Miiiinu.-   .  IG     0* 

East    l!and    Props.      .  5     (I* 

Eastern   Colds   ....  10* 

Ferreira  Deeps  ....  12     0' 

F.   Smitli   Diamonds  .  — 

Geduld   Props 39     0* 

Geldeuhuis    Deep    .    .  — 

(Jleiicairns 1     3* 

(Jleiicoe    Collieries     .  8     0* 

(Mynn's     Lydenburi^s  17     0* 

<lo\  eminent    Areas    .  73     9 

J  burg.   Bd.   Executor  26     0* 

•Jupiters 4     6* 

Klerksdorp  Props.  .  .  1   11* 

Knight  Centrals  ...  42* 

Knights    Deeps    ...  — 

Lace   Props 13     3* 

Leeuwpoort    Tins    .    .  21     G 

Lydenburg  Farms  .    .  9  11 

-Main    Reef    Wests    .  2     7* 

-Meyer  &   Charltons   .  — 

-Middelvlei    Estate  — 

.Modder    B — 

Modder   Deep   ....  140     (I 

Modder  Easts  ....  20     1^ 

Do.     Ops.     (3    yrs.)  6     6 

Do.     Ops.     (4    yrs.)  7     4* 

Natal    Navigatn.    Co.  19     0* 

National    Banks     .    .  £14t 

New     Hoksburgs  12* 

New     Eland     Diams.  — 

New   Era    Cons.    ...  10     3* 

New  CJeduld   Deeps   .  G     4* 

New    Heriots   ....  — 

New    Kleinfonteins    .  14     0* 
New   Modders  .    .    .   .£22/6/3* 

New    Rietfonteins   .    .  2     0* 

New    Unifieds    ...  4     .3* 

^jigels :}     (j* 

Nouise   Mines   ....  18     G 

Pretoria   Cements    .    .  113     G* 

Princess    Estates    .     .  2     3 

Hand    Collieries   ...  3     (i* 

Rand     Nucleu.*;    ...  12* 

-'laiid     Select.     Corp.  b9     0* 

IJandfontein    Deeps    .  3  U* 

Randfontein     Ests.     .  12     6* 

Roberts    Victors     .     .  10     Ot 

Rooi  bergs 12     9 

Rose   De.^ps 19     0* 

Ryan    Nigels    ....  

Simmer  &   Jack   ...  — 

Simmer    Deeps    ...  2     2* 

S.A.    Breweries   ...  — 

S.  .\.    Lands (i     o 

Springs    Mines    ...  7(i     3 

Sub  Nigels .M     :j 

Swaziland    Tines    .     .  

Transvaal    Lands    .    .  

Tijins.    U  M.    Ests.    .  — 

Van    Ryn    Deeps    .    .  71     0 

Village  Deeps  ....  17     0* 

\Nist.     Rand     Estates  2     0* 

Witbank   Collieries   .    .  45     0* 

Wit.    Deeps 8     3t 

Wolhuters 5     3* 

Zaaiplaats   Tins   ...  18     2 
I'nicn  5  per  cent.,  i.103  7s.  6d 

*   Rnvers.     +   Sellers. 


Sat.. 

.M..,; 

lu.-.v. 

Wed., 

Ti.ui.; 

Gtli 

•Sth 

'Jtli 

10th 

llth 

-- 

2  (1 

2   11* 

2  6* 

3  (1* 

— 

31  0* 

34  0* 

34  3t 



23  0 

22  9* 

22  6* 

23  0 

23  3» 

7  9* 

H      Ot 

7  9' 

7  9* 

7  9» 

— 

1(1  Ot 

10  Ot 

9  (H- 

1  10* 

2  ()• 

2  1* 

2  2-* 

2  2* 

0  10* 

0  10* 

0  10* 

II  10* 

0  10* 

17  0« 

IG-  6* 

17  9 

17  3 

5  1* 

5  0» 

5  0* 

5  (1* 

5   1* 

1  0* 

— 

1  0* 



1   0* 

13  0* 

12  0» 

12  0» 

12  0* 

13  0* 

— 

3  2t 

3  2t 



39  G 

39  0* 

39  6* 

39  6* 

3«  «• 

15  Ot 

— 

— 



1   .?* 

_ 

_ 

8  (1- 

.>>  0* 

8  0* 

8  0* 

h  0* 

19  0 

18  0* 

19  0 

19  Ot 

19  (It 

73  7i 

74  0 

73  9 

73  7.i 

73  7' 

26  0* 

26  0* 

26  0* 

4 

2 

4  4" 

4  3* 

4  3* 

4  6 

4  3' 

1  1 

1  1 

4  0* 

3  10* 

3  ir 

5  G' 

.')   0* 

5  (I* 



5  0* 

13  9 

14  3* 

16  9 

15  0 

15  0 

21  0* 

21   G 

21   3 

21  4.i 

21  6 

9  7 

10  2 

11  5 

10  6 

10  6 

2  7* 

2   N* 

2  9» 

2  8* 

2  S* 

— 

95  (It 

— 





1  6t 

1  6t 

1  3* 

1   6t 

1   1* 

152  Ot 

150  0 

150  0 

152  6 

150  0« 

139  G* 

141  3 

142  6 

142  6* 

143  U 

20  0 

19  9 

19  9 

19  6 

19  3* 

6  G 

(i   1 

G  5 

6  3 

6  0* 

7  G* 

7  7* 

7  7 

7  0* 

7  1* 

19  0* 

19  0* 

19  0* 

19  (!• 

19  0* 

£l4t 

iUtA 

— 



£14 

1  2* 

1  2* 

1  2* 



1   2* 

30  0* 

30  0* 

30  0* 

31  6* 

32  0* 

10  0* 

10  1* 

10  0* 

10  3 

10  1* 

6  4* 

G  3 

6  3* 

6  3 

6  3* 

— 

21  0* 

— 

21  0* 

22  0 

14  3 

14  3 

14  3 

14  3 

14  3* 

£2>3-tA-22,4  3 

*   £222*   ^221 

£•223 
2  0* 

2  0* 

2  0* 

2  0* 



1  :]* 

t  3* 

4  ti* 

4  9* 

5  0» 

4  (r 

4  0* 

4  0* 

4  0* 

4  0* 

19  Ot 

17  t^* 

IS  0* 

18  6t 

18  6t 

120  0 

115  0* 

115  0« 

116  3* 

117  6* 

2  (1 

2  0* 

2  (»• 

2  0* 

2  1* 

— 

— 

2  3* 

2  6* 

2  G* 

1  2* 

1  3 

I  5 

1  6t 

1  4 

89  6 

89  0 

89  0« 

89  0 

89  0* 

3  11* 

3  11* 

3  11* 

3  11* 

3  11* 

12  6 

12  G* 

12  9 

12  9* 

12  fi* 

— 

!0  Ot 

9  0* 

7  0 

7  (1* 

12  3* 

12  (1 

12  3« 

12  3 

12  4.', 

19  0* 

— 



-' 

9   fi* 

•'  !;• 

—     11 

«  If 

— 





— 

— 

2  G* 

2  G* 

2  2* 

2  3t 

2  3t 

2  II 

— ■ 

— 

— 

— 

27  Ot 

6  1 

6  1* 

G  9 

6  4 

6  2 

69  G* 

70   ti 

7(1  0 

70  0 

69  6 

24  0 

24  (1 

2»  3* 

24  0* 

24  3* 

-~ 

— 

— 

22  6* 

_^ 

— 

11   1.* 

12  (i» 

12  0* 

12  6* 

12  G* 

- 

13  3* 

13  6» 

13  G* 

70  G 

70  (1 

7(1   G 

70  3 

7(1  ;> 

17  G 

17  3* 

— 



2  0* 

2  (1* 

2  u* 

2  (1* 

2  5 

45  G» 

— 

15  G 

46  0* 

__ 

7  3* 

7  9* 

— 

7  9 

7  9 

5  0* 

5  0» 

5  0* 

5  3 

5  0* 

18  G 

J8  6 

19  3 

18  5 

18  6 

.•;  £103 

7s.  6d. 

•  ;  £103 

8s.  9d.* 

:  £103 

V  Odd 

Lots. 

.\.\  50  Share.'!. 

EDWARD    DODD. 


19,  LOVEDAY  STREET 

(Opposite  Goldfields  Hotel). 

Agent    lor    W.    r      Stanley    &    Co.,    London,     and     Cambridge 
Scientific    Instrument    Co.,    Cambridge. 

Mathematical,  Nautical,  Scientific  and   Eleclricai 
Instrument  Maker. 

Ttiroilolitcs,  Tnclieoiiieters,  Levels,  .\rtifici«l  Horiaons.  Coiiipa&ses.  Etc.     Switcb 
l.oar-ils.     Telephones,      Telefrraph     Instruments.     Mrs^TM     and      Meters.        Fir.r 
l.nciiieerinj:    and    Small    Press    Work    Kscciited.         Telephone  S758. 
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S.A.  MINING  JOURNAL  AND  ENGINEElilNG  BECOPJ). 


J 'burg,  April  13,  1918. 


W.  L.  SAUNDERS,  Chairman. 
J.  H.  JOWETT,  Vice-Pres. 


GEORGE  OOUBLEDAY,  Pres. 
F.  A.  BRAINERD,  Vice-Pres. 


W.  R.  GRACE,  V.-P.  and  Treas. 
L.  D.  ALBIN,  Gen.  S.M. 


Cameron 
Centrifui(al  Pumps 


For   Highest  Efficiency. 


The  Simplicity  of  Design  and 
High  Quality  of  Material  and 
Workmanship  produce  a 
Pump  of  Extreme  Reliability. 


Cameron  Centrifugal  Pumps 
have  been  thoroughly  .  .  • 
PROVED  under  all  condi- 
tions    of    service. 

The  Horizontaliy-Split  Casing 
permits  ready  access  to  all 
Parts  without  disconnecting 
any   Piping. 


INGERSOLL-RAND    CO. 


Exploration  Buildings. 


Johannesburg. 


J 'burg,   April  ly,   VJlH. 
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Important  to  Mine  and  Compound  Managers. 

Messrs.    L.    FATTI    &    CO.,    LTD., 

The  Proprietors  of  FATTI'S  MACARONI  FACTORIES,  and  Suppliers  of  SOUP  MACARONI 

FOR  THE 

Mine  Boys,  beg  to  inform  the  Mine  and  Compound  Managers  that  despite  the  present  high  cost  of  flour,  the  price  for  this 
wholesome  and  very  nourishing  food  has  been  practically  kept  at  the  pre-war  level,  thus  making  Macaroni  the  most 
economical  food  of  the  present  times,  ()«ing  to  tlic  general  increase  of  the  prices  of  all  foodstuffs  Soup  Macaroni  ha-« 
now  been  introduced  into  the  native  diet  by  a  large  number  of  Mining  Companies,  in  whose  Compounds  the  full  c.-ntent 
of   tht    Boys   has  been   gained   by   occasionally   changing    witli    Macaroni     their    somewhat    monoton-ms     mfiui. 

For  quotation  and  orders  please  apply  to  Box  1 139,  'Phone  962,  Johannesburg— L.  FATTI  &  Co.,  Ltd. 
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THE     WEEK     IN 


THE     MINING     MATERIAL     AND     ENGINEERING 

TRADES. 


Chemical  Trade  Good— Blast  Furnaces— South  African  Tin— American  Trade— Reef 
Business— Iron  and  Steel  Goods— Second-Hand  Materials— Acute 

Position  of  White  Lead. 


BusiNliss   still  foiitiTiues   (mi   the   slow  side,    but  lliurc   is  an 
absenet;   of   anytliiiif>-   like   depression,     but     undoubtedly     :i 
waiting  policy  is  being  observed  througliout  all  eoinniercial 
circles.     One  bright  spot  was  discovered  and  tbat  is  in  con- 
nection  with   the  chemical  trade,   whicli,   although   (juiet   in 
connection    with    the    mines,    is   yet    quite    gooil   a.;    legarrls 
supplying  the  many  small  factories  in  South  Africa.     Mueli 
is  also  t'xpected   from   the   blast    fuiiiaces,   as  our  foundries 
are    figuratively    starving    for   the    want    of    pig    iron.      On.' 
well   veised  in  the  subject  states  that  the  Pretoria  fiu-nace 
is  expected  to  make  a  start  in  May  next.     The  expert  in 
charge  there  has  been  specially  engaged  on  account  of  hi;; 
Enghsh    experience, 'therefore   nothing     seems     lacking     for 
making  the  thing  a  success.     Of  course  everything  depends 
on  the  quahty  of  the  iron,  but  when  that  is  assui'ed  therr 
is  not  onK'  a  big  market  in  South  Africa,  but  Italy  will  tak  • 
any  quantity.      \\'e  have  big  things  in  South   Africa,  but  an 
enthusiast  considers  that  our  iron   industry   bids  fair  to   b.- 
one  of   the   biggest,      .\nother  industry  coming   well   to  the 
fi'ont   is   that   of   tin,    because    by   the   official   account.'^   tlu- 
Zaaiplaats  ^iine  has  got  back  to  its  old  form  again.     It  can 
not  only  supi)ly  all  the  requirements  for  South  Africa,   b;it 
has    plent\'    to   export    as    well.      The    metal    is    guaranteed 
99'5  per  cent,   ol   pure   tin,   which   is  piochi'.-ed  at   the  nunc 
instead    of   fonnerly    by   sending     the     ore     oversea     to     be 
smelte<l. 

Tni';  .\.>n:itu  .XN  Shiimmm;  Tijadi:. 

The    importers   are    in    a    cpiandary    as    to    the    American 
position,  for,  although  a  representative  firm  has  sent  tiu-ee 
cables  to  ascertain  the  whereabouts  of  cert  lin  material,  n.i 
information  so  far  can  be  obtaini-d.     However,  it  was  ascei - 
tained     tiiat     a     cable  had  been  received  from   Washington 
stating  that  no  guarantees  were  necessary  to  bt>  given   l\v 
importers  into  this  i-ountry  as  to  what  had  tt»  be  done  with 
any  material  recei\etl  here  or  where  it  could  hv  sent,  .similar 
to  wlien  goods  were  forwarded  to  neutral  countries  near  the 
war  zonfe.      At  another  American   House   it  was  found  that 
business    was    \  cry    much    at    a    standstill,    for    althougli    a    ; 
Japanese  ship  had  recently  brought  some  material  and  other    i 
goods  from  America,  yet  the  route  is  altogether  uncertain  'i 
with    its   sailing   vessels.      'J1ii»   manager   considered    it    b  si    , 
to  take  a  commonsense   view  of  the  position  and  recognise    I 
that   little   or   no   improvement   can   he   expected   until    the    ; 
pressure  of  the  tianshipment  of  troops  is  relieved.     By  the    [ 
way,   it  wa'-  nu-utioiied  th.al    each   soldier  leqnired   foui-  tmi^    I 


of  accoutrements,  foodstutis,  guns,  ummunitiuii,  hospital 
nec-essaries  aJid  so  forth,  which  meant  much  in  the  matter  of 
shipping.  It  also  appears  that  the  Government  of  America 
does  not  admit  that  our  mines  are  as  essential  for  war  re- 
qun-ements  as  are  railway  and  agricultural  macliineiv, 
medicines,  etc.  Whilst  the"  shipphig  is  the  chief  ditticrlty, 
yet  the  railway  transport  from  the  maimfactories  to  New 
York  is  no  mean  thing,  as  an  a.ssurance  has  to  be  given  tlu-t 
when  the  goods  get  to  the  coast  shipping  accommodation 
lias  to  be  found.  The  truth  is  that  the  American  Govern- 
ment is  very  much  in  earnest  about  the  war  and  everythin-: 
else  has  to  stand  aside  for  the  present. 

A  Kekf  Tr.wkllku's  Expkuikxck. 
.\  traveller  of  7n-iny  years'  standing  on  the  iieet  states 
that  tilings  arc  chan^Miig  .is  tlie  chief  central  buying  office 
is  continually  trespassing  on  his  preserves.  As  for  example, 
he  had  worked  up  a  fair  business  in  local-made  grease,  but 
when  he  ottered  tlie  impoited  article  as  well,  that  could  be 
only  sold  through  Johannesburg.  The  great  thing  on  the 
Keef  is  to  get  specialitres,  such  as  fire  hose  and  appliances. 
and,  say,  a  line  of  spanners,-  uIs  )  any  special  tool  or 
appliances  out  of  the  ordinary  run.  He  is  now  seeing  what 
he  can  do  in  selling  miiiei:;'  boots,  because  now  all  the  boys 
practically  wear  boots  when  down  the  mines.  There  is  quite 
a  fair  trade  to  be  done,  but,  alas,  it  is  like  other  things 
m  Johaimesburg  and  the  Reef,  one  is  up  against  keen  com- 
petition and  obviously  other  people  have  boen  in  front. 
However,  he  nnmages  to  jog  along,  but  veiv  ponrlv.  as,  com- 
pared with  pre-war  days. 

Ikon,   Steel  and  Fencing  M.xterial. 

To  illustrate  how  ?naterial  can  automaticully  drop 
out  of  use  throui:h  vahus  getting  out  of  reach.  Gal- 
vanised wire  netting  6'  x  2"  is  now  from  .'iTs.  Od.  to  60s. 
per  roll,  as  compared  with  los.  in  pre-war  days.  According 
to  one  firm  who  did  a  big  turnover  in  this  wire  netting,  it 
has  gradually  dropped  down  to  zeio.  Another  case  is  that 
of  steel  ceilings,  now  00s.  jier  square  fixed,  as  compared 
with  Bos.,  which  means  that  only  urgent  jol^s  are  under- 
taken. Yet  another  instance  of  values;  a  lot  of  obsolete  n«w 
bar  iron  was  brought  to  light  during  the  week.  In  the 
ordinary  way  it  was  not  worth  storage  loom  and  would  be 
unsaleable  at  .js.  per  lOOlbs..  but  the  lot  was  readily 
absorbed  at  82s.  tkl..  simply  because  importe<l  l>ar  iron  is 
so  scarce  and  although  this  particular  lot  was  quite  an  out- 
size, yet  it  was  worth  while  going  to  the  trouble  and  expen.^e 
of  adaptation.      There  has  boen  a  slight  addition  \r  nuv  ini 
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Workmen  employed   over   15,00 
Works  area  200  Acres. 


Hecla  and  East  Hecla  Works,  Sheffield,  England. 


foOi'iTPSBEFFiELD. 


MINING  REQUISITES 


of  all  kinds. 


:So!e  Makers  of  HADFI  ELD'S  ;PATENT 

•ERK*     TUVT^NGKISeSE     STEEL 

'lie  supreme  material  for  tlio  wearing  i)arts  of  Stonp,  Rrealviu'j 
and  Ore  Crushing  Machinery,  Tramway  Track  Work,  etc. 


Complete  Stone  Breaking 
and  Ore  Crushing  Plants 


IleaJ    Office    for    South    Africa  : 
46     &     47,     CXJLLIHAN     BTnLDINGS, 

JOHANNESBURG. 
'Phone  5900.  Tel.  Add.  ;    "Hecla." 


Bulawayo    .^jen :s  : 

WEITMOSE    &    JACKSON, 

17    &    18,    Agency    Chambers. 


Salisbury   Agents  : 

P.    PEECH    &.    CO., 

Angwa     Street. 


.Natal   .■V^'onts  : 

THOMAS     BARLOW     &    SONS, 

Smith    Street,     Durban. 


WAR  CONDITIONS  IN  CANADA 

may  have  caused  a  shortage  of  asbestos,  but  **  PALMETTO  " 
packing  will  continue  to  be  made  only  of  the  first  grade 
asbestos,  even  though  it  costs  more. 

The    quality    that   has   made   "PALMETTO"    famous   for    long 
service  under  hard  conditions  will  be  continued. 

L«t  m»  tead  y««  a  Sample  to  prove  qnality. 

GREENE,  TWEED  &  CO., 

Sole  Manufactuiers, 

189,  DUANE  STREET,  NEW  YORK. 

Cwriad  b  Stock  hj- 

BARTLE  &  CO.,  Johannesburg. 

E.  W.  TARRY  &  CO.,  Ltd., 

Kimberley,  Salislrary  and  Bulawayo. 


.)  "1)111}.',   April   \3,  JiJlH. 


S.A.  MINING  JoL'HNaL  .\Sl)  EN(JJ  NKi;j{IN(>   KECOKb. 
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porlud  bar  iioii,  hotli  lomicl  and  square,  as  shipments  yrriM.(l 
at  tile  c'oist  per  a  Japanese  ship  fioni  America.  So  far  as 
can  l)c  as;-c'rtainc(l  the  sizes  arc  all  under  on,-  incji.  In 
K.'f.-ard  {()  sizes  the  imjjortin^'  merchants  aiv  irritated  at  lime.-; 
because  they  are  expecterl  to  supply  the  smaller  si/es  ot 
luits  ,ind  bolts  and  liie  local  fact^)ries  fjet  the  bi;,'  orders 
tor  tile  larp:er  si/.es. 

Skcund-Hanij  Matkhials. 
There  is  \er\  little  doing,  as  the  yards  are  so  full  and 
dealers  are  not  inlying  freely.  There  are  plenty  of  I'Jlb. 
rails  at  from  Jt2'2  lOs.  to  £2.')  per  ton,  whereas  a  short  time 
ago  they  could  liaidly  be  obtained.  Several  eii'iuiries  are 
in  the  market  f(jr  big  boilers  for  the  Natal  CoUiei-ies.  Water 
tube  boilers  are  scarce,  but  sufficient  are  available  to  com- 
plete the  Natal  orders.  Fairly  good  enquiries  are  said  to  be 
in  from  the  Belgian  Congo,  Khodcsia,  the  Northern  Trans- 
vaal, Delagoa  Jiay,  as  well  as  from  East  and  West  .Africa, 
bvit  few  <letails  aic  available. 

Ti.Miii.it  AM)  Bni.uiNc;  AJatkuiai.s. 

The  demand  for  timber  is  (piieter,  but.  floorings  and  ceil- 
ings have  advanced  anothei-  farthing  per  foot,  leak  is  now 
IBs.  Gd.  to  20s.  per  cubic  foot,  as  the  shipments  frem  India 
are  meagre,  when  they  do  (.'ome.  On  account  of  the  spell 
of  fine  weather  the;  brick  position  is  getting  easier  and 
ob'v/ously  will  improve.  This  also  applies  to  cement,  as 
the  (lovernment  Jiailway  contracts  have  been  pretty  Wcdl 
fulfilled,  or,  at  least,  got  under  control.  The  building  con- 
tractors say  that  a  number  of  jobs  are  waiting  to  be 
tendered  for,  notwithstanding  the  high-i)rice  of  materials. 
As  regards  mining  jjoles  and  South  African  timber  there  ai'e 
plenty  coming  forward  again,  after  the  long  check  ex- 
perienced owing  to  t^ie  rainy  weather  and  floods.  Piices  are 
l)eginning  to  become  normal. 

Oils,  White  Lkad  and  Platk  Glass. 

A  very  acute  position  has  almost  suddenly  developed  in 
reference  to  white  lead,  as  several  of  the  leading  distrU^utors 
are  practically  out  of  white  lead.  However,  they  are  supply- 
ing their  customers  with  retail  quantities  only.  It  is 
understood  that  onlv  one  firm  in  town  has  a  few  tons  of 
American  lead,  hut  no  positive  information  can  be  leai-ned. 
The  difficulty  is  that  the  sailing  vessels  carrying  the  white 
lead  are  so  long  in  coming,  hence  the  shortage.  Now  is  the 
opportunity  for  the  Hatherley  works  to  introduce  their  South 
African  product  of  white  lead.  Glue  is  in  a  very  similar  posi- 
tion, as  wholesale  quantities  cannot  be  had  in  Johannes- 
burg at  any  price,  neithei-  can  ultramarine  blue.  A  consign- 
ment of  gold  leaf  was  received  recently  and  it  was  all 
snapped  up  in  one  day  at  3s.  Od.  a  book.  These  shortages, 
more  ])articuhaly  that  of  white  lead,  have  created  a  run  upon 
the  ready  mixed  paints,  which  are  likely  to  go  higher  in 
price. 

\'auioi:s  Tradk  Gleanings. 

A  mine  buyei'  from  the  Belgian  Congo  called  at  .lolian- 
nesburg  on  his  way  to  the  coast.  He  seemed  well  satisfied 
with  tlie  quantities  of  second-hand  material  accumulated 
here.  Another  Government  order  is  expected  shortly,  where 
it  will  he  necessary  to  obtain  the  s'gnature  of  the  IBritish 
representative  at  Delagoa  Bay  before  the  Vnion  Export 
Controller  will  allow  certain  goods  and  material  to  be 
exported  to  the  Portuguese  te'-ritory.  Otlier  ))laces  outsid  > 
the  Union  will  also  have  to  adopt  a  similar  procedure,  :'s 
the  Union  Controller  is  making  the  present  restrictions  more 
stringent  with  #i)e  view  of  not  denuding  our  markets  and 
thus  becoming  short  ourselves.  Shipping  news  cannot 
be  luul ;  it  is  possible  that  the  shipping  people  kn  )w 
very  little.  The  motor  petrol  people  expect  some  from 
Sumatra  at  any  time:  however,  the  position  is  e.'isii'i-  than 
it  was. 

l\i;\isKP  PiiUK  List. 

JJuii.niNc;  .MAri.niAi.s. — Timber  :  Doals.  IJaUic.  0  x  3.  Is.  '^^\■ 
to  Is.  S^J.  ;  Hoorin^i,  4i  x  J,  and  (5  x  I,  lO^d.  to  lO^d.  per  8quare  foot  ; 
(tooring,  4i  x  1^,  lOid. ;  and  6  x  li,  lO^d. ;  coilintfs,  6  x  i,  6d. 
to  6^d.  per  square  foot  ;  pitch  pine,  Os.  per  cubic  foot  ;  Ore^jon, 
7s.  to  8.S.  per  cubic  foot;  clear  pine,  i  in.  x  12  in.,  la.  3d.  per  foot; 
lin.  X  I'iin. ,  Is.  fid.;  teak,  18s.  6d.  to  203.  cubic  foot;  shelving. 
Is.  ;  jarrah.  12s.  6d.  cub.  ft.  ;  poplar,  lin.  x  12in..  Is.  6d.  ;  scantling 
Is.    Id.    to    l.<.    3d.    ft.    hi\ivor    Ijoaids.    SJd. :    gnlvanieed    iron,    24-paupi'. 


6ft.  U,  10ft.,  Is.  lOd. ;  lift..  Is.  lOid. ;  12ft.,  I*,  lid.;  26  gauge,  6ft.  to  8ft.. 
1».  6d.  to  l8.  7d.  ;  yft.  and  lOft.,  Ib.  7d.  ;  f^at  t,'alvaniRed,  24-(;auge  and 
20  Kaug«^>  t-'  H)Olb.  ;  tioor  brads,  .'Jh.  Od.  ;  ceiling,  47s.  6d.  ;  wire  nails, 
47s.  6.1.  to  60s.  1001l>.  ;  ItK-ks,  rim,  66>-. ;  mortice.  70*.  per  do2<*n ;  stoel 
ceilings,  8().h.  to  Hon.  ;  roofini^  material.  1  ply.  4jh.  ;  2  ply.  j'Js.  Od.  ;  and 
3  ply,  67.S.  6d.  jx-r  roil. 

Bricks,  C'kmk.nt,  f^iME,  Exr.— Pretoria  Poitland  Cement,  On.  3d. 
t>a2 ;  8».  3d.  truck  loads;  lime,  white,  unslak,HJ.  7»,  ;  track  loads,  68.; 
slaked,  do.,  5s.;  blue,  .38.  9d.,-  planter  lime,  4b.  9d.  ;  bricks,  stock,  de- 
livered, 07.S.  Gd.  to  70s..;  wire  cut.M.  70s.  to  HOs.  ;  pre.-.sed.  70.^.  to  80c. 
1,000;  road  transport  expensive  when  obtain.-ible  ;  salt  glazed  £153.  and 
white  brick.s,  £.35  per  1,000;  rtjofing  tiles.  £17^  to  £27i  per  1.000: 
glazed  tiles.  17s.  Gd.  to  278.  Gd.  per  yard  ;  paviui,'  cement  tiles,  Ss.  6d. 
per  yard  laid  ;  reinforced  concrete  coliunn.*.  Oft.  jilain,  25s.  :  fluted. 
30s.;  fireclay  bricks.  £8^  to  £14^.  at  kiln,  per  l.OdO;  clav  chimtiev 
pots,  363.   to  70<..   according  to  height,   12  in.   to  18  in.,  per  dozen. 

Oils,  Paint.s,  Lead,  Oxide,  Glass,— Linseed,  raw  and  boiled, 
13h.  .3d.  to  13s.  Od.  O.M.  j;all. ;  white  lead.  Is.  3d.  i>er  lb.  and  lu.  Id.  in 
big  lots;  turpentine,  66s.  2/4  1-5  galls;  10,1  5-6  imp.  tin.*.  72s.  6d.  : 
oxide  in  oil.  60s.  per  100  lb.  ;  dry  oxide,  13s.  6d.  to  JGs.  ;  lia-.-el 
oil  putty,  8d.  per  lb.  ;  paints  in  tins.  Is.  3d.  Ib.  ;  Biiti.sh  plategLijiji. 
Jin.,  Gs.  Od.  ;  do.,  mirror,  78.  9d.  ;  window,  16  oz.,  Is.  to  Is.  Od.._ 
per  foot ;  and  fancy  glass,  2s.  per  foot. 

Gkca.se.— Imported.  A.F.  axle,  £.35;  local,  £20^  to  £27^  |..  r 
ton;  tallow  flocal),  8d.  per  lb.;  White  Rose  paraffin,  19s.  4d.  2/4 
Laurel  paraffin,  198.  Id.  ;  petrol,  358.  6d.  to  36s.  6d.  2/4  I.M.P.  ;  motor 
oil,  7s.  to  73.  6d.  per  gallon :  engine  lubricating  oils,  35s.  to  4."»s. 
per  case;  cylinder,  35s.  to  45s. 

Che.micals. — Mercury,  £40  75lb.  ;  bichromate  potash.  5s.  fid.  !b  ; 
chlorate,  4s.  6d.  per  lb.  ;  permanganate,  14s.  per  lb.  ;  alum.  6d.  Ib.  : 
carbolic  acid,  7s.  6d.  lb.  ;  borax.  115s.  lOOlb.  ;  cyanide  sodium, 
2s.  3d.  to  2s.  6d.  per  lb.  ;  hypo,  9d.  lb.  ;  nitrate  lead,  Icical.  4Cs.  lOOib.  ; 
litharge  (assay),  70s.  to  72s.  6d.  (commercial),  58s.  6d.  100  lbs.  ;  zinc 
sheets  and  blocks.  Is.  9d.  lb.  ;  locally-smelted  zinc.  6id.  lb.  ;  plumbago 
crucibles.  5d.  per  number;  carbide,  lOSs.  to  1128.  lOOlb. 

Electrical  Goods. — Lamps,  high  voltage,  British,  Holland  .^nd 
American,  30s.  to  36s.  wholesale,  and  48s.  to  54s.  doz.  retail ;  carbon 
lamps,  18s.  dozen  ;  pure  rubber  flex.  6d.  to  8d.  yd.  ;  3/20  coils  wire. 
50s.  to  60s.;  ditto,  3/22,  .32s.  6d.  ;  7/22.  60s.:  7/20,  105s.: 
7/18,  1.35s.;  tubing.  2.5s.  to  30s.  per  100  feet;  keyholders.  4s.  6d. 
to  5s.  6d.  each;  round  blocks,  3^in.,  5s.  6d.  to  6s.  dozen;  lamp  holder 
cord  grips,  1.5s.  to  15s.  Gd.  per  dozen;  switches.  5  amp..  42s.  to  48.«. 
per  dozen;  British  glass  shades,  30s.  to  403.  dozen;  porcelain  shackles, 
15s.  to  18.S.  dozen:  do.,  bobbins.  25s.  to  30s.  per  100:  cleats,  22>. 
per  100;  P.O.  insulators,  18s. 

Iron. — Imported,  ^iii.  and  |in.  round,  9(1.  to  lod.  lb.  ;  ^in.  round  an<' 
.square  70s.  to  75s.  lOOlb.  :  ^'m..  6Ss.  ;  fin.  round,  50s.  to  oos.  lOOlb.  :  lin. 
up.  round.  .35s.  to  40s.  lOOlb.  ;  square  iron.  3Gs.  and  up.  lOOlb.  ;  flat  iron, 
.small  shoeing  .sizes.  55s.  to  70s.  :  flat,  average  width  and  thi(-kne.ss. 
36s.  to  50s.  ;  round  iron,  local,  |in.  upwards,  33s.  6d.  per  iOOlb.  : 
square  iron,  local,  |in.  upwards,  33s.  6d.  per  lOOlb. ;  flat  iron,  average 
widths  and  thickness,  33s.  6d.  ;  mild  steel  bar,  6.ld.  to  9d.  per  lb.  ; 
drill,  lOd.  to  Is.  per  lb.  ;  steel  plates,  70s.  to  80s.  :  many  sizes 
unobtainable;  hexagon  and  cuphead  bolts,  iin.  diameter,  2&- 
per  lb.;  5 16in.  diameter,  Is.  9d.  per  lb.;  iin.  diameter  up  to 
3in.  long,  Is.  9d.  lb.;  fin.  dia.,  Is.  6d..  3^in.  and  up  long  Is.  6d.  lb.; 
^iii  dia.  up  to  2^iu  long,  77s.  6d,  lOOib  :  ^in  dia.  and  2jin  up  long,  75s. 
per  lOOlb.  ;  |in.  diameter  up  to  2',in.  long.  85s.  per  lOOlb.  :  £in.  dia. 
2Jin.  and  up  long.  60s.  per  lOOlb.  ;  Jin.  diameter.  2Jin.  and 
up  long.  55s.  100  lb.  ;  |in.  and  lin.  diameter,  same  price  as  Jin. 
diameter;  nuts,  fin.,  Is.  3d.  per  lb.;  ^in.,  85s.:  I'm.  to  li.in..  758.: 
Igin.  and  Ijin.,  85s.  ;  l|in.  to  IJin..  S7s.  Pd.  :  2in.  up,  92s.  6d. ;  wash 
ers,  all  45st  ;  rivets,  3-16in..  Is.  6d.  lb.;  ^in.,  5-Uin..  Is.  6d.  lb.: 
7-lGin.,  gin..  Is.  .3d.  lb.:  ^in  .  75s.:  ^jn..  Oos.;  »in.  up.  60s.  10( 
lb.;  shoes  and  dies.  32s.  6d.  to  35s.,  lOOlb.  ;  rails,  £25  per  ton: 
picks,  41b.,  40s.  per  doz.;  shovels.  65s.  to  70s.  per  doz.;  drill  hammer-. 
5id.  to  6d.  per  lb.:  hammer  handles  (best  .\merican).  14in..  4s.  6d. : 
24in..  lOs.  ;  oOin.,  14s.:  36in.,  16s.  6d.  per  dozen:  metal,  anti-frictioi 
knoxite,  lid.  to  4s.  and  special  piices  per  lb. 

In  consequence  of  the  daily,  and  even  hourly,  vari.ition 

in   prices,    the   Editor   will   answer  reply-paid   telept^ms    ^" 

verify  any  quotation  in  our  list. 


Mine  Survey  and  Drawing    Office, 

Mi-ling  Properties  surveyed  and  plans  kept  up-to-date  as  required. 
.'Ml  kinds  of  drawings  and  tracings  neady  done.     Blue  prints  made. 


D.  R.  COLMAN, 

Cert.  .Mine  Manager. 

Surveyor. 

27  and  50.   PERMANENT   BUILDINGS,   HARRISON  STREET, 

JOHANNESBURG. 
Phone  1244,  Central.  P.O.  Box  957. 


1SA 


S.A.   MiNhNG  JOUKNAL  ANt»  ENGIKEKIUKG  iiECUKlJ. 


'inm^,  April   18,   lUlH. 


The  Week's  Meetings. 


RANDFONTEIN     CENTRAL. 


Annual   Meeting.  ' 

Presiding  at  the  annual  meeting  of 
the  Randfontein  Cent.  G.M.  Co.,  on  April 
10,  Mr.  John  Munro  said :  The  year 
ended  31st  December.  1917,  with  which 
tlie  report  and  accounts  now  submitted 
for  your  adoption  deals,  has  oeen  one 
of  unusual  anxiety  and  difficulty  to 
your  directors.  The  accompanying 
reports  of  the  consulting  engineer  and 
mine  manager  deal  fully  with  the 
year's  operations.  Shortly  after  the 
control  and  administration  of  your 
property  wae  taken  over  from  the 
Robinson  group  a  circular  letter,  dated 
5th  March,  1917,  was  addressed  to 
shareholders  giving  the  reasons  why, 
if,  the  property  were  to  be  worked  in 
the  best  permanent  interest  of  the 
company,  a  reduction  in  the  monthly 
profit  to  £50,000  was  imperative.  At 
the  time  this  estimate  was  framed 
there  were  over  19,000  native  labourers 
on  the  property,  which  your  con- 
sulting engineer  considered  more  than 
ample  for  the  requirements  of  the 
mines,  but  this  number  dropped 
rapidly,  and  for  several  months  the 
native  labour  force  was  as  low  as 
15.700.  This  serious  falling  off  in  the 
labour  force,  together  with  the  dis- 
organisation occasioned  by  strikes 
among  the  white  employes,  had  the 
effect  of  greatly  curtailing  the  scale 
of  operations,  with  the  result  that  the 
monthly  profit  fell  considerably  be- 
low the  figure  anticipated.  The  chair- 
man presiding  at  last  year's  annual 
meeting  informed  shareholders  that 
the  100-stamp  mills  of  the  South, 
North  and  Robinson  mines  were  closed 
down  during  the  year  1916.  Early  in 
1917  the  Porges  mill  was  closed  down, 
thus  concentrating  all  the  reduction 
operations  at  the  big  Central  mill, 
which,  we  are  advised,  is  quite  cap- 
able of  treating  all  the  ore  mined 
from  the  various  sections  of  the  pro- 
perty. Whilst  this  mill  is  capable 
of  treating  about  185,000  tons  per 
month,  the  monthly  average  from  all 
sources  only  amounted  to  168,000  tons. 

Unsatisfactory  Shaft  Position. 

The  report  of  the  consulting  engi- 
neer deals  fully  with  the  unsatisfac- 
tory shaft  position,  which  greatly 
handicaps  the  efficient  working  of  the 
property.  This  matter  had  the  care- 
ful consideration  of  the  board,  and, 
as  mentioned  in  the  quarterly  report 
for  the  period  ended  30th  September, 
1917,  it  was  decided  to  sink  two  new 
vertical  shafts  to  an  approximate 
depth  of  5,000  feet  each,  to  ultimately 
replace  the  six  shafts  on  the  South', 
North    and    Robinson    sections.  A 

commencement  was  made  on  this  work 
at  the  beginning  of  September  last, 
and  I  am  pleased  to  be  able  to  re- 
port that  the  sinking  is  proceeding 
very  satisfactorily.  I  shall  again  re- 
fer to  this  later. 

Ore   Reserves   and   Development. 

Anotiier  important  matter  which  is 
fully  dealt  with  in  the  consulting  en- 
gineer's report  is  the  position  of  the 
ore  reserves.  You  will  notice  that 
the  re-estimated  reserves  at  the  end 
of  the  year  are  calculated  on  a  dif- 
ferent basis  to  those  published  at  the 
end  of  1916,  and  give  the  following 
result:  5,185,000  tons,  of  a  value  of 
6.8  dwts.  over  53  inches.  Of  this 
amount  695,000  were  added  during  the 
past  year,  and  represents  the  increase 


of  the  ore  developed  (2,0-33,659  tons) 
over  the  ^le  mined  from  blocks 
( 1,337, 7.'i6         tons)  during  the 

year.  A  most  gratifying 

feature  of  recent  developmenf, 
which  i^romises  well  for  the  future,  is 
the  good  values  and  high  percentage 
payability  of  both  Randfontein  leader 
and  West  Reef  opened  up  in  the  lowest 
levels. 

Balance  Sheet. 

Referring  now  to  the  balance  sheet, 
the  debenture  liability  has  been  re- 
duced by  the  sum  of  £97,100,  repre- 
senting debentures  purchased  at  par 
in  lieu  of  making  the  fourth  annual 
drawing.  In  addition  to  this,  deben- 
tures to  the  value  of  £102,900  were 
purchased  at  the  end  of  the  year  from 
the  Randfontein  Estates  Company, 
which  holds  the  entire  issue,  and  this 
amount  appears  as  an  asset  in  the 
balance  sheet.  Interest  ceased  on  the 
date  when  these  debentures  were  paid 
for.  This  saves  the  expense  of  draw- 
ing the  fifth  instalment  whicli  Avas 
due  for  redemption  on  the  1st  of 
March  of  this  year.  A  substantial  re- 
duction has  been  made  in  the  account 
headed  "Funds  transferred  from  ap- 
propriation account,"  the  balance  of 
which  at  31st  of  December,  1916,  stood 
at  £1,982,562  19s.  9d.  The  capital  ex- 
penditure incurred  dviring  the  year, 
and  the  value  of  debentures  redeemed 
have  been  added  to  this  amount,  and 
from  the  total  thus  arrived  at  10  per 
cent,  hafe  been  deducted  for  deprecia- 
tion on  shafts,  buildings  and  machin- 
ery and  plant,  as  also  the  whole 
amount  standing  to  the  debit  of  "De- 
velopment account."  tlms  reducing 
the  balance  to  £257,628  12s.  lOd.  "De- 
velopment" is  rather  an  illusory  asset, 
and  in  the  mines  under  our  control  we 
have,  wherever  possible,  eliminated 
the  account  from  our  books  as  an 
"asset."  The  closing  down  of  the  four 
mills  already  referred  to,  has  thrown 
a  large  quantity  of  machinery  out  of 
commission,  and  as  it  will  deteriorate 
by  lying  idle  it  has  been  carefully 
scheduled  for  sale  and  will  be  disposed 
of  as  opportunity  offer,s.  Considerable 
sales  have  already  been  effected  at 
fair  prices,  and  as  there  is  a  good  de- 
mand for  second-hand  machinery  in 
consequence  of  the  difficulty  of  im- 
porting new  machinery,  a  substantial 
amount  should  be  realised,  but  it  will 
be  obvious  to  shareholders  that  this 
will  fall  far  short  of  the  amount  at 
which  this  machinery  stands  in  the 
company's  books.  This  policy,  how- 
ever, is  better  than  allowing  it  to  de- 
preciate in  value  by  leaving  it  lying 
on  the  property.  The  other  items  in 
the  balance  sheet  do  not  call  for 
special  comment. 

Working  Costs. 

In  common  with  other  gold  mining 
companies  on  the  Witwatersrand.  this 
company's  working  costs  suffered  in 
consequence  of  the  increased  price 
which  had  to  be  paid  for  stores.  Work- 
ing expenditure  for  the  year  under  re- 
view, compared  with  the  previous 
year,  includes  the  following  additional 
items: — 

Miners'  phthisis  insurance,  rates, 
taxes,  licences,  etc.,  formerly  charged 
through  appropriation  account,  now 
debited  to  working  costs.  £36,144. 

Gold  realisation  charges  now  charged 
to  working  costs,  debited  to  aold  ac- 
count in  1916.  £45,171. 


Active  service  allowances  and  war 
bonuses  debited  to  working  costs, 
1917,  not  paid  in  1916,  £37,889.  Total, 
£119,204. 

In  addition  to  this,  £71,840  more 
was  spent  on  development  and  charged 
against  working  costs  than  during  the 
previous  year.  These  figures,  without 
taking  into  consideration  the  lower 
tonnage  crushed,  and  the  increase 
in  stores  and  wages,  represent  an  increase 
if    Is.    10.73d.    per   ton   crushed. 

Lower  Tonnage  Crushed. 

Turning  now  to  the  revenue  side  of  the 
accour.ts,  it  will  be  observed  that  the 
revenue  from  gold  this  year  shows  an  ap- 
preciable falling  off  when  compared  with 
the  year  1916.  This  is  principally  attri- 
butable to  the  lower  tonnage  crushed,  due 
to  the  shortage  of  hammer  boys.  The 
grade  was  also  reduced  compared  with 
1916  by  a  higher  proportion  of  develop- 
ment rock  sent  to  the  mill.  The  drives 
are  now  made  much  wifder  and  carried 
more  in  the  footwall,  thus  mining  a  larger 
proportion  of  country  rock  and  reducing 
the  value  of  ore  from  these  drives.  This 
method  of  carrying  the  drives  tend  to- 
wards considerable  economy  in  mining. 
Another  matter  which  no  doubt  tended 
to  lower  the  grade  was  the  single  shifting 
of  the  mines  early  in  the  year,  as  when 
slopes  were  worked  double  shift  usually 
the  best  slopes  were  so  worked.  It  will 
be  observed  that  several  adjusting  items 
appear  in  the  appropriation  account  which 
should  have  been  passed  in  1916.  On 
the  debit  side  £54,808  appears  for  in- 
terest accrued  on  debentures  to  31st  De- 
cember, 1916,  but  not  taken  into  account 
in  that  year's  statement.  It  is  found  on 
reference  to  former  balance  sheets  that  it 
has  always  been  the  practice  to  take  into 
account  only  the  interest  actually  paid 
during  each  year,  so  the  directors  of  1916 
continued  a  long  standing  practice. 
There  were  a  considerable  number  of  debit 
and  credit  entries  which  should  have  been 
passed  in  1916,  showing  a  debit  on  bal- 
ance of  £1,889  4s.  8rd.,  which  are  now  ad- 
.iusted.  On  the  credit  side  of  the  account 
"  Reserves  "  amounting  to  £15,629  16s. 
5d.,  which  were  brought  into  the  1916 
balance  sheet  as  liabilities  are  now  ap- 
propriated. 

Rain  Storms. 

Since  the  close  of  the  financial  year  the 
heavy  ra^in  storms  that  have  occurred  here 
have  seriously  interfered  with  the  work- 
ing of  the  mine.  Most  of  the  sections 
have  lost  their  lowest  levels  through  being 
flooded,  and  unfortunately  in  the  case  of 
the  Block  "A"  and  Mynpacht  sections  the 
hoisting  of  rock  has  had  to  be  entirely 
suspended  in  order  to  hoist  water.  As  a 
result  profits  have  fallen  and  for  the 
month  of  March  the  tonnage  has  been 
reduced  so  much  that  a  serious  loss  has 
resulted.  Every  effort  is  being  made  to 
cope  with  the  difficult  situation,  but  it 
will  be  a  month  or  two  yet  at  the  earliest, 
before  we  can  expect  a  iwirn  to  normal 
conditions.  Work  in  the  two  new  shafts 
is  progessing  well,  and  at  the  end  of 
March  had  reached  a  depth  of  676ft.  and 
423  feet  respectively.  The  permanent 
sinking  equipment  on  the  north  vertical 
shaft  has  just  been  put  into  commission, 
and  at  the  south  shaft  we  hope  it  will 
be  in  operation  by  the  end  of  May,  when 
the  rate  of  sinking  in  both  shafts,  will, 
of  course,  be  materially  increase<^i.  From 
the  information  which  I  have  given  it 
must  be  apparent  to  you  that  we  had 
many  difficulties  to  contend  against,  which 
will  be  remedied  in  due  course.  It  will 
be  necessary  for  shareholders  to  exercise 
a  certain  amount  of  patience,  '"ut  this  will 
be  rewarded  when  the  new'  shafts  are 
brought  into  commission,  and   in   view  of 


.rhuig,  April   l;5,   lU\ti.       S.A.  MISISC  .iOURNAI.  ANI>  EN(ilXEEKIN(J  KECOKl). 


the  highly  satisfactory  value«  discluse<l 
by  development  on  the  lowest  levels,  to 
which  I  previously  referred,  I  feel  con- 
fident this  property  will  in  time  give  a 
gf>od    account    of    itself. 

This  closes  my  review  of  the  year's 
operations,  but  before  moving  the  adop- 
tion of  the  report  and  accounts  I  would 
like  to  refer  to  the  part  onr  men  are 
taking  in  the  great  war  now  raging. 
Until  the  beginning  of  1917  no  active 
service  allowances  were  granted  to  em- 
ployes of  this  company,  but  notwith- 
standing this,  a  considerable  number  felt 
it  their  duty  to  take  their  part  in  the 
country's    cause. 

When  the  Barnato  Group  assumed  con- 
trol early  in  1917  these  men  were  put  on 
the  same  terms  as  the  remainder  of  the 
industry  and  all  men  who  could  be  spared 
aiTjd  volunteered  after  that  date  were 
similarly  treated 

I  am  sure  shareholders  will  approve  the 
action  of  the  board  in  falling  in  line  with 
the  other  gold  mining  companies  of  the 
Witwatersrand  in  this  respect. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  172  of  the  com- 
pany s  employes  were  recorded  as  having 
gone  on  active  service,  of  whc'h,  I  regret 
to  sav,  22  have  been  killed  and  23 
wounded.  The  board  of  directors  have 
extended  their  sincere  sympathy  to  the 
relatives  of  those  men  who  have  given 
their  lives  for  their  country, 

I  now  beg  to  move  the  adoption  of  the 
report  and  accounts. 

Mr.  Marx  seconded,  and  the  motion 
was  carried.   < 

Mr  N.  J.  SchoUz  was  re-elected 
t\-?^'  ^"^  *'^^  auditors,  Messrs.  S. 
Fleischer  and  C.  L.  A"hdersson  and  Co  , 
were   reappointed. 


RANDFONTEIN     ESTATES. 

ANNUAL  MEETING. 

In  moving  the  adoption  of  the     re- 
port and  accounts  at  the  annual  meet- 
ing  of  the  Randfontein   Estates  G  M. 
to.,    Ltd.,    on    April    10,    Mr.    J.    Munro, 
the  chairman,  in  addressing  the  share- 
holders, said:  Gentlemen,  the     direc- 
tors' report  and  audited  accounts  are 
now  submitted  for  your  consideration 
and   adoption.     It  will   be  noticed   on 
reference   to  the    balance   sheet      that 
£2,257,849.  being  the  balance  of  share 
premium  account,   together  with     the 
sum   of  £1,290,388  taken  from  reserve 
for  depreciation   account,  making      in 
all  £3,548,237  has  been  utilised  in  re- 
ducing the  amount  at  which     various 
assets  stood   in   our   books  at  31st   of 
December.  1916.     The  heaviest  writing 
down,    amounting    to    £3,373,565,      oc- 
curs under  the  heading  of  stocks  and 
shares,    representing    tlie    deprcciatipn 
to  market  prices  at  31st  of  December, 
1917,  of  the   company's     shareholding 
m  the  Randfontein  Central  and  Lang- 
laagte  Estate  companies.     It  was  also 
deemed    advisable   to  depreciate      the 
holding   in   the   Randfontein      Central 
debenture  issue  to  par  value,  at  which 
price   the  debentures    are  redeemable. 
This  was     accomplished     by     writing 
down  this  asset  by  £66,287.     These  are 
the    two    principal    items  depreciated, 
the  further  depreciation  and  writings 
off  appear  against  the  respective  head- 
ings as  shown  in  the  balance     sheet. 
During  the  year  £97,500  which  has  ap- 
peared   in    the   balance   sheet   to      the 
credit  of  the  trustees  for  the  debenture 
holders   since   1909  was   paid  over     to 
the  truste.^s.     Out  of  this  sum  £96,8(")0 
Vfa?.  applied   by  the      tru.stees     under 
clause  10  of  the  del>enture  trust  deed 
in  purchasing  £110.000  nominal  value 
debentures.     In  addition  the  directors 
purchaswl  £64.700  nominal  value     de- 


bentures at  a  di.scoiint  of  £9,173  148. 
7d.,  in  lieu  of  having  the  fourth  an- 
nual drawing.'.  These  delientures  have 
been  cancelled,  with  tlie  result  that 
the  coni[):iny's  issue  has  been  less<'ned 
by  £174,700.  Provision  has  also  been 
made,  as  will  l>e  seen  on  reference  to 
the  accounts,  by  purchasing  £68,600 
nominal  value  debentures  at  a  dis- 
count of  £7,064  to  meet  the  redemp- 
tion due  on   tho   ]st  of  March,  1918. 

Working    Expenditure. 

Working  expenditure  during  the 
year  amounted  to  £18,188  15s.  2d.,  an 
apparent  increase  of  £5,761  8s.  6d. 
compared  witli  1916,  but  when  it  is 
explained  that  included  in  this  year's 
expen.ses  are  such  items  as  licences, 
rates,  taxes,  etc.,  totalling  £G,19() 
8s.  Id.,  wliicli  in  the  former  year  were 
excluderi  and  debited  direct  again.st 
appropriation  account,  it  will  be  seen 
that,  the  working  expenditure  for  the 
period  under  review  has  been  actuallv 
decreased  by  £428  19s.  7d.  The 
revenue  amounting  to  £218,409  was 
derived)  from  the  following  sources:— 


LANGLAAGTE     ESTATE. 


Debenture    interest. 

Dividends 

General    revenue    . 


£158,415    8    9 

10.378  11     6 

49,615  13    5 


£218,409  13    8 

The  company's  shareholdings  re- 
mans practically  unchanged  from  last 
year,  and  consists  of  the  following:— 

Randfontein  Central.— Out  of  a 
capital  of  £4,500,000  this  company 
holds  2,980,441  shares,  and  in  addition 
the  whole  of  the  6  per  cent  debenture 
issue  in  the  same  companv.  whicli 
originally  stood  at  £3,000,000,  and  has 
smce  been  reduced  to  £2,643,300.  A 
further  sale  of  £102,900  worth  of 
debentures  has  taken  place  in  respect 
of  the  Randfontein  Central  Company's 
redemption  for  the  vear  1018,  reduc-ins 
th-3  holding  to    £2,540,400. 

Langlaagte  Estate.— This  company 
holds  also  103,784  shares  out  of  an 
issued  capital  of   £886,500. 

On  reference  to  the  appropriation 
account  it  will  be  observed  that  an 
additional  four  months  interest,  re- 
presenting interest  accrued  for  the 
previous  year  on  this  company's 
debenture  issue,  has  been  debited. 
This  adjustment  was  necessary  as  it 
had  been  the  custom  in  past  years 
only  to  charge  the  account  with  in- 
terest paid  during  the  period.  The 
credit  side  of  the  account  also  .shows 
an  adjustment  of  four  months'  in- 
terest, representing  the  amount  of  in- 
terest accrued  during  1913  on  this 
company's  holding  in  the  Randfontein 
Central  Company's   debenture  issue. 

Randfontein   Township. 

Negotiations  are  in  progress  with  the 
Government  for  the  establishment  of 
a  township  on  the  farm  Randfontein, 
which,  we  trust,  will  shortly  become 
an  accomplished  fact.  Although  the 
company  derives  parts  of  its  revenue 
from  other  sources,  it  is  well  known 
to  shareholders  that  the  prosperity  of 
this  company  largely  depends  on  "the 
success  obtained  by  its  subsidiary.  t!ie 
Randfontein  Central  Company,  which 
during  the  past  year  has  had'  nianv 
difficulties  to  contend  with.  Full  de- 
tails of  the  operaticns  for  the  year  of 
Randfontein  Central  Company  and  its 
prospects  will  be  furnishecl  to  you. 
which  makes  it  unnecessary  for  me  to 
enlarge  on  this  subject  here.  I  now 
I)e-,'  to  move  tlic  adoption  or  the  report 
and  accounts. 

Tre  motion  was  carried.  Mr.  J.  C. 
K.  Pollock  was  re-elected  director,  and 
the  auditors  were  reappointed. 


Annual  Meeting. 

The  anniml  meeting  of  shareholders 
m  the  Langlaagte  E-tate  and  Gold 
Mining  Co.,  Ltd.,  was  held  on  April  10  in 
the    boardroom,    ('•        '    '  itf^i    Build- 

lr°^-      '^^^'"'^  **''■<'  ■  >■  -Messr.j.  J. 

Alunro  (chairman).  G.  Imroth.  C. 
Marx,  N.  .1.  .^clioltz.  J.  C.  K.  Pollock. 
J.  H.  Crosoy.  J.  Rutherford  W.  L. 
White  and  Frank  Hall,  secretary. 

The  Chairman,  in  movini  the  adop- 
tion of  the  report  and  accounts,  said: 
I  have  pleasure  in  submitting  for  your 
approval  the  directors'  report    and  au- 
dited accounts  for  the  twelve  months 
ended  31  s4  December.  1917.  which  are 
accompanied    by   the   reports   of   vour 
consultin:^    engineer    and    mine    man- 
ager.     You  will  observe  from  the  ac- 
counts   'oefore    you    that    "share    pre- 
mium account"   has   been   reduced  t>v 
writing  off  the  balance  of  development 
account,   and    now   stands    at   £24.653. 
It  was  deemed  advisable  to  dissect  the 
property    account,    and      consequently 
the    accounts    submitted       reflect   two 
siitj-heads,       viz..        "Mining"       and 
"Estate."      The  method  of  arriving  at 
these  figures  was  by  deducting  on  the 
basis  of  municipal  valuation  the  estate 
portion  of  the  property  account     and 
treaiing  the  balance  as  mine  propertv. 
In  the  past  it  has  been  cu.stoinary  to 
treat    money    realised    from    sale       of 
stands  as   revenue.    You  will     notice 
that   this    methoi    has   been   departed 
from,  and  that  property  account  has 
received  credit  for  £6.592.  a*,  the  result 
of   sales   of   stands    durine   the     year. 
Under  the  heidin^  of  stocks  and  shares 
is    shown    £10,863.    representing       the 
amount   accrued    to   the  eomoany   for 
the  period   to  30th   June.   1917.   under 
the   Bewaarplaatsen    Moneys   Applica- 
tion  Act.       The    workins    revenue   for 
the  year  amounted  to  £62l,6i>2.  which 
is  leee  than   the  previous  year  on  ac- 
count   of      the      decreased      tonnage 
crushed,  due  to  the  shortage  of  native 
laoour.       The    working:   costs    per   ton 
show   an    increase   of  "about   7d.    com- 
pared with  1916,  which  is  satisfactorv 
when    the    increased    price    paid       for 
stores  and  the  increaeie  in  wages  and 
war   'oonuses   paid   is   taken    into   con- 
sideration.      When      comparing      the 
working   expenditure   of   the      present 
.year  with  1916  it  must  also  be  borne 
in   mind  that   included   in   this   year's 
figures    are    payments    which    in     the 
previous  year  did  not   aooear  against 
the  costs  but   were  charged   direct  to 
appropriation    account,    viz.: 

Miners'  phthisis,  insurances, 
rates,  taxes,  licences,  lease  of 
of  {)ewaarplaatson,  formerly 
charged  through  appropria- 
tion ac^iunt,  now  debited  to 
working  costs .£i2  551 

Gold  realisa'tion  charges,  now 
charj:ed  to  working  costc,  de- 
bited to  gold  account  in 
1916 j<^  yt-^ 

Active  service  allowances  and 
oonuses  debited  to  workins 
coste.    1017.   not  paid   in    1916      8.314 

^'  £34.188 

Comparison  of  the  ore  reseri-es  at  the 
end  of  the  year  with  1916  shows  a  de- 
crease of  2.^,5.219  tons.       According  to 

y.'=o,r."'"'^"'^.  ,^"?ineer's  report 
•W5.214  tons,  which  in  the  former  vear 
were  included,  have  been  excluded 
from  the  reserves  for  1917  as  being  ii* 
acces.sible  and  unpayable,  so  it  will  be 
seen  from  th<r^e  figures  that  the  pay- 
able reserves  have  been  actually  in- 
creased during  the  ve.nr  1917  "  \n 
amount  of  £38,970  has  been  expended 
on  development  during  the  year,  be- 
ing an  increase  of  £6..376  over  the  pre- 
vious vear. 


:s(\ 


a. A.  MINING  JOUENA].  AND  ENGINEEKING  RECOKI). 


.ri)urg,   April    i;5,    1<)1M. 


Two  divid.Mds  amounting  to  10  per 
cent,  were  declared  dvuiag  th&  year, 
absorbing  £83,(50  and  after  providing 
lor  mining  taxation,  etc.,  a  balance 
of  £75,556  is  carried  forward. 

Effect   of   the    Floods. 

Since  the  close  of  the  financial  year 
the  heavy  floods  have  seriously  inter- 
fered with  mining  operations.  Sev- 
eral levels  have  been  and  are  still 
under  water.  Development  work  has 
been  largely  suspended  and  stopes  in 
the  upper  levels  have  had  to  be 
worked  on  double  shift.  This  has 
seriously  interfered  with  profits,  but 
it    i.s   hope;;!    that    by    next   month    we 


shall  have  returned  to  more  normal 
working  conditions.  Had  the  de- 
velopment of  the  mine  been  further 
ahead  the  effect  of  the  influx  of  water 
would  not  have  been  nearly  so  serious. 
The  alteration  to  the  cyanide  works, 
referred  to  in  the  consulting  er^- 
gineer's  report,  has  been  completed. 
The  steam  power  plant  has  been 
closed  down  i'Ud  electric  power  from 
the  Victoria  Falls  Company  substi- 
tuted. Each  of  these  innovations  will 
result  in  a  substantial  saving  in  costs, 
but  it  is  too  early  at  present  to  be 
able  to  say  just  how  much.  Fiftyi 
four  of  the  company's  employes  are 
recorded  as  having  volunteered  for 
active  service,  and  I  regret  to  say  that 


no  fewer  than  nine  of  these  men  have 
been  kiled  or  died  of  wounils  received 
in    action  The    board    of    directors 

ba've  conveyed  their  sincere  sympathy 
to  the  relatives  of  those  men  who 
have  given  their  lives  for  their  coun- 
try. 

I  now  beg  to  move  the  adoption  of 
the   reports   and   accounts. 

Mr.  Scholtz  seconded  the  motion, 
which  was  carried  unanimously.  Mr. 
Pollock  was  re-elected  auditor  of  the 
company,  and  the  auditors,  Messrs. 
S.  Fleischer  and  C.  L.  Andersson  and 
Co.,  were  re-nominated  and  their  fees 
for  the  past  audit  were  200  guineas 
each 


GOVERNMENT  NOTICE  No.  465  of    1918. 


With  reference  to  Government  Notice  No.  1586, 
dated  the  20th  November,  1917,  notice  is  given  tliat  the 
Government  has  provisionally  ACCEPTED  the 
TENDEK  of  the  Anglo-American  Corporation  of  South 
Africa,  Limited,  for  the  LEASE  of  the  exclusive  right 
to  mine  the  precious  metals  underneath  the  western 
portion  of  the  farm  RIETFONTEIN  No.  14,  in  the 
Mining  District  of  Boksburg,  Transvaal  Province,  and 
that  the  said  Government  Notice  is  therefore  hereby 
*\vith  drawn. 

FRED,  BLUNDELL, 
Under-Secretary  for  Mines  and  Industries. 
Department   of   Mines   and     Industries,     Pretoria,     •2nd 
April,  1918. 


Transvaal  Gold  Mining  Estates,  Ltd, 


(INCOHPOHATED    IN    THE    TR.^^NSVAAL.) 


Notice  to   Shareholders. 


NOTICE  IS  HEREBY  GIVEN  that  the  Twenty-first  Ordinary 
General  Meeting  of  Shareholders  for  the  year  ended  31st  March, 
1918,  will  be  held  in  the  Board  Room,  The  Corner  House,  Johan- 
nesburg, on  WEDNESDAY,  25th  SEPTEMBER,  1918,  at  3  p.m., 
for   the    following   business :  — 

1.  To  receive  and  consider  the  Balance  Sheet  and  Accounts 
for  the  year  ended  31st  March,  1918,  and  the  Reports  of  the 
Directors    and    Auditors. 

2.  To  confirm  the  appointment  of  Mr.  J.  L.  Siddall  ae  a 
Member  of  the  London  Board  of  Directors,  in  place  of 
Mr.    Charles    Pakeman,    resigned. 

3.  To  elect  Directors  in  the  place  of  those  retiring  in  accordance 
with  the  provisions  of  the  Company's  Articles  of  Association. 

4.  To  determine  the  remuneration  of  the  Auditors  for  the  past 
audit,    and   to    appoint    Auditors   for   the   ensuing   year. 

5.  To  transact  any  other  business  which  may  be  transacted  at  an 
Ordinary  General  Meeting,  or  which  is  brought  under  con- 
sideration by  the  Report   of  the   Directors. 

The  Share  Transfer  Books  of  the  Company  will  be  closed  from 
the  25th   September   to   the   1st   October,    1918,   both    days   inclusive. 

Holders  of  Share  Warrants  who  desire  to  be  present  or  repre- 
sented at  .the  Meeting  shall  produce  their  Share  Warrants  (or  may 
at  their  option  deposit  same)  at  the  places  and  within  the  times 
following :  — 

(a)  At  the  Head  Office  of  the  Company,  in  Joahnnesburg,  at 
least  24  hours  before  the  time,  appointed  for  the  holding  of 
the    Meeting. 

(b)  At  the  London  Office  of  the  (,'om|)any,  No.  1  London  Wall 
Buildings,  London.  E.C.2,  at  least  30  days  before  the  date 
appointed   for  the   holding  of  the  Meeting. 

(c)  At    tlie    Credit    Mobilier    Francais,    30    and    32    Rue    Taitbout, 

Paris,  at  least  30  days  before  the  date  appointed  for  the 
holding  of  the  Meeting.  Only  Share  Warrants  bearing 
French  stamps  can  be  produced  or  deposited  at  the  Credit 
Mobilier   Fi.<nQais; 


and    shall    otherwise    comply    with    the    "  Conditions    as    to    the    issue 
of    Share    Warrants "    now    in    force. 

Upon  such  production  or  deposit,  a  Certificate  with  Proxy  Form 
will  be  issued,  under  which  such  Share  Warrant  holders  may  attend 
the  Meeting  either   in   person  or  by  proxy. 

By  Order  of  the  Board, 

TRANSVAAL  CONSOLIDATED  &  EXPLORATION  CO.,  LTD., 

Secretaries. 


Head   OfRce, 

The   Corner    House, 
Johannesburg, 

4th    April,    1918. 


lier  C.   L.    Read. 


East  Rand  Proprietary  Mines,  Limited 

(InCORPOUATED    in    THK    TliAN.SVAAL.) 


NOTICE  TO  SHAREHOLDERS. 


NOTICE  IS  HEREBY  GIVEN  that  the  Twenty-second  Ordi- 
nary General  Meeting  of  Shareholders  for  the  year  ended  31st 
December,  1917,  will  be  held  in  the  Board  Room,  The  Corner 
House,  Johannesburg,  on  WEDNESDAY,  29th  MAY,  1918,  at 
11   a.m.,   for  the  following  business  : — 

1.  To  receive  and  consider  the  Balance  Sheet  and  Accounts 
for  the  year  ended  31st  December,  1917,  and  the  Reports 
of   the   Directors    and   Auditoi-s. 

2.  To  elect  Directors  in  the  place  of  those  retiring  in  accord- 
ance with  the  provisions  of  the  Company's  Articles  of 
Association. 

3.  To  determine  the  remuneration  of  the  Auditors  for  the  past 
audit,    and    to    appoint   Auditors    for   the    ensuing    year. 

4.  To  transact  any  other  business  which  may  be  transacted  at 
an  Ordinary  General  Meeting,  or  which  is  brought  under 
consideration   by  the  Report   of   the   Directors. 

The  Share  Transfer  Books  of  the  Company  will  be  closed 
from  the  23rd  May.  1918,  to  the  29th  May,  1918,  both  days 
inclusive. 

Holders  of  Share  Warrants  who  desire  to  be  present  oj'  repi-e- 
sented  at  the  Meeting  shall  produce  their  Share  Warrants  (or  may 
at  their  option  deposit  same)  at  the  places  and  within  the  times 
following  ; — 

{(i)     At  the   Head   Office  of  the   T'cmipany,    in  Johannesburg,   at 
least  24  Jiours  before  the  time  appointed  for  the  hAlding 
of  the   Meeting. 
.Vt    the    London    Oliice    of    the    Company,    No.    4.    London 
Wall   Buildings,   London,    E.G.    (2),   at  least   thirty  days 
before    the    date    appointed      for     the     holding     of      tlie 
Meeting. 
(<■)     At  the  Office  of  the  Credit  :\[obilier  FrauQais,  30  and  32, 
Rue  Taitbout,  Paris,  at  least  thirty  days  before  the  date 
appointed  for  the  holding  of  the  fleeting, 
and    shall   otherwise   comply   with   the   "  Conditions   as  to   the    issue 
of   Share   Warrants  "   now   in   force. 

Upon    sucli    production    or    deposit    a    Certificate,    with    Proxy 
Form,    will    be    issued,    under   which    such    Share   Warrant    /olders 
mny   attend   the   Meeting  either  in  person  or  by   ))roxy. 
By  Order  of  the  Board. 

RAND  MINES,  LTD.,   Secretaries 
S.  C.  STEIL,  Secretary. 
Head  OmcE  : 

Th?   Corner   House, 

.Johannesburg,   Transvaal . 
.'jth    April,    1918. 


{'>) 


J 'burg,  April  13,  1918. 
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Combination  Screwing  Machines 

cut    perfect   screws    and    do   the    work 
quickly,  efficiently  and  economically. 


QNLY  three  days'   work  in  every  month  is  suffi- 
cient   to   make   this   machine   show   a   profit 
OVER  hand  screwing. 

Straight  tu^es,  bent  tubes,  rods,  bolts  and  nipples 
are  all  easily  and  accurately  screwed,  ready  for 
quick  fitting  into  tight  joints.  One  good  boy  with 
this  machine  can  beat  a  gang  screwing  with  hand 
tackle. 


A  few  of  the  special  features  are :  Dies  are  opened  or  closed 
bygone  movement  of  the  hand  while  the  machine  is  in  motion; 
the  work  is  always  right  under  the  hand  and  eye :  open-type 
pipe-vise;  small  floor-space;  dies  open  right  off  the  work, 
no  running  back  over  the  newly  cut  screws;  automatic  cut- 
off apparatus;  Oster  patent  oiling  system;  very  simple  in 
construction  and  action  ;   uses  very  little  power. 


OSTER  304a  for  1  in.  to  4  in.  straight  or  bent 
tubes,  nipples,  rods  or  bolts. 


OSTER  308a.  This  machine,  for  large,  heavy  work,  has  all  other 
of  the  special  Oster  features  mentioned  above.  It  is  designed  so  it  is 
easy  to  centre  long  pieces  of  heavy  tube.  The  vise  near  the  head  of 
the  machine  is  self -centreing.  To  hold  the  full  length  of  the  tube 
lever  with  the  vise  an  auxiliary  universal  centreing  chuck  is  placed 
on  the  rear  of  the  machine.     Uses  very  little  power. 

WRITE  FOR  CATALOGUE. 


OSTER  308a  for  2',  to  8  in.  worli. 


BARTLE    &    CO.,    LTD.,    JOHANNESBURG 


Loveday  House. 


Box  2466. 


Phones  3553  4. 


Wires  "  Faggot. 


Agents  for 

THE  OSTER  MFG.  CO.,  CLEVELAND,  OHIO,  U.S.A. 

Makers  of  a  full  line  of  Screwing  Tackle,  Hand.   Be't  and 
Motor  Driven,  for  all  sizes  and  uses. 


S.A.  MINING  JOUENAL  AND  ENGINEEKING  RECORD. 


J 'burg,  April  13,  19lS. 
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THOMAS  BOLTON  &  SONS.  U. 

EstabUshed  1783. 

COPPERSMELTERS  &  MANDFACTURERS, 


Brass  -  Copper  -  Bronze 

Rods,  Tubes,  Wire,  Plates,  Sheets,  Strip, 
Copper  and  Brass  Pipes  and  Tubes, 
High  Tensile  Bronze, 

Turbine  Blading,  Trolley  Wire, 
High  Conductivity  Copper, 


DIAMOND  EMERY  WHEEL  DRESSERS. 


j  COMMUTATOR     BARS 


Drawn,   Sawn   and  Drop  Forged. 


WORKS: 

Mersey     Copper     Works,     Widnes. 

(Jakamoor,     North     Staffordshire. 

-  FiiOGPAi.L    Copper    Works,    Staffs. 

Sutton  Rolling  Mills,  St.  Helens. 

Loudon  Office  :   57,  Bishopsgate 
(W.  Lee  M,iTHEWS,   London  Director). 

Telegraphic    Address — 
"  Wiredrawn,   London." 


HERBERT  EVANS  &  Co. 

t  Paint  Specialists  t 

Von  Brandis  Square,  Johannesburg 


PAINTS 

VARNISHES 

STAINS 

ENAMELS 

DISTEMPERS 


FOR 
PAINTERS'   BRUSHWARE 
GLASS 

WALLPAPERS 
LEADED  LIGHTS 
PICTURE   FRAMES 
LADDERS 


And  all  Necessities  for  the  Painting 
and  Decorating  Trades 


LONDON  DIRECTORY 

(Published  Annually) 

NABLES  traders  throughout  the  World  to  com- 
municate direct  with  English 

MANUFACTURERS   &    DEALERS 

in  each  class  of  goods.  Besides  being  a  complete 
commercial  guide  to  London  and  its  suburbs  the 
Directory  contains  lists  of 

EXPORT   MERCHANTS 

with  the  goods  they  ship,  and  the  Colonial  and 
Foreign  Markets  they  supply. 

PROVINCIAL  TRADE    NOTICES 

of  leading  Manufactui'ers,  Merchants,  etc.,  in  the 
principal  provincial  towns  and  industrial  centres  of 
the  United  Kingdom. 

A  copy  of  the  current  edition  will  be  forwarded, 
freight  paid,  on  receipt  of  Postal  Order  for  25s. 

Dealers   seeking   Agencies    can    advertise    their 
trade  cards  for  £1,  or  larger  advertisements  from  £3. 


THE  LONDON  DIRECTORY  Co.,  L'"" 

25,  Abchurch  Lane,  London,  E.C. 


The   South   African   Land    and 
Exploration  Co.,  Ltd. 

(Incorporaied  in  the  Transvaal.) 


NOTICE  TO  SHAREHOLDERS. 


NOTICE  IS  HEREBY  GIVEN  that  the  Fifteenth  Ordinal  v 
General  Meeting  of  Shareholders  in  the  above-named  Company 
will  be  held  at  38,  Meischke's  Building,  Harrison  Street,  Johan- 
nesburg, on  TUESDAY,  the  21st  MAY,  1918,  at  twelve  noon, 
for  the   following   purposes  : — 

1.  To  receive  the  lleports  of  tlie  Directors  and  Auditors, 
together  with  the  Balance  Sheet  as  at  31st  December,  1917. 

2.  To  elect  two  Directors  in  the  place  of  Messrs.  G.  C.  Fitz- 
patrick  and  Duudas  Simpson,  who  retire,  but  are  eligible, 
and   offer  themselves   for  re-election. 

3.  To  elect  Auditors  for  the  ensuing  year,  and  to  fi.\  the 
remuneration   for  the  past  audit. 

4.  To  transact  such  other  business  as  may  be  transacted  at 
an   Ordinary  General  Meeting. 

The  Tran.sfer  Books  of  the  Company  will  be  closed  from  the 
loth   of   May   to   the   4th   of  June,    1918,    both   days   inclusive. 

.\11  proxies  must  be  lodged  not  less  thin  twenty-four  hoins 
prior   to   the   time   of    Meeting. 

By  Order  of  the  Board. 

L.  A.   WHITELEY. 

Secretary. 

Head   Office  :    38.    Meischke's  Building 
(P.O.    Box    2162),    .Johannesburg. 
I8th   Febmarv.    1918. 


J 'burg,  April  13,  1918. 
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Robinson  Gold  Mining  Company,  Ltd. 


(Incorporated  in  the  Transvaal.) 


Directorate  :  F.  Kaleigli  (Chairman)  ;  K.  A.  Wallers,  C.B.E.. 
alternate  A.  .T.  Wrijrlit  ;  H.  C.  Boyd,  alternate  C.  Dibtel  ;  E.  J. 
Henaud,  alternate  J.  L.  Jourdan  ;  S.  Evans,  alternate  S.  M.  Xel- 
-son  ;  M.  Honnet,  alternate  A.  F.  Mullin.'< ;  C'onite  F.  de  Ferriere.s  ; 
('.  Meintjes.  Loudon  Committee:  F.  Davie.s.  alternate  R.  A. 
Mavqueen  ;  L.  Wagner,  alternate  P.  'f'roquet ;  J.  L.  Siddall.  ( 
stilting    Engineer  :    Percy    Cazalet.        Manager     at     Mine  :     Pal 


on- 
mer 


Carter.  Secretaries;  Rand  Minet*.  Limited.  London  Secretaries: 
A.  .Moir  and  Co.  B  inkers  :  The  Standard  Bank  of  South  Africa. 
Limited.  Solicitor.s  :  Van  Hulsteyn,  Feltham  &  Ford.  Auditors  : 
H.  J.  Macrae,  C.  L.  Andersson  4"  Co.  Head  Office  :  The  Corner 
House.  Johannesburj:.  London  Office:  No.  1.  London  Wall  Build 
inj^s,  London.  E.C.  Paris  Corre.spondent.s  :  Banque  de  Paris  et  des 
I'ays  Ba.<.    3.    Riiv   dAntiii.    Paris.     At    31st    December,    \U\7. 


REPORT  OF  THE  DIRECTORS. 

For   the   Year   ended   31st   December,   1917. 

To  be  subinilted  at  the  Twentv -eighth  Ordinary  General   Meeting  of  Shareholders,  convened   fur   Friday,  the 
2Ist  June,  1918,  at  2.30.  p.m.   in  the    B:)ard  Room,  The  Corner  House.  J ohaniiesbur*". 


To   tile   Sha  vlioldcr.', 

ROBINSON'  GOLD   .MLNING  COMPANY,   Ll.MlTED. 

Gentlemen.— Your  Directors  beg  to  .submit  their  twenty-eightii 
.\nnual  Report  and  Audited  Accounts  for  the  year  ended  31.st 
December,    1917. 

PROPERTY. 

No  change  ha.s  taken  place  during  the  year  in  the  area  of 
your  mining  property.  Tliere  has  been  a  reduction  in  your  Lease- 
hold and  Freehold  Property  owing  to  the  sale  of  the  Parktown 
House  Property  for  the  sum  of  .£4,600.  This  property  stood 
in  the  Company's  books  at  ^5,000  :  the  balance  therefore  of  £  100 
has  been  written  off  in   this  year's  accounts. 

Details  of  the  jjroperty  held  by  your  Company  will  be  found 
in  the  Balance  Sheet. 

HEWAARPLAATSEN. 
Your  Directors  ]ia\  e  pleasure  in  reporting  that  the  Legis^la- 
ture  has  arrived  at  ;»  determination  of  the  basis  upon  which 
moneys  derived  from  the  dispo.sal  by  tliem  of  the  rights  to  mine 
under  Bewaari)laatsen,  etc..  shall  be  distributed  between  the 
Government  and  the  owner  of  the  freehold  on  which  these  areas 
are    situate. 

The   proportion    to  be   paid    to   the   freehold   owner   i.s    19,  40ths 
of  the  proceeds   received   by  Government  prior  to  the  coming   into 
eft'ect  of   the    Bowaarplaats    Moneys    .\pplication    Act,   1917,   viz.  : — 
2nd  July,   1917.  and  18/40ths  of  the  amounts  to  be  received  .Nub>e 
quently. 


The  amount  already  paid  t.->  this  Company  as  freehold  owner 
of  portion  of  the  farm  Turffontein  Xo.  21.  to  the  end  of  the 
financial  year,  as  reflected  in  the  Balance  Sheet,  is  £145,080  3s.  3d., 
and  there  remains  a  sum  of  appro.ximately  tM  1,500  to  be  received, 
spread  over  a  period  of  about  fourteen  years,  the  greater  pro- 
portion  of  which   is   receivable   during  the   next  five  years. 

Payment  of  the  abovementioned  sum  of  £l4o.080  3s.  Sd.  wa.- 
made,  as  to  £144.455  18s.  6d..  by  means  of  Lnion  of  South  Africa 
5  per  cent.   Local   Registered   Stock   and   th» ^balance  in   cash. 

OPERA!  IONS. 
Particulars    of    the    results    of    yast    year's    operations    and    the 
ore    reserves,   are   dealt   with    in   the   annexed   Reports  of  the   Con- 
suiting  Engineer  and    Manager. 

ACCOCNTS. 

The  Working  Profit  for  the  year  amounted  to  £"238.197  os.  7d.. 
from  which  has  been  deducted  £J7,140  13s.  4d..  being  the  differ 
ence  between  the  loss  on  realisation  and  depreciation  of  Invest 
ments  and  Property,  Donations  and  Contribution  to  War  Relief 
Funds.  Miners'  Phthisic  Compensation  Fund  Assessments,  amounts 
written  off  in  connection  with  ore  purchased  from  Robinson  Deep. 
Limited,  and  Ferreira  Deep,  Limited,  and  sundry  items  of  Revenue 
as  detailed  in  the  Working  Expenditure  and  Revenue  Account, 
leaving  a  net  pi-ofit  of  ^181,056  10s.  3d.  This  amount,  togethe- 
with  the  balance  of  .il87,014  4s.  lOd.  unappropriated  at  the  com 
menceraent  of  tne  year,  and  £152.232  los.  lOd.  in  res})ect  of  for- 
feited dividends,  iho  amounts  credited  to  Capital  Account  for 
sales    of    Property    and    Equipmtnl    and    refund    of    Bewanrplrats 
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The  Hobiuson  Gold  Mining  Company,  Ltd. — contiuued. 


Moneys    making    a    total    of    £520,303    10s.    lid.,     has     been    dealt 

with  in  the  Appropriation  Account  as  follows  : — 

Government    Taxes    £32,054  13     0 

Dividends    Nos.    50    and    51    200,250     0     0 


^6239,204  13     0 

Balance  unappropriated  at  31st  December,  1917, 
representing  Cash  Assets,  Cash  and  Invest- 
ments,  lciii<   Liabilities   281, 09S  17  11 


£520, ?03  10   11 


This   balance   is   made   up  as   follows  : — 

Shares    and    Interests    in    Co-operative    Concerns  <£4,892  7  (5 

Stores  and   Materials,  etc 49,711  3  8 

Sundry    Debtors    and    Payments    in    Advance    ...  3,296  4  2 


Cas'ii    and    Investments,    less    Liabilities 


^£57,899  15     4 
.    223,199     2     7 

.£281,098  17  11 


Investments  have  been  adjusted  to  the  market  value  at  31st 
December,  1917,  which  necessitated  the  writing  off  of  an  amount 
of  ,£36, 250- 

During  the  year  the  Crown  Mines,  Limited,  declared  dividends 
totalling  40  per  cent.,  which  on  your  Company's  shareholding  of 
40,000  shares  of   10s.   each  amounts  to  ,£8,000. 

From  the  above  it  will  be  noticed  that  there  is  still  a  consider- 
able amount  of  the  Company's  funds  invested  in  Stores  and 
Materials.  Owing  to  the  war  and  the  continued  difficulty  in 
obtaining  Mining  Supplies,  Shai-eholders  will  readily  appreciate 
the  necessity  of  carrying  a  large  stock  of  supplies  in  order  that 
mining  operations  may  not  be   interfered   with  on   that  account. 

The  Income  Tax  (Consolidation)  Act,  1917,  which  consolidated 
the  various  Acts  dealing  with  Taxation,  came  into  force  during 
the  year,  and  the  estimated  amount  of  tax  thereunder,  payable 
by  the  Company,  inclusive  of  the  Special  War  Levy,  has  been 
provided   for  in   the   Accounts. 

DIVIDENDS. 

Two  Dividends,  Nos.  50  and  51,  of  three  and  one-half  per 
cent,  and  four  per  cent,  respectively,  were  declared  by  your 
Board  of  Directors   during  the  year,   and   absorbed   £206,250. 

In  accordance  with  the  "  Trading  with  the  Enemy  Act,  1916" 
(Union  of  South  Africa),   the   amount  due  to  Enemy  Shareholders 


in    respect  of   Dividends    Nos.    49   and    50   have  been   handed   over 
to  the  Custodian  of  Enemy  Property. 

.   DIRECTORATE. 

Messrs.  F.  Raleigh  and  M.  Honnet  retire  from  the  Board  in 
accordance  with  the  Articles  of  Association,  but  are  eligible  and 
offer  themselves  for  re-election. 

AUDITORS. 

You  ■  are  requested  to  fix  the  remuneration  of  the  Auditor^, 
Mr.  H.  J.  Macrae  and  Messrs.  C.  L.  Andersson  &  Co.  for  the 
past   audit,    and    to   appoint   Auditors   for   the   ensuing  year. 

GENERAL. 

There  are  57  of  the  Company's  employees  who  are  .stiu  on 
active  service  with  the  forces  in  Europe  and  East  Africa,  on  whose 
behalf  liberal  allowances  are  made  to  their  families  and  dependents. 

It  is  with  deep  regret  that  your  Dii-ectors  record  the  d.eatli.* 
on  active  service  of  Sapptr  C.  H  .Duffield,  Privates  C.  N..  Hugo, 
R.  'C.  Sansom,  and  H.  T.  Webb. 

In  view  of  the  scarcity  of  paper  and  irregularity  in  ocean  mail 
service,  and  the  consequent  delay  in  the  issue  bf  Quarterly  Reports 
to  European  Shareholders,  your  Directors  decidodf  .to i 'discontinue 
the  issue  of  these  reports  to  European  Shareholders,  and  in  the 
place  thereof  to  publish  a  cabled  abridged  summary  coiitainn'  ■ 
the  most  important  features  of  the  quarter's  operations.  By  this 
decision,  which  was  applied  to  tiie  i^eport  for  the  quarter  ended 
31st  December,  1917,  European  Shareholders  became  aware  of  the 
results  for,  the  quarter  much  earlier  than  has  been  the  case  for 
some  time  past.  A  quai'tcrly  report  will  continue  to  be  issued 
to  South  African  Shareholders,  a  copy  of  which  can  be  obtained 
on  application  by  European  Shareholdeis  at  the  London  Office  of 
the  Company. 

,     F..  RALEIGH,  Chairman. 

«,  A.   WALLERS. 

H.   C.    BOYD, 

S.   EVANS, 

M.   HONNET, 

C.    MEINTJES. 

F.  DE  FERRIERES, 

E.   RENAUD,      ' 

Directors. 

RAND  MINES,  LIMITED,  Secretaries. 
S.   C.   STEIL,  Secretary. 

JohannCi^burif,    23id    March.    1918. 


Dr. 


BALANCE  SHEET,  31st  DECEMBER,  1917 


Cr. 


To  Ca))ital  Account- 
Authorised   and   Issued 
550,000      shai'es      of 

£o   each    

„  Funds         Transferred 
from    Appropriation 
Account — - 
For    expenditure    on 
Claim  Property,  De- 
velopment a  n  d 
Equipment,     in    ex- 
cess   of     Vvorkii^g 
Capr.tal   provided— 
A.^        per        Balance 
Sheet,    31st    Decern 

ber,    1916    

Net    credit    for    the 
year      ended      31st 
December,  1917, 

as    per    Appropria- 
tion  Account 


,,  Robinson  Deep,  Ltd.— 
As         per         Balance 
Sheet,    31st    Decem- 
ber,   1916    

Less    amount   paid... 


Sundry  Shareholders- 
Unpaid        and        un- 
claimed dividends 

Sundry    Creditors — 
Wages,     stores,     ttc. 


£2,750,000     0     0 


£999,536     7     6 


152.077  19     6 


847,458     8    0 


£3,597,458     8    0 


^4,000 
4,000 


209,850  15     0 


25,052  19     6 


Carried    foricnid 


£25.052  1!)  0    £209,850   15  0    £3,597.458  8  0 


By       Claim       Property; 
etc. — 
172.5116  Claims,  1  water- 
right,      and      freehold 

in  extent  105  mor- 
gen   203.3  I'oods,   in- 
cluding 

Paarl      Ophir      pro- 
perty, and 
Mining      rights      of 
portions  of   Bewaar- 

plaatsen  Nos.  1121/ 
30,  held  under  grant 
from  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  Union 
of  South  Africa, 
extent  5.2776  cla.ims. 

As  per  Balance 
Sheet,  31st  Decem- 
ber,   1916    

Add  Expenditure  for 

the   vear    :.. 


TjUss    amount    received 
under    Bewaarplaats 
Monevs  Anplicatioii, 
1917  \..    ."..    ..      .. 


Leasehold    Property— 
Fordsburg    Stands 

INIine   Development 

an'l  Equipment — 
Development  : — 
As        per        Balance 
Sheet,    31st    Decem- 
ber,  1916 


£3,082,150  12  9 

45    0  0 

3,082,195  12  9 

145,080  3  8 


5.937,115     9     1 


533     1     6 
£2,937,048    10     7 


43.000     0     0 


( 'nrrifd    forwcrd 


£45,000  0  0    £2.937,648  10 


•J'l)iUK,  April  13,   lUlH. 


S.A.   MIXING  JOUKNAL  ANI)  ENGJNKKIilNO   IlKCfjHJ; 


The  Robinson  Gold  Mining  Company,  Ltd. — continned. 


Dr. 


Balance  Sheet,  3l8t  December,  1917. —  continued. 


ilidiKjht    forwanl 
Union   of  S>rA. — 
T.axation   undpr    In- 
come;   Tax    (Con.soli- 
(latioii)      Act.      1917 
(estimated) 


£2.').0.')2   10  0   £20!».S.'iO   15  It    £3.r)!»7.4r,«  S  (• 


21,8j4   12     (I 


46,907   11     r, 


,,   I^alance     of     Appro- 
priation  Account — 
Unappropriated    .    ... 


250.7.58     0     ti 


281,098  17  11 


• 
Notes.— There  are  further  liabilities   as 
under,    viz.  : — 
I. — On  account  of  shares  and  inter- 
ests  subscribed    for   in    Co-opera- 
tive concerns.  ' 
Co-operative   Exchange   Yard,   Ltd. — 
£64    per    share    uncalled    on    46 

.share.«   £2,944     0 

Rand  Mutual  Assurance  Co.,  Ltd. — 
£4   per   share     uncalled     on    167 

shares   668     0 

Witwatersrand    Native    Labour    As- 
sociation,   Ltd. — 
8s.    per   share   uncalled     on     741 
shares    296     8 

Witwatersrand  Co  operative     Smelting 
Works,   Ltd.— 
9s.    6d.    per     share     uncalled     on 

1,706  shares   810     7 

Native  Recruiting  Corporation,  Ltd. 
^-Deposit  Account— 
15s.  per  native  uncalled  on  com- 
plement         2,665  10 

£7,384    5 
f    .  —— 

n. — For    contracts    open      for      the 
supply  of  Stores,  etc. 


0 
0 


£1.135.315  12     5 


Krouijht    f(  rwunl 
Kquipment  :— 
Ah        per         Balance 
Sheet.    31  lit    Decem- 
ber,    1916     £61S,852   13     3 

Li'.fH   Plant  sold   dur- 
ing   the    year    2,042  15  10 


C45.0fM)  0  0   £2,937,648  10  7 


616.809  17 


Robinson  Deep,  Ltd.. 
Ore  Suspen.se  Account 

As  per  Balance 
Sheet.  31st  Decem- 
ber,   1916    

Expenditure  for  year 


f^fxx  amount  written 
off  as  per  Working 
Expenditure  and 
Revenue    Account 

.,  Shares  and   Interests 
in         Co-operative 
Concerns  at  cost — 
Co-operative  Exchange  Yard,  Ltd. — 
46  ,£80  Shares,   £16  pe>-  share  paid 
Rand  Mutual  Assurance  Co..  Ltd. — 
167  £10  Shares,  £6  per  share  y&id 
Witwatersrand        Native        Labour 
Association,     Ltd.— 741    £1     shares, 
12s.    per    share    paid,    and    a    de- 
posit  of  25s.   per  share    

Witwatersrand    Co-operatice    Smelt- 
ing   Works,    Ltd.— 1,706    £1    shares. 

10s.    Od.    per  share  pvid    

Xativi        Recruiting       Corporation, 
Ltd.— 41    £1    Shares,      fully      paid, 
and   a   deposit  of   5s.    each    on   the 
allotted   complement    


By  Stores  and  Materials — 

In   stock .£43,291     8     b 

Cyanide  shipment  de- 
tained in  foreign 
port   409  15     5 

.\dvances  on  stores  in 
transit    ...  4.866  15     0 


Live    Stock.     Vehicles. 

etc 7il     0     0 

Furniture    402     4     7 

Foundry        Patterns 

and    Tools     .......  30     0     0 


Sundry   Debtors   and 
Payments      in      .\d 
vanoe    


Deposits,    Fixed    anci 

on  Call,  bearing  in- 

tere.st " 222,351     S 

Cash  at  Rankers  and 

in   hand 4,1  {3     1 

Ciold    Consignment   Ac- 

fount 23.737     1     . 

Dividend    on    Crown 

M'ines.  Ltd..  Shares        4.000     0     0 


254.221   10 

Investments  •  t  or  be- 
low Market  Value — 

£3.200  Mexico  Elec- 
tric Tramways, 
Ltd.,  5  per  cent. 
Debentures  £l  ''SO     0 

40.000  Crown  Mines, 
Ltd.,   10s.   shares  ...      80.000     0 

Union  of  South  Af- 
rica    5      per     cent. 

Local  Roci.^tered 

Stock,    1921  1936    ...     141,455  18 


225.735  18     6 


—    659,  bfO  17    :> 
£3.597.453    8    0 


29,041     0     0 
1,911    17     4 

30.952  17     4 


30.(1.52  17     4 


£736    0     0 


9R0 


1.370  17     0 


895  13     0 


929  10     0 


^4.892 


48.567  19     1 


49.711     3     8 


3.296     4     2 
57.899  15     4 


479,957     9     1 


.537.85: 


£4.135.315  12     5 


S.A.  MINING  JOURNAL  AND  ENGlNEIi^BlKG  BECOKD. 


.rbui--^,  April  18,  I'.)1S. 


The  Robinson  Gold  Mining  Company,  Ltd.— continued. 


Dr. 


Working  Expenditure  and  Revenue  Account  for  the  Year  ended  31st  December,  1917. 


To   Working  Expenditure   at   Mine — 

Vide  Manager's  Report     £452,500  12     A 

,,  General   Expenses — Head   Office — 

Salaries,     agencv    fees 

and    rentes    .  "  .     .     .  £8,451     8     2 

Stationery,      printing, 
advertising,  post- 

ages   and    telegrams       890     3     8 

Directors'    and    Audi- 
tors'   fees 3,720    0    0 

Licences 434  15    0 

Sundry 912  12     1 

14,408  18  11 

£466.909  11     3 

,.  Credit  Balance  on  Working  for  the 

year  carried  down 238,197     5     7 

£705,106  16  10 

To  Donations  and  Contributions  to  War 

Relief  Funds,   etc £4.243  13    7 

„  Miners'        Phthisis        Compensation 

Fund — Assessments  3,706  18     6 

,,  Loss    on  Realisation    and    Deprecia- 
tion   on    writing    down    of    Livest- 
ments     and     Property     to     market 

value  36,650    0    0 

,,  Ore    Purchased — 

Amounts  written  off  in  respect  of 
Rojalty  and  proportion  of  pur- 
chase consideration  and  expen- 
diture on  ore  mined  and  treated 
to  date — 
Fc-rreifa  Deep,  Ltd.  £96     0  10 

Robin.son  Deep,  Ltd.     30,952  17     4 

31,048  18     2 

£75,649  10    3 

„  Credit    Balance    carried     to    Appro 

priation   Account    181,056  10    3 

£256,706    0    6 


By  Gold  Account  

Vide   Manager's   Report. 


£705,106  16  10 


By  Balance    brought   down       

,',  Interest  and  Exchange   £8,146    9 

,,  Freehold    Revenue    336  16 

,,  Sundry  Revenue  2,025     9 

,,  Dividend.s    on    Crown    Mines.    Ltd.. 

Shares  8,000    0 


£705,106  16  10 

£238,197     5    7 

5 

6 

0 


18,508  14  11 


£256,706    0    6 


Dr 


APPROPRIATION    ACCOUNT. 


Cr. 


To    Government  Taxes — 
Union    of    S.A. — 

Adjustment  under  pre 
vious   Taxation   Acts       £474  16     3 

Taxation       under      In- 
come  Tax    (Consolida- 
tion)   Act,   1917   (Esti 
mated)    32,549    0    0 


Less  English  Income  Tax  refunded 


£33,023  16    3 
69    3    3 


£32,954  13     0 


Dividend   Account — 
Dividend   No.   60  of  3^   per  cent., 

declared   18th   June,  1917   96,250    0     0 

Dividend    No.    51   of   4    per    cent., 

declared    18th    December,    1917...    110,000     0     0 


Balance    Unappropriated — 
Carried  to  Balance  Sheet 


206,250     0     0 

281,098  17  11 

£520,303  10  11 


Bv  Balance   Unappropriated — 

As  per  Balance   Sheet,   31st   December,    1916   ...£187,014     4  10 
,,  Balance    of   Working    Expenditure     and     Revenue 
Account — 

For    the    year    ended    31st   December,    1917    ...    181,056  10    3 
,  Forfeited    Dividends — 

Dividends  unclaimed  Joi  a  period  of  five  years  for- 
feited  in   terms   of   Clause   127   of   the   Articles 

of  Association   154  16    4 

,  Capital   Account — 

Amount    received     under     Bewaar- 
plaats    Money .3    Application    Act, 

1917    £145,080     3    8 

Property   Sold 4,955     0     0 

Equipment— Plant    Sold 2,042  15  10 

152.077  19     6 


£520,303  10  11 


RAND  MINES,   LIMITED,  Secretaries. 
S     C.    STEIL.    Secretary. 


F.    RALEIGH,   Chairman, 

F.   De  FERRIERES,  Director. 


AUDITORS'  REPORT. 
To  the  Shareholders, 

ROBINSON   GOLD   MINING  COMPANY,   LI.MITED. 

We  have  audited  the  Balance  Sheet  of  the  Robinson  Gold  Mining  Company,  Limited,  dated  31st  December,  1917,  above  set 
forth,  and  have  obtained  all  the  information  and  explanations  we  required.  In  our  opinion,  such  Balance  Sheet  is  properly  drawn 
up,  so  as  to  exhibit  a  true  and  correct  vi,\v  of  the  state  of  the  Company'.'i  affairs,  according  to  the  best  of  our  information  and 
the    explanations    given    us,    and    as    shown    bv    iTie    books    of    the  Company. 

Johannesburg     23rd    March,    1918.  '  H.    J.    MACRAE, 

,  ■  C.  L.  ANDERSSON  &  CO. 

(Incorporated   -'\ccountints), 
Aitdifnrx. 


.rhiii-K,   April    l;5,    HUH. 


S.A.   .MININ(i  .JOL'PiNAL  AND  EXGINKKKlN(i  lllXOlJl). 


The  Langlaagte  Estate  and  Gold  Mining 

Company,  Limited. 


(Incorporated  in  the  Transvaal.) 


REPORT  OF  THE  DIRECTORS 

Siibiiiittod  to  Shareholders  at  the  Twenty-seventh  Ordinary  General  Meeting,  held  on  the  lOth  d:tv  of  April 
1918,  at  10  o'clock  in  the  forenoon,  in  the  Board  Room,  Consolidated  BuiMiiig,  corner  of  fox  and 
Harrison  Streets,  Johannesburg. 


'I'')  tlio   Sliareliolders. 

Gentlempu. —     , 

Yniiv  Directors  beg  to  Bubmit  tlieir  rjepoii  iov  the  twelve 
months  ended  31.st  December,  1917,  together  with  audited  Balance 
Sheet,  Working  Expenditure  and  Revenue  Account,  and  Appro- 
priation Account  for  the  same  period. 

CAPITAL. 

The  Capital  of  the  Company  i.s  £950,000,  in  950,000  shares  of  £1 
eacli,  of  which  886,500  are  issued  and  63,500  held  in  reserve. 

PROPERTY. 
Remains  unaltered. 

OPERATIONS. 

In  tlie  Reports  of  your  Consulting  Engineer  and  Mine  Manager, 
attached,  full  information  is  given  of  the  operations  for  the  period 
under  review. 

ACCOUNTS. 

The  Hevenue  and  Expenditure  may  be  summarised  as  follows  : 

Revenue. 

From   Gold    £621,001  14  11 

From  other  sources  19,89G  10     4 

641,498     5     3 

Ad  1— Balance  from  last  Account      62,479  17    2 

.£703,978     2     o 

Expenditure. 

Working  Costs  &  General  Expenses  ..£508,639  10  4 

Dividends   Nos.    53/4    88,650     0  0 

Donations    728     0  0 

Miners'     Phthisis     Sanatorium     Main- 
tenance      327     ()     8 

Miners'    Phthisis   Board   Act,    1912   ...        3,193     1     2 

Depreciation   375  15    3 

Dividend    Tax    8.935  18     7 

Income  Tax   ...    3.398     1     2 

Capital    Expenditure    14,173     3    8 

'■ £628,421    6  10 

Balance   to   next   Account    ^75,556  10     '' 

STORES  ON  HAND. 

Stores  on  hand  and  in  transit  at  the  end  of  the  vear  amounted 
in  value  to  £93.719  13s.  Jd.,  being  an  increase  of  i41.330  2s.  5d. 
ever  the  previous  year. 

a 


During  the  year  under  review  the  Government  appointed  a 
Priority  Committee  to  deal  with  tlie  importation  of  all  stores,  and 
the  Cliamber  of  .\'ines  formed  a  Central  Buving  Committee  Ut  con- 
trol   tile  imrcliase  and   importation  f>f  all   Mine  e.ssential  stores. 

rXVFSTMENTS  AND  INTERESTS  IX  OTHER  CONCERNS. 
Under  this  head  an  increase  is  shown  in  the  Accounts  for  the 
year,  which  is  principally  accounted  for  by  a  readju.<?tment  of  th^ 
Company's  holding  in  tlie  Witwatersrand  Co-operative  Sineltinp 
Works,  Ltd.,  amounting  to  ^112  8s.,  and  an  amount  of  j£-10,863 
14s.  6d.  received  from  the  Government  in  Union  Government  5 
per  cent.  Stock,  representing  amount  refunded  by  the  Government 
in  terms  of  Bewaarplaatsen  Monevs  Application  Act,  No.  24  of 
1917. 

DIVIDENDS. 

During  the  year  Dividends  Nos.  53  and  54  of  5  per  cent, 
each,  absorbing  £88,o50.  were  declared,  payable  to  Sharehoidens 
registered  on  30th  June  and  31st   December,   1917,  respectively. 

DIREnORS. 
Yon  will  be  asked  to  elect  a  Director  in  the  place  of  Mr.  .1.  C. 
K.   Pollock,  who  retires  in  terms  of  the  Articles  of  Association,  bin 
is  eligible  and  offers  himself  for  re-election. 

During  the  year  Mr.  W.   H.  Robinson  ceased  to  be  a  Dinntor. 

AUDITORS. 

Youi  Auditor.-^.  .Mr.  .<<.  Fleischer  and  Messrs.  C.  L.  An<lers- 
son  &  Co.,  retire  from  office  and  seek  reappointment.  You  will  be 
asked  to  appoint  Auditors  for  tlie  ensuing  year,  and  to  vote  the 
rtmuneiation  for  tlie  pa.-^t  year. 

.MANAGEMENT. 
In  April,  1917,  Mr.    H.   Mitchell  was  granted  leave  to  pnx'eed 
on  active  service,  and  Mr.  W.  A.  Krige  wa;  appointed  to  the  man- 
agement of  your  property. 

.1.    MUNRO, 

P.    RICHARDSON, 

G.    IMROTH. 

J.   C.  K.   POLLOCK, 

N.  J.  SCHOLTZ, 


Direi-torg. 


Johannesburg.   28th   March,   1918. 


S.A.  MINING  JOUENAL  AND  ENGINEERING  RECORD. 


J'buvg,  April   18,  i<)lH. 


The  L;incjiaa<rtw  Estate  and  Gold  Minincr  Oompaiiv,  [.iniited— continued. 


D« 


BALANCE  SHEET  AT  31st  DECEMBER,   1917. 


To  Capital  

950.000  shares   of   £1   each,    fully 

paid    :..    .., £950,000    0     0 

Less  63,500  shares  of   £1  each  in   re- 
serve         63,500     0     0 


£886,500     0    0 


.,  Share  Premium  

As  at  31st  December,  1916  80,500     0    0 

Less — Balance    Development    Ac- 
count, written  off   55,846  18    3 

.,  Funds    Transferred    from     Appi'o- 

priation   Account   

For  expenditure  on  Property,  De 
velopment.  Equipment,  etc.,  in 
excess  of   working  capital  pro- 
vided : 
As  at  31st  December,  1916...  1,020,778  10  11 
Appropriated    for    Jiet    Capital 

Expenditure  during  year  ...      14,173     3     8 


24.653     1     9 


1,034,951  14     7 


Dividend  No.  54  of  5  per  cent.   ... 

Payable  to  Shareholders  registered 
at   31st   December,    1917. 

Unclaimed  Dividends  

Sundry  Creditors,  etc ... 

Wages  earned  but  not  yet  paid... 
Government  of  the  Union  of  S.A. 

Income  and  Dividend  Taxes. 
B:ilanoe — Appropriation    Account 

Contingent  Liabilii'ies. 

Witwatersraiid  Native  labotii'  As- 
.sociation,   Ltd. — 
8s.    per     share     uncalled    on    952 

shares '. 

Witwatersraiid   Co-operativ>^    Smol 

tnig  Works,  Ltd. — 
9s.  6d.  per  shaie  uncalled  on  1,552 

shai'es 

Cunnnitmeiit,^  in  respect  of  Mach- 
inery and  Plant,  etc.,  on  order, 
and  Contractors'  retention 
monevs  ... 


1,946,104  16 
44,325     0 


7,887  2 
25,413  11 
13,531  13 

8,081  19 


75,556  16     7 


£380  16    0 


737    4     0 


i,009  10     7 


£2.127  10     7 


£2,120,900  19    2 


By  Property  

Mine     

Estate       (including 
Mayfair  Township)  £88,917     0     0 
Less — Stands     told 
during   year 6,592  10    0 


£926,416    9    7 


82,324  10    0 


£1,008,740  19    7 


,,   Buildings  

Mine    ...    .  .      71,473  17 

Estate    £37,610     6     2 

Less — Revenue  dur- 
ing   vear    656    4     2 

36,954     2 


Machinery  and  Plant   

Permanent  Works  ... 

Roads  and  Fences  

Development     at    31st    December, 

1916 ' 

Entirely    written    off    


108,427  19     0 


Furniture   and   Instruments   ... 

Live  Stock  and  Vehicles  

Native  Recruiting  ... 

Stores  on  Hand  and  in  Transit 

Stocks  and  Shares  

Sundry  Shareholdings 2,638  10 

5  per  cent.  Union  Government 
Registered  Stock  on  account  of 
Bewaarplaatsen    Annuities      ...      10,863  14 


564,312 

263,289 

1,333 

17  7 
15  11 

4  3 

55,846  18 
.  55,846  18 

3 
3 

1,946,104  '.6 

1,339  ; 

509  0 

2,395  13 

93.749  1? 

13,502  4 

4 
0 
0 
4 
0 
6 

,,  Sundry   Debtors  and   Payments  in 

Advance 

.,  Gold  in  Transit 

,.  Cash  at  Bankers  and  at  Mine   ... 


10,926  13  3 
41,762  2  5 
10.611  14     4 


£2,120,900  19    2 


Dr.       Working  Expenditure  and  Revenue  Account  for  the  Twelve  Months  ended  31st  December,  1917.        Cr- 


Cost  per  ton. 
Shillings. 
8.412  To  Mining ...£226,956 


1.444 

1.735 

.435 

.64."; 

.169 
1.194 

.933 
1.655 
1.033 

17.643 
1.209 


13.852 

4.187 

23.039 


5 
7 
2 
2 
8 


Developing    38,970 

,,  Hoisting   46,815 

,,  Pumping  ...    11,746 

,,  Transport    of    Ore    17,346 

.,  Ore   Soiti  ig  and   Crushing...  -    4,278  15 

,,  Milling    32,220     0 

,,  Tube  Mining  25,158     8 

,,  Cyaniding  Sand   and  Slime...  44,663  19  11 

„  General  Expenses  at  Mine...  27,869  16     6 


-£476,025     4  10 


General    Expenses    at    Head 

Office    and    London    

(Including     Gold  ,  Realisa- 
tion Charges.) 

Profit  for  Year  


32,614  11     6 


To  Balance  to  Appropriation  Account... 


508,639  16 
112,961  18 

4 
7 

£621,601  14 

\1 

£118,596  15 

9 

£118,596  15 

9 

Value  per  ton. 
Shillings. 

13.603  By  Battery  Gold  (86,069.182  fine 
ozs.)     

9.436     „  Cyanide  Gold  (59^802.802  fine 

ozs.)    


£367,022     5  10 
254,579     9     1 


23.039 


£621,601  14  11 


By  Profit  for   Year   (brought   down)    ...£112,961  18     7 
,,   Sundry  Revenue  and  Rents 5,580     4     8 


118,542     3     3 


,,  Expenditure,  less  Revenue  appli- 
cable to  1916.  vide  Appropriation 
Account   


54  12     6 


£118,596  15    9 


lor  Johannesburg  Consolidated  Investment  Co.,  Ltd.,  Secretaries. 

FRANK  HALL. 


J.  MUNRO, 

G.   IMROTH,         Directors. 

REPORT. 

We  have  audited  the  Balance  Sheet  of  the  Langlaagte  Estate  and  Gold  Mining  Company,  Limited,  dated  the  31st  December.  1917, 
above  set.  foith.  and  have  obtained  all  the  information  and  explanations  we  have  required.  In  our  opinion  .such  Balance  Sheet 
is  properly  diawn  up  so  as  to  exhibit  a  true  and  corrcet  view  of  the  Company's  affairs  according  to  the  best  of  our  information  and 
the    cx;)lunati(ins    u;iven    us    and    as    shown    by    the    Books    of    the  Company. 

S.  FLEISCHER, 

C.  L.   ANDERSSON  &  CO., 

Incorporated   Accountants   (Eng.), 
Johannesburg,   28th    March,    1918  Auditors. 


J'hurj,'.  Aj.ril  1:5,   lOlH.        S.A.   MINING  JOURNAL  AND  ENOIXEEIilNr;  IlKCORJ). 


The  Langlaagte  Estate  aud  Gold  Mining  Corupuny,  Liniiicd. — coniiimcd. 


Dr. 


APPROPRIATION  ACCOUNT. 


Cr. 


To  Dividend   No.   53  of  G  jjer  cent.,  to 
Shareholders     registered     at      30th 

June,  1917...  £44,325    0 

,,  Dividend  No.  54  of  5  per  cent.,  to 
Shareholders  rcgi.-tered  at  Slst 
Deccinbor,  1917 44,325     0 


Donationt- 


.J  Minors'  Phthisis  Contributions... 
Maintenance  of  Sanatorium  ... 
Mincr.s'   Phthisis   Board   Act,   1912 

,,  Depreciation    

Live  Stock  and   Vehicles  

Randfontein   Estates  Shares   .. 


327    y 

(J 

:       3,193     1 

2 

295  15 

3 

80    0 

0 

£83,65'J    0    ') 

72'6    n'  0 

3.520  lU  10 


375  \a     3 


,,  Dividend    Ta.\    

,,  Income  Tax   

Estimate  for  1917 3,945  10     0 

Less — Adjustment     in     respect     of 

years  1915  and  1916     547     8  10 


„  Net   Expenditure    on     Capital      Ac 

count    during    ytar    ...    ., 

„  Expenditure   Incurred,  less  Revenue 

Accrued,    in    1916    

Included    in    current    year's    Ac- 
count,   as  under : 

Expenditure   

Less — Revenue   .'   

,,   Ualance     Unappropriated    -  Carried 
to    Balance    Sheet    


478  Ifa 
424     4 


11 


8.935  18    7 
3,398     1     2 


14,173    3    8 
54  12    6 


75,556  16     7 
£195,392  18    7 


Bv  Jialance  at  31.st  Decemher,  1916 L'.2M'.)  17     2 

,,   Balance  of  Working  Expenditure  and  Revenue  :.  :  'jQ6  15    9 

,,  Reserve  at  3lKt  December,  1916,  included  in  Sun- 
dry Creditors  aiul    other     Credit     Balaucea     now 

appro[)riatcd   *.   3,452  11     2 

Estat«'    .A<(<iuiit   Profits   held  in   Reserve. 

.,   Bewaarplaatseii   .Vnnnitics 10,863  14     6 

Received  finjn  ( loverriment  .under  Bewaarplaatspu 
Act  24/17  as  Company's  accumulated  ,<-har<*  "f 
Bcwaalplaatsen   Annuities  to  1st  July,   1917 


£195..392  18    7 


The  Randfontein  Estates  Gold  Mining  Company, 

Witwatersrand,  Limited. 


REPORT  OF  THE  DIRECTORS 

Submitted  to  Shareholders  at  the  Twenty -fifth  Ordinary  General  Meelintr.  held  on  the  10th  day  of  April,  1918. 
at  11.30  o'clock  in  the  forenoon,  in  the  Board  Room,  Consolidated  Building,  corner  of  Fox  and  Harrison 
Streets,  Johannesburg. 


To  the   Shareholders, 

Gentlemen. — Your  Directors  beg  to  submit  their  Report  for 
the  twelve  months  ended  31st  December,  1917,  together  with 
audited  Balance  Sheet,  Working  Expenditure  and  Revenue  Ac- 
count,   and    A])pi()priation   Account   for   the   same   period. 

CAPITAL. 

The  Capital  of  the  Company  remains  at  £3,001.518,  in  3,001,048 
Shares  of  £1   cacli,   all   issued. 

PROPERTY. 
The  property  held   by  the  Company  consists  of  : — 

Faums. 

Randfontein.    Proclaimed    Freehold   l''arni  .'").74fi  acres. 

Uitvalfonti'ln    '.\.'247  acres. 

Waterval   fi.dlS  acres. 

Rietfontein,    Unproclaimed    Freehold    Farm    72S  acres. 

Droof^eheuvel 2,4.'J7  acres. 

Middelvlei    2.718  acres. 

fiem.sbokfontein,    Unproclaimed   Freehr)ld    Farm    1,423  acres. 

Panvlakte    9,389  acres. 


Total    31,726  acres. 


Mynpachts. 

Xo.  4(10.  Mandfiintein    27")  acres. 

No.  401.  Randfontein   294  acres. 

Xo.  408,  Uitvalfuntein    212  acres. 

No.  434.  Uitvalfontein    205  acres. 

Xo.  438,  Uitvalfontein    112  acres. 

No.  452.  Waterval    422  acres. 

No.  453,  Waterval   ;.  178  acres. 


The    above    -Mynpachts    have    been    leased    to  the    Randfontein 
Central   Cl.]\f.    Co..    Ltd.,   except   the    folhiwim;  : 

No.  401.  Randfontein,    portion    equal    to  142  acres. 

No.   453.  ^^'atprval,   equal   to   ITS  ,■<.!•.•.! 

Ml.MNG    CuUMs. 

91S  I'rospcctinii   '"'laims  on    Randfontein. 

2  Diggers'   Claims  on  Randfontein. 

44  Prospecting    Claims  on    Uitvalfontein. 

296  PmspectiiiL;  Claims  on   Waterval. 


Total       1.260  Claims. 


niiri"'.:  the  vi'ar  1">7  I'ro.sprit in<;  Claims  were  allowed  to  !-ip?p. 
\.)iir  I  )jriM-tMr>^  liui'i^  been  ;ii!\isi'i|  that  Ibe.v  «erc  of  uo  value  t'l 
(he    '  oni [tally 

l>K\\ wnri  .WTsKN. 

9  on   Farm   I'andfontein. 
•'  on  Farm   Uitvalfontein, 


18  Bewaarplaat.-*en. 


Mac'TUXe   St.\.nd<. 

4  on  Farm  Randfontein. 

4  on  Farm   Uitvalfontein. 

5  Macliine   Stands. 


ToWSiHl!'. 

On    Farm   Randfontein,   held   under  Governmeot  Title. 


S.A.  MINING  JOURNAL  AND  ENGINEERING  RECORD. 


J'liui'g,  April  J;;,   I'.MH. 


The  Uandfontein  Estates  Gold  Mining  Connpan} .  VVitwatersrand,  Limited— coniinued. 


Dr. 


BALANCE  SHEET  as  at  31st  DECEMBER,  1917. 


Cr 


To  Capital— Registered    &     Issued 
3.001.548    shares    of    £1    each, 
fully  paid. 
,.  Share  Premium — 
As    per    Balance    Sheet,      31st 

December.   1916  £2,257,84^     0     3 

Utilised  for  Depreciation  2,257,849     9    3 


i23,001,51S     0     0 


G  per  cent.  Debentures  

Issued    

Less — ^Converted   into   shares 


2,000.000     0     0 
3,140     0     0 


1,996,560     0     0 
Less — First,  Second,  Third  and 
Fourth    Instalments    of    Re- 
demption     ;.        237,800     0     0 

Purchased  by  Trustees  in 
terms  of  Clause  10  of  De- 
benture   Trust    Deed    110,000     0     0 


347.800     0     0 

,,  Reserve  for  Depreciation  

As    per     Balance     Sheet,     31st 

Pccemher,    1916    3,083,742     8     3 

Less — Amount    utilised    for  De- 
preciation,   etc 1.290,388  19     0 


.,   IJi\idcnds   Unclaimed   

,.  Sundry    Creditors    

Interest  accrued  on  Debentures 

Sundry  Persons   

Wages   earned   but  not  paid    ... 

,,  Balance — Appropriation          Ac- 
count     


31.603  4  0 
567  6  1 
277  4  2 


1,648,760  0  0 


1,793,353  9  3 


9.005  11  2 
32,447  14  3 


427,949  13     5 


^6.913,064     8     1 


^4 


By  Property  £1.757,733     3     2 

Less — Recei\ed  from  Ooverji- 
ment  under  Bewaarplaatsen 
Act  24/17  as  Company's  ac- 
cumulated share  of  Bewaar- 
plaatsen Annuities  to  1st 
July.  1917  566     3     0 

.,  Central      I'owev     Station      and 

Electric    Plant    

..  Buildings    

,',  Machinery   and   Plant   26,414     5     7 

7/''.s,s    Depreciation    23,477     3  10 

,,  Dams  and  Reservoirs   29,811  18     9 

Less   Depreciation    22,811  18     9 

,,  Plantations,   Roads  and    Fences  13,860  14     4 

Less   Depreciation    8,270  14     4 

,,  Township,    as    at    31st    Decem- 
ber,   1916    12.439  18     2 

Entirely    written    off    12,439  18     2 

.,  Prospectinpf.  as  at  31st  Decem- 
ber,   1916    41,386     7     9 

Entirely  written  off 41.386     7     9 

,,  Randfontein  Central  G.M.  Co., 

Ltd..  Debentures   

Balance,    31st    December,    1916   2.806,687     0     0 
Less  Depreciation  to  par  value         66.287     0     0 

2,740.400     0     0 

Sold  during  year. at  par  200.000     0     0 

,,  Trustees      (£2,000,000)     Deben- 
ture Holders  

Balance  Debenture  Redemp- 
tion Account  as  at  31st  De- 
cember,  1916   97.500     0     0 

Less  —  £110,000  Debentures 
purchased  by  Trustees  in 
terms  of  Clause  10  of  the 
Debenture    Trust    Deed    for         9(),800     0     0 

,,   Stocks  and    Shares    

As  at  31st  December,    1910   ...    5,127.!)(i4     (t     8 
Acquired  during  year  5!' 7     3     0 

5.128,471     3     8 
Depreciation  3,373.565     5     5 

,,  Furniture   and    Instruments    

,,  Livestock   and    Vehicles    

,,  Sundry   Debtors   and    Payments  in   Advance   .-• 

,,  Interest   accrued   on  Debentui'es  held    

,,   Stores  on   hand    

,,  £68,600  Debentures   Purchased   for  Redemption 

on   1st   March.    1918,   for   

,.  Cash    on    Deposit   and    Interest   Accrued    

,,  Cash  at   Bankers   and   in   hand   


£1,757,167     0     2 


539,996 
23,166 


I'l     9 
IS     3 


2,937     I     9 


7.000     0     0 


5.590     0     0 


2,540,400     0     0 


roo    0    0 


1.754,005   18 


688 

8 

3 

26 

0 

0 

73.762 

10 

0 

48.267 

12 

2 

27.955 

16 

3 

60.636 

0 

0 

50.392 

17 

6 

19.471 

5 

9 

^6,913,064     8     1 


For  Johannesburg  Consolidated  Investment  Co.,  Ltd., 

Secretaries. 
FRANK  HALL. 


J.   MUNRO, 
G.    IMROTH, 


Direclurs. 


REPORT. 


To  the  Shareholders, 

THE    RANDFONTEIN    ESTATES    G.M.    CO  ,    (WITWATERSRAND),  LTD. 

We     liave     audited     the  Balance    Sheet     of     The    Randfontein  Estates    Gold    Mining    Company    (Witwatersrand),    Liniiled,    daUil 

(()e    31.>^t    day    of    December,  1917,    as    above    set    forth,    and    have  obtained    all   the    information   and    explanations   we   have   required. 

In  our  opinion  such  Balance  Sheet  is  properly  drawn  up  so  as  to  exhibit    a   true    and    correct   view    of   the   state   of   the    Company's 

affairs  according  to  the  best  of  our  information  and  the  explanations  given  us  and  as  shown  by  the  Books  of  the  Company. 

S.    FLEISCHER, 
C.  L.  ANDERSSON  &  CO., 
Incorporated    Accountants    (Eng  ), 

Auditors, 
Johannesburg,  28th  March,  1918. 


J'buig,  April  V6,  1'J18.  S.A.   ^MINING  JOUHNAf.  A\T)  F.XGTXEKIiFNG  KF/'OHf), 


The  Riiiulfonteiii  Estates  Gold  Mniitig  Company   VVitWiitersrand,  Limited — continued. 


i-l.\A.\(  lAL. 

The    following    is    the    (iiiamial    ixjsitioii   of   the    Company  ; 

By  Balaiicp  at  .'Jlst  December,   I'JIB  ..  £294.206  10     0 

.,   Balance    Hevenue    and    Ivxpriiditiire    200,220   \H     6 

.,  Debenture  Interest  accrued  in   1916     54,808     0     0 

..   r)iscount   nil    Debentures   pun  based      22,373  14     7 

£571. GOO     3     1 

Apphopuiation. 

To  Debenture  Interest   £136,655     8     0 

..  Income   Tax    6,399    6     0 

..  Sundries 604  15  •  8 

..    Balance   to   next    Account  1  »3,H.j!t     '»     S 

£427,949  13     5 

IN'VESTMENT.S   .VXD  INTRRESTS   IN   OTHER  ( ONCER NS. 

Investments  and  Interests  in  Otlier  (.'oiicerns,  whicli  appeared 
in  the  1916  Accounts  valued  at  £5,127,904  Os.  8d.,  liavt-  been  de- 
l)reciated    to    £1,754,905    18s.    3d.        The    holdinir    in    I.'andfontein 


Central  Deljeiitureii'  lias  been  depreciated  to  par  value,  and  the 
shares  held  :n  the  Itandfonteiii  Central  and  I>iii<,:laa(<:te  E^tat«- 
f^'omiianicB  have  been  written  down  to  market  prices  at  31st  De- 
cember.   1917. 

DIRE(TORS. 

Mr.  .1.   '  .  K.   Poliofk,  in  terms  of  the  ArtiHeg  of  A**ociation. 
retires    by    rotati<jn,    but.    being   eligible,     offers     himself     for     re 

election. 

AUDITORS. 

Vi'iir  Auditors,  Mr.   S.   Fleischer  and  Mesurs.   '  .   I^.  Auderuson 

4    f'o..    retire   from   office,   and    .<»eek    re-appointment.     You   will  be 

asked   to  appoint    Auditor.^   for   the  ensuinL'  year,   ami    t<.   vote  the 

reniuni'i'ation    for  the   |>a.st   year. 

J.  ML' NRG. 

I'.  RICHARD.SON. 

a.    I. M ROTH. 

J.  C.   K.  l'(»LL<M  K. 

N.   J.    iiCHoLT/. 

Directors. 
Johannesburg,   28th   March,    1918. 


Dr. 


STATEMENT  of  EXPENDITURE  and  REVENUE  ACCOUNT  for  the  Year   ended 

31st  DECEMBER,  1917. 


Cr 


To    (ieiieral    Expen.ses    at    Property    £1.820     7     9  I    By  General    Revenue,     Dividends    and 

,,  General   PLxpenscs   at    Head   Office,    etc. —  !  Debenture    Interest    

Licences  6,162  IS  11     ' 

Salaries,  Director.s'  B^ees,  Legal  Expenses,  Cables, 


Stationery,    I'rinling    and    Advertising,    etc. 


.").694      I     0 


Transfer    Agencies — Johannesburg.     London    and 

Paris 4.511      1     fi 

,,   Balance   carried    to    .\p|vin|>riati<in    Account    200,220   18     0 


J;218,409  13     8 


£218,109  13     8 


i-2lH.}(i9  1.3    h 


Dr. 


APPROPRIATION   ACCOUNT. 


Cr. 


To  Debenture  Interest   

For    four    montlis    ended    31. st    De 

cember.    1916   £35.063  12     0 

For    year    ended     31st    December, 

1917   101,591    16     0 

..  Income  Tax    

,,   Sundry    Expenditure    

,.  Balance  to   Balance   Sheet   


£136.655     8     0 


6.399     6     (I 

604  15     8 

427.949  13     5 


£571,609     3     1 


By   Balance    December    31,    1916    

,,   Balance   of    Revenue   and    t.xpeudi- 

ture  Account  

.,  Debenture  Interest  

For    four    months    ended    December 
31.    1916. 
,.   Discount        >>n       Debontuies      Pur- 
1  lia.sed  ,. 


1:294.206   10     0 

200,220  18    6 
54.808     0     0 


22,373  U     ' 


£571,609     3     I 


Examined  and   foinid  correct. 

S.    FLEISCHER, 

C.   L.    ANPERSSON   \-   CO.. 

Incorporated    Accountants    (Eng.), 

Auditors. 


•I.    MLWRO, 
G.    IMROTH. 

Directors. 

For    JoH.\NN-tSBrHG    C0N50Lin.\TEP    In  VESTMENT    Co. .     LtP  . 

Secretaries. 


Johannesburg,  28th   March,   1918. 


FRANK    HALL. 


S.A.  MINING  JOURNAL  AND  ENGINEERING  EECOED. 


J 'burg,  April  13,  1918. 


!«ar 


The  Randfontein  Central  Gold  Mining 

Company,  Limited. 


(Incorporated  in  the  Transvaal.) 


REPORT  OF  THE  DIRECTORS 


Submitted  to  Shareholders  at  the  Eleventh  Ordinary  General  Meeting,  held  on  the  10th  day  of  April,  1918,  at 
10.30  o'clock  in  the  forenoon,  in  the  Board  Room,  Consolidated  Building,  corner  of  Fox  and  Harrison 
Streets,  Johannesburg. 


To   the  Shareholders. 
Gentlemen, 

Your  Diret-tors  beg  to  submit  their  Report  for  tlic  twelve  montlis 
ended  31st  Dec-ember,  1917,  together  with  audited  Balance  Sheet, 
Working  Expenditure  and  Revenue  Account,  and  Appropriation 
Account  for' the  same  period. 

CAPITAL. 

The  Capital  of  your  Company  remains  unaltered,  viz.,  £4.500,000, 
m  4..500,,000  shares  of  £1  each. 

PROPERTY. 
Your    property    con.sists    of    Mining    Claims    on    the    farms    Rand- 
fontein,  Uitvalfontein  and   Waterval,   and  Mynpaohts  on  same  farnLS 
leased    from   the    Randfontein   Estates  Gold    Mining   Company    {Wit- 
wateLirand),   Limited,   in  all   equal  to  2,296  claims. 

OPERATIONS. 
In  the  Reports  of  your  Consulting   Engineer  and   Mine  Manager 
attached,    the    fullest   information   is  given  of   the   operations   for   the 
period    under   review. 

ACCOUNTS. 
The  Revenue  and  Expenditure  may  be  summarised  at,  follows:  — 

Revenue. 

From   Gold     £2,457,635  10    3 

From   other   sources    32,105  19    1 


Add — Balance  from  last  Account. 


2,499,741    9    4 
402,570    5    7 


EXPEN»ITUBE. 

Working    Costs   and   Genera]   Expenses  £2,007,938    2 

Debentures    redeemed    97,100    0 

Uebenture     Interest     213,223    8 

Debenture    Expenses 262    0 

Miners'   Phthisis  Fund  (not  charged  in 

1916)        198  15 

Maintenance  of   Sanatorium   1,569  10 

Miner.i'     Phthisis    Board      under     Act, 

1912        16,023    5 

Profits  Tax    and  Special   War  Levy   ...  15,596  18 

Income    Tax    6,510    7 

Depreciation       3,4^9  10 

Capital     Expenditure     205,391  11 

Balance    to   next    Account    


-£2,902,311  14  11 

3 

0 
9 
0 

7 
1 

3 
9 
7 
5 
5 


■  £2,567,293  11    1 
£335,018    3  10 


STORES  ON  HAND. 

Stores  on  hand  and  in  transit  at  the  end  of  the  year  amounted 
in  value  (o  £233,723  9s.  2tl.,  being  an  increase  of  £66,955  over  the 
previous    year. 

During  the  year  under  review  the  Government  appointed  a 
Priority  Committee  to  deal  with  the  importation  of  all  stores,  and 
the  Chamber  of  Mines  formed  a  Central  Buying  Committee  to  control 
the   purchase    and    importation  of    all   Mine   essential   stores. 

INVESTMENTS  AND  INTERESTS  IN  OTHER  CONCERNS. 

An  increase  of  £520  13s.  6il.  is  shown  under  this  hea/d,  which  is 
attributable  to  a  readjustment  of  your  holding  in  the  Witwatersrand 
Co-operative   Smelling   Works,   Ltd. 

DIRECTORS. 

During  the  year  ^Ir.  J.  C.  K,  Pollock  resigned  his  position  as 
a  Director  of  your  Company,  and  you  are  asked  to  confirm  the 
appointment  of   Mr.    J.    H.   Crosby   as   a  Director. 

In  terms  of  the  Articles  of  Association  requiring  that  two 
Directors  retire  by  rotation  annually,  Messrs.  N.  J.  Scholtz  and 
W.  II.  Robinson  retire.  Mr.  Scholtz  is  eligible  and  offers  himself 
for  re-election.     Mr.   Robinson  does  not  seek  re-election. 

AUDITORS. 

Your  Auditors,  Mr.  S.  Fleischer  and  Messrs.  C.  L.  Andersson 
and  Co.,  retire  from  office  and  seek  reappointment.  You  will  be 
asked  to  appoint  Auditors  for  the  ensuing  year,  and  to  vote  the 
remuneration  for  the  "ast  year. 

EMPLOYEES  ON  ACTIVE  SERVICE. 

Your  Directors  regret  that  during  the  year  22  employees  of  thie 
Company  have  been  killed  whilst  on  active  service,  and  the  sympathy 
of  the  Board  has  boon  oxtondi^d  to  the  relatives  of  whose  who  have 
fallen. 

MANAGEMENT. 
In   December,   1917,   Mr.   D.   H.  Thacker  relinquished  his  i)Ositioii 
as  Manager,    and  was  succeeded  by   Mr.   G.    H.   Beatty,   the  Assistant 
Consulting    Engineer    of    your   Comf)any. 

J.  MUNRO, 
P.    RICHARDSON, 
N.  J.   SCHOLTZ, 
G.    IMROTH, 
J.    H    CROSBY, 

Directors. 
Johannesburg,  28th  March,  1918. 


^ 


•''Ihii-^',   April    |;5,    \<j\h. 


S.A.   .MINING  JOUJiNAJ.  A\l>   KN^ilNKKlMNc  i   KECOKJ). 


TI.e  RaiidfoiiLein  Central  Gold  Mining  (Jun.pany,  Limited--contiiiue(l. 


Dr. 


BALANCE  SHEET,    as  at  3l8t  DECEMBER,    1917. 


Cr 


To  Capital       

4,500,000   shares   of   £1    oaoh,    fuiiy 
paid. 

„  Dcbonturos        

^s-^"cd        £3,000,000    0    0 

Rodcomod    by    Instalments   Nos.   1, 

2,  3  and  4  356,700    0    0 


,,  Share    Premium     

,,  Funds     Traniiftirred     from     Appro- 
priation   Account      

As   at    31s(    D^-combcr,    1916    1,982,562  19    9 

/,(,'.<— Shares     at     31et     December, 

1916,     now    treated    as    Liquid 

Asset      .*. 13,869    1    0 


£4,500,000    0    0 
2,643,300    0    0 

59,350    G    0 
267,628  12  10 


By  Property     

„  Pcrmanciit    Works— Shafts    

As   at  3lBt    Docember,    1916   £1,491,543  11    4 

Expended,    1917    152,778    1  11 


£3.104.419  19    3 
1,479.889    9  11 


1,968,693  18    9 

/•/MS— Capital    Expenditure,    1917       219,260  12    5 

Delionturec;     Rodeemed,     1917         97,100    0    0 


Leas     

Permanent      Works — 
Shafts,       Buildings, 
and  Machinery  and 
Plant     depreciated,      as 
per  contra   £482,780  10    7 

lki]anc('  of  Uevolop- 
rnent  written  off, 
1917    .,..-. 1,544,645    7    9 


2,285,054  11    2 
2,027.425  18    4 


,,  Sundry       Creditors,       and       Credit 
Balances       

,,  Waijes   earned   but  not  yet   paid    ... 

,,  Government  of  the  Union  of  South 
Africa 

Estimated  amount  due  under 
Income  Tax  (Coniolidation)  Act, 
1917,  for  the  year  ended  Slet 
December,   1917. 

,,  Debenture    Interest    Accrued    

To  31.st   December,   1917. 

,,  Unclaimed  Dividends  

,,  Balance — Appropriation  Account    . 
Contingent  Liabilities  — 

6,113  Witwatorsrand  Native  Labour 
Association,  Limited,  shares  of 
£1  each,  8s.  per  share  uncalled 

5,487  Witwatersrand  Co-operative 
Smelting  Works,  Limited, 
shares  of  £1  each,  9s.  6d.  per 
share    uncalled    

('ommitmcnts  in  respect  of  Con- 
tracts iihd  Orders  for 
Machinery  and  Plant,  Build 
ings,  etc.,  and  Contractors' 
retention  moneys  at  31st  Decem- 
ber,  1917  


7.460.278  12  10 

168,099  10  8 

51,814  0  3 

13,109  10  0 


48.267  12    2 

3,464  17    3 
335.018    3  10 


£2.445    4    0 


2.606    6    6 


28,474  18    4 


•  £33.526    8  10 


£8.080,052    7    0 


Lers — Depreciation,    1917 

Buildings 
As    at   31st    December,    1916 

Expended,    1917 

Less — Depreciation,    1917 

Machinery    and    Plant 

.\.«  at  31sf  Dicemhor.  1916 
Expenderl,     1917 

//'.«.■»— Depreciation.    .917 


1.644,321  13    3 
164,432    3    4 


413,223  0  t 

3.448  8  9 

421.671  9  3 

42,167  2  11 


379  V,i     f,     i 


2,485.630  19    ? 


2.702.414    3  11 

59,397  19  7 

2,761,812    3  0 

276,181    4  4 


Development,     at     3l6t     December, 

^91^     1.544.645    7    9 

Entirely    written    off  1,544,645    7    9 


Furniture        and        Fittings,        and 
Instruments      

As  at  31.SI   December,   1916 

Expended,     1917 


/,c*s— Depreciation   and   Sales,    1917 

Live    Stock    and    Vehiclea    

As  at  31st  December,  1916  

Expended,    1917 


/-/-.f.*— Depreciation    and   S.ile.«.   1917 


,.  Native    Recruiting 

„  Investments  and   Interests  in  Other 
Concerns       

,.  Sundry    Debtor,*    and    Payments    in 
Advance        

„  Debentures   Purclias.il   for  Redemp 
tion  on    Ut   March     1918 

,.  Stores  un    Hand   and    in   Tra-.-ii 

.,  Gold    in    Transit 

,,  Cash      on      Dept*it      and      Interest 
Accrued     

,,  Cash  at  Bankers  and   at    Mine 


7.661  13  5 

1.032  18  2 

8.694  11  7 

3,064  13  5 


4,536    2    7 
1,806  13    3 

6.342  15  10 
1,138  15  10 


5.629  IS    2 


5,204    0    0 


7.460,278  12  10 

7,755  19    0 

14.189  14    6 

o,345  6    0 

li.'2.900  0    0 

233.723  9    2 

159.495  1    2 

50.602  0  11 

44.762  3    5 

£8.080.052  7    0 


for   JOHAMNESBUhO    CON'SOUD.\TED    iNVESTMfiNT    Co.,    LtD-. 

Secretaries. 
FnANK    Hall. 


J.    MUNRO. 
G.   IMROTH. 

Directors. 


REPORT. 

We  have  andiiod  the  Balance  Sheet  of  The  Randfontein  Central  tJtdd  Mining,'  Coniiiany,  Limited,  dated  the  3l8t  day  of  December. 
1917,  above  set  forth,  and  have  obtained  all  the  information  and  expiatiationa  wo  have  required.  In  our  opinion  such  Balance  Sheet 
ie  properly  drawn  up  so  as  to  exhibit  a  true  and  correct  view  of  the  state  of  tiie  Company's  affairs  according  to  the  best  of  our 
information    and    the    explanations    given    us    and    as    shown    by    the  Books  of    the   Company. 


Joh.mncsburg.   28th   March,   1918 


S.    FLEISCHER. 

C.  L.   ANDERSSON  A  CO.. 
Incorporated    Accountants    (Engl.), 

Auditors. 


S.A.  MINING  JOURNAL  AND  ENGINEERING  RECOR"n. 


.I'hnrf-,   April    1:5,    IDIH. 


Th  '  KaiuUbntein  Central  Gold  Mining  Company,  Limited—  continued. 


WORKING  EXPENDITURE  &  REVENUE  ACCOUNT  for  the  Twelve  Months  ended  31st  DECEMBER,  1917. 


Dr. 


Cr. 


Cost  per  ton. 

Shillings. 

9-719    To  Mining       £980,334    5 

2-744      .,  Developing        276,772  15 

Hoisting      157,248    4 


1-559 
1-102 
0-394 
0133 
0-781 
0-437 
1-196 
0-963 

0-880 


19-908 
4-55f 


24-466 


Pumping 

Transport  of  Ore   

Ore    Sorting    and    Crushing 

Milling        

Tube    Milling    

Cy.initling    Sand    an<l    Slime 
General  Expenso.s  at   Mine... 

t!eu«ral    Expenses    at    Head 

Office,    London    and    Pari.^ 

(Including  Gold   Realization 

Charges.) 
Profit      for      Year      (carried 
flown)        


Tn  Balance    carried    to     Appropriaton 

Aocimnt  


111,184  12 
39,735  1 
13,354  1  10 
78,786  11  10 
44,089  11  7 

120,532  2  8 
97.145  10  7 


-£1,919,182  17  7 

88,755  4  8 

£2,007  938  2  3 

459,697  8  0 

£2,467,635  10  3 

£478,062  15  4 

£478,062  15  4 


Yield  per  ton. 

Rhilling.s. 
12.946  Bv    Battery    Gold    (307,315.122 

fine  ozs.)  ...  £1,305,810    7  11 

11.520     „  Cyanide    GoM    (273,702.698 

fine  ozs.)  1,161,825     2     4 

£2,467,635  10   3 


24.466 


£2,467,635  10   3 


By  Profit  for  Year   (brought  down)   ...£459,697     8     0 
,,  Rents   and    Sundry    Revenue    15,073     3     9 


474,770  11     9 
,,  Expenditure,     less     Revenue     appli- 
cable   to    1916,    vide    Appropriation 
Account  1.889    4    8 


\\'it\vater.'^rand     Co-djicrative     Smel- 
ting   Works,    Limited    

Dividend   

Distribution  of  Surplus  


179    ,4     0 
1.223  14  11 


-£476.659  16     5 
1,402  18  IJ 


£478,062  15    4 


Dr. 


APPROPRIATION  ACCOUNT. 


Cr. 


To  Debentures  Redeemed    

During  the  year  1917. 

,,  Debenture  Interest   

For  four  months  ended  31st  Decem- 
ber,  1916,    not   charged £54.808    0 

For    year    ended     31st     December, 

1917  158,415     8 

,,  Debenture  Expenses  

,,  Capital    Expenditure    

Expended   during   year   ended   31st 
December,   1917  : — 

Machinery   and   Plant   59,397  19 

Buildings 8,448    8 

Permanent    Works— Shafts 152,778    1 

Live   Stock   and   Vehicles    1,806  13 

Furniture,    Fittings    and   Instru- 
ments           1,032  18 

Expended   during  year   223,464    1 

Less — Furniture    depreciated   and 

sold    £3,064  13     5 

Live  Stock  &  Vehi- 
cles     depreciated 

and    sold    1,138  15  10 

4,203    9 

219,260  12 
Shares    at   31st    December,    1916, 

now    a    liquid    asset 13,869     1 

„  Expenditure      Incurred,       less      Re- 
venue  Accrued,   in   1916   

Included    in    current    year's     Ac- 
count,   as    under: — 

Expenditure    4,906    2 

Less  Revenue   3,016  17 

,,  Income  Tax 

E.stimated  amount  due  under  In- 
come Tax  (Consolidation)  Act, 
1917  13,109  10 

Less — Collected     from      Debenture 

Holders  6,599    2 

„  Profit.^  Tax  and  Special  Way  Levy 

Profits  Tax   S.147  14 

Adjustment     for    year    1916. 

Special  War  Lew   6,449    4 

Adjustment  for  1915  £1,056     6     1 
Adjustment  for  1916     5,392  18    8 

Miners'    Phthisis    Contributions    ... 

For  1917:  — 

Maintenance   of   Sanatorium    1.559  10 

Miners'   Phthisis  Board,  under  Act, 

1912  16.023     6 

Amount  not  charged,  1916 : 

Miner.?'  Phthisis  Insurance  Fund  198  15 

.,  Depreciation   on   Furniture,   etc.    ... 

,,  Balance  Unappropriated   (carried  to 

Balance  Sheet)  


£97,100    0    0 
213.223     8    9 


0 
9 


252    0    0 
205.391  11     5 


7 

9 

11 

3 


3 
5 
0 


5 
9 


0 
5 

0 
9 


1 
3 

7 


1,889    4     8 


6,510     7     7 


15,596  18    9 


17,781  11  n 


3,499  10    5 

335,018    3  10 

£896,262  17    4 


Bv  Balance  of  Account  at  31st  Decem- 
ber, 1916 £402,570     5 

,,  Balance    of     Working    Expenditure 

and  Revenue   Account  478,062  15 

For    twelve    months    ended    31st 
December,  1917. 
„  Reserves    at    31st    December,    1916, 
included    in    Sundry    Creditors    and 
other   Credit   Balances   now    appro- 
priated      ...  15.625  16 

Reserve     for     Inefficient     Native  ...-:;., 

Shifts   _.    £9,300     0    0- 

Witwatersrand      Native      Labour 
Association,     Ltd.,     recruiting 
rebates  6,329  16    5 


£896,262  17     4 


•I'liiiip,  April  18.  1018. 


S.A.  MINIXG  JOURNAL  AND  ENGINEEHINO  RECORD. 


SIXTEEN  BUTTERS'  FILTER  PLANTS 

AND  SEVEN  EXTENSIONS  TO  FORMER  PLANTS 

now    operating     on     the     Rand     and     giving 
complete  satisfaction  to  everyone  concerned. 


Full  particulars  and  operating  data  will  be  given  on  applicatioa. 


50  lb.  samples  of  slime  will  be  tested  free  of  charge  to  determine  its  filtering  capacity. 

Estimates  for  plants,  accompanied  by  complete  general  arrangement  drawing,  supplied 
on  short  notice.     Write  us  for  pamphlet  regarding  our  process 

CHAS.  BUTTERS  &  CO..  LTD. 


(IBCOBPOKAIED  !■   IHOLAIfB 


187,    Exploration   Building,  Johannesburg. 

P.O.  Box.  2652.  Telephone  3701.  Cable  Addreii  :   "  HDBNERITE.' 


FRASER   &   CHALMERS,   LTD.,    ^^™^«^o« 


SOUTH  AFRICA. 


i> 


Ul 

o 

< 


^^^^^^ 


DICK'S  BELTING. 


JVo  Belt  tm  m- 


DICK'S  OBICINAL  BALATA 

unlmmm  mtmmpod  evmry  fmw  fmot 
with  thm  Trado  Mmrk, 


FACTORIES :    GLASGOW,  SCOTLAND. 

PASSAIC,  NEW  JERSEY,  UJ.A. 


EXPLOSIVES 

For  Mining,  Quarrying,  Farming,  Railway  and  Irrigation  Wort 
"  Permitted  "  EiplosiTea  for  Coal  Mineai 

AGENTS; 

LONDON.— CAPE    EXPLOSIVES    WORKS 
LTD.,  15.  St,    Swithin's  Lane,  E.G. 

TRANSVAAL.— REUNERT    &   LENZ,     LTD 
Box  92,  Johannesburg. 

RHODESIA.— L.      R.     FORBES,      Box     688. 
BulawAyo,  and  Box  427,  Salisbury. 

IIMBERLEY.-CAPE  EXPLOSIVES  WORKS 
LTD..  &  E.  W.  TARRY  &  CO..  LTD. 

AUSTRALASIA-KIRK      OBRIEN.     CoUins 
House,  Collins  Street,  MELBOURNE. 

MANUFACTURERS  of 


Blasting:  Gelatin,  GeMgnitej. 
Ligdyn  Dynamites. 
"Cap*  Brand  '  Subsoil  Dynamite 
Fuse  Igniters. 


Bi-Sulpbate  of  Soda. 
Sulphuric  and  Nitric  Acids . 
Sulphur&  Sulphur  Lima  SolutiMi 
Pure  Glycerine. 
Copper  Sulphate. 


BOLl    AQSNT- 


I 


S.  p.  Ruthven, 

8,    WINCHESTER     HOUSE, 

JOHANNESBURG. 


■OX  sola. 


'PHONK 


TaLaaaAHti    "BELTIno.' 


Fuse.  Detonators  and  Electric  Blarting  .Accessories  Stocked. 

Nitrate  of  Soda. 


CAPE  EXPLOSIVES  WORKS 

LIMITED. 

P.O.    DTNAMITE    FACTORY; 

SOMERSET    WEST,    CAPE    PROVINCE. 


Fraser  \ 
Gbalmers,  Ltik 

FARRAR  BUILDINGS, 
Sinunonds  Street, 

JOHANNESBURG. 


% 


South  African 


Fraser  & 
Chalmers,  Ltd. 

P.O.  Box  611. 

Telephone! 
Private  Ezcfaange. 

Telegrams:  "VANNER." 

JOHANNESBURG. 


ESTASUISHED    1C~1 
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HOLMAN  HOISTS 

HAVE  BEEN  PROVED  ON  THE  RAND. 


50-75  H.P.  Single  Drum  Electric  Hoist, 
Sectionalized  for  Transport  Underground. 

IN   STOCK   AT  JOHANNESBURG. 


Full  Particulars  from 


FRASER  &  CHALMERS,  Ltd. 

incorporated  in  England.) 

Farrar  Buildings*  Simmonds  St.,  Johannesburg, 

"P.O.  Box  619. 'Phones  2605  to  2610. 

And  at   BULAWAYO  and   SALISBURY. 


Printed  for  the  South  African  Mining  Journal  Syndicate,  Limited,  by  the  Argus  Printing  and  Publishing  Company, 
Limited,  Lower  President  Street,  and  Published  by  the  Syndicate.  Obtainable  at  all  Branches  and  Agencies 
ot  ihe  Central  News  Agency,  Limited,  and  all  News   Agents  and  Railway  Bookstalls  thrr-iebout  South  Africa 


